THE CITY OF M—

CERRITO

AGENDA

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 15, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.

Members:
Mayor Gabe Quinto

Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Motoyama - Councilmember Janet Abelson
Councilmember Paul Fadelli - Councilmember Tessa Rudnick

Join Via Zoom:
https://lus06web.zoom.us/j/87044408294?pwd=ajY2VGIVRXU2cnRWaTJOKzFVdJEZ3UT09

Meeting ID: 870 4440 8294 Password: 073857
or Dial in: 1-408-638-0968

The City Council may continue to meet by teleconference, consistent with the Brown Act

as amended by AB 361 (2021). Under the amended rules, the City will not provide a

physical location for members of the public to participate in the teleconference meeting.

Members of the public can watch or listen to City Council meetings as follows:

1. Cable T.V. Broadcast on KCRT Channel 28

2. Radio Broadcast on FM 88.1 Or 97.7

3. Livestream Online at www.el-cerrito.org/CouncilMeetingMaterials
4. Via Zoom using the meeting information listed above.

Each period for public comment will be announced. Public Comments may be submitted
one of two ways:

¢ Via Zoom using the “Raise Hand” icon to request to speak. If joining by phone,
dial *9 to "raise your hand", and when prompted by the host, *6 to unmute/mute.

¢ Via email to cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us. Email must contain in the subject line
Public Comments — Not on the Agenda or Public Comments — agenda item
#.

To ensure City Council receives your written comments prior to taking action, they must
be received by 4:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. All written comments received by
this deadline will be provided to the City Council and posted online in advance of the
meeting.

Comments received after the deadline will be provided to the City Council and included
with supplemental materials after the meeting. No written comments will be read
into the record.
Page 1 of 5
Agenda Packet Page 1 of 134



7:00 P.M. ROLL CALL - CONVENE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OR OBSERVATION OF A
MOMENT OF SILENCE

2. TELECONFERENCE AND PUBLIC COMMENT INSTRUCTIONS

3. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMUNICATIONS

Reports of closed session, commission appointments and informational reports on
matters of general interest which are announced by the City Council and staff.

A. City Council Financial Ad-Hoc Committee Update

4, ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Remarks are typically limited to 3 minutes per person. The Mayor may reduce the time
limit per speaker depending upon the number of speakers and may limit the total time
for public comment to facilitate the completion of business on the agenda. Comments
regarding non-agenda, presentation and consent calendar items will be heard first.
Comments related to items appearing on the Public Hearing or Policy Matter portions of
the Agenda will be heard prior to the City Council taking action on each item.

5. ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT CALENDAR

All items on the consent calendar shall be acted upon in one motion, unless a member
of the City Council or staff request separate consideration.

A. Authorize City Council and City Advisory Body Meetings to be Held
Via Teleconference Pursuant to Assembly Bill 361 (AB 361)

Action Proposed: Adopt a resolution authorizing City Council and City
Advisory Body meetings to be held via teleconference for a period of 30
days, and making related findings pursuant to AB 361.

Contact: Holly M. Charléty, City Clerk, City Management

B. Annual Progress Report for General Plan & Housing Element

Action Proposed: Receive and file the attached 2021 Annual Progress
Report on the General Plan and Housing Element.

Contact: Diego Romero, Assistant Planner; Sean Moss, Planning
Manager, Community Development Department

C. Annual Parcel Assessment for the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Program and Drainage Maintenance
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Activities for Fiscal Year 2022-23

Action Proposed: Adopt a resolution establishing the annual parcel
assessment for the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) program and Drainage Maintenance activities at the current
rate of $38.00 per Equivalent Runoff Unit (ERU) and authorizing the
Contra Costa County Flood Control & Water Conservation District to
adopt Stormwater Utility Area (SUA) levies based on said amount for
Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-23.

Contact: Will Provost, Operations + Environmental Services Division
Manager, Public Works Department; Yvetteh Ortiz, Public Works
Director/City Engineer, Public Works Department

El Cerrito del Norte Transit-Oriented Development Complete Streets
Improvement Project - Cooperative Agreement No. 04-2847

Action Proposed: Adopt a resolution approving Cooperative Agreement
No. 04-2847 (Agreement) between the State of California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) and the City of El Cerrito (City) for the Plans,
Specifications and Estimate and Right-of-Way components of the El
Cerrito del Norte Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Complete Streets
Improvement Project and authorizing the City Manager to execute the
Agreement.

Contact: Yvetteh Ortiz, Public Works Director/City Engineer, Public
Works Department

6. PRESENTATIONS

A.

Proclamation for Officer of the Year

Action Proposed: Pass a motion to approve a proclamation
commending and congratulating Michael Olivieri as the 2021 Officer of
the Year.

Contact: Paul Keith, Chief of Police, Police Department

Proclamation for Professional Staff of the Year

Action Proposed: Pass a motion to approve a proclamation
commending and congratulating Property and Evidence Specialist Kent
Ringgenberg as the 2021 Professional Staff of the Year.

Contact: Paul Keith, Chief of Police, Police Department

Contra Costa County CORE Program Overview
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10.

Action Proposed: Receive and file a presentation and overview of the
Contra Costa County Coordinated Outreach Referral, Engagement
(C.O.R.E.) program and services provided in the City of El Cerrito.

Contact: Jenny Robbins, Chief of Programs, Contra Costa County
Health and Homeless Services

D. Arts and Culture Commission Work Plan

Action Proposed: Receive and file a presentation from the Arts and
Culture Commission on their 2021 accomplishments and 2022 Work
Plan.

Contact: Alison Cooper, Chair; Alexandra Orologas, Assistant City
Manager/Staff Liaison, City Management

PUBLIC HEARINGS
POLICY MATTERS

CITY COUNCIL LOCAL & REGIONAL LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS

Mayor and City Council communications regarding local and regional liaison
assignments and committee reports.

ADJOURN REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting is Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at 7:00
p.m.

The City of El Cerrito serves, leads and supports our diverse community by providing exemplary
and innovative services, public places and infrastructure, ensuring public safety and creating an
economically and environmentally sustainable future.

Council Meetings can be heard live on FM Radio, KECG - 88.1 and 97.7 FM and viewed live on
Cable TV - KCRT- Channel 28. The meetings are rebroadcast on Channel 28 the following Thursday
and Monday at 12 noon, except on holidays. Live and On-Demand Webcast of the Council Meetings
can be accessed from the City’s website http://www.el-cerrito.org/CouncilMeetingMaterials and is
streamed with closed caption. Copies of the agenda bills and other written documentation relating to
items of business referred to on the agenda are on file and available for public inspection in the Office
of the City Clerk, at the EI Cerrito Library and posted on the City’s website at www.el-cerrito.org prior
to the meeting.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in
this meeting, please contact the City Clerk, 510-215-4305. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting
will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. (28 CFR
35.102-35.104 ADA Title I).

The Deadline for agenda items and communications is eight days prior to the next meeting by 12
noon, City Clerk’s Office, 10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA. Tel: 510-215-4305, email
cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

IF YOU CHALLENGE A DECISION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IN COURT, YOU MAY BE LIMITED TO
RAISING ONLY THOSE ISSUES YOU OR SOMEONE ELSE RAISED AT THE COUNCIL MEETING.
ACTIONS CHALLENGING CITY COUNCIL DECISIONS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE TIME
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LIMITATIONS CONTAINED IN CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE SECTION 1094.6.

e The City Council believes that late night meetings deter public participation, can affect the Council’s
decision-making ability, and can be a burden to staff. City Council Meetings shall be adjourned by
11:00 p.m., unless extended to a specific time determined by a majority of the Council.
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AGENDA BILL

THE CITY OF —

EL ©C ERRITEI\ Agenda Item No. 5.A.
Date: March 15, 2022

To: El Cerrito City Council

From: Holly M. Charléty, City Clerk, City Management

Subject: Authorize City Council and City Advisory Body Meetings to be Held Via
Teleconference Pursuant to Assembly Bill 361 (AB 361)

ACTION PROPOSED

Adopt a resolution authorizing City Council and City Advisory Body meetings to be held
via teleconference for a period of 30 days, and making related findings pursuant to AB
361.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

All meetings of the City Council and the City’s other legislative bodies are open and
public, as required by the Brown Act, so that any member of the public may attend,
participate, and watch the City’s legislative bodies conduct their business. On March 17,
2020, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Newsom issued Executive
Order N-29-20 suspending certain provisions of the Brown Act in order to allow local
legislative bodies to conduct meetings telephonically or by other means in order to slow
the spread of COVID-19. As a result of Executive Order N-29-20, staff set up virtual
meetings for all City Council meetings and other City legislative bodies. On June 11,
2021, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-08-21, which, effective September
30, 2021, ended the provisions of Executive Order N-29-20 that allowed local legislative
bodies to conduct meetings telephonically or by other means.

On September 16, 2021, the Governor signed Assembly Bill 361 ("AB 361") into law
which provides the ability for legislative bodies to continue meetings via
teleconferencing under specified conditions and includes a requirement that the
legislative body make specified findings. AB 361 took effect upon the expiration of
Executive Order N-29-20 on October 1, 2021. AB 361 allows a local agency legislative
body to hold a meeting utilizing teleconferencing without complying with the standard
teleconferencing requirements if certain conditions exist and the legislative body makes
certain findings by a majority vote in order to use the bill's exemptions to the Brown Act
teleconferencing rules. Any such findings are effective for a period of 30 days, after
which such findings must again be declared in order to continue meeting under the
provisions of AB 361.

To date, the City Council has adopted resolutions making the necessary findings for the
period between October 5, 2021 through March 22, 2022. Staff is requesting that the
City Council again adopt the proposed resolution, directing staff to continue facilitating
all meetings of the City of El Cerrito and City Advisory Bodies pursuant to the
requirements of AB 361 in order to better ensure the health and safety of the public. If
adopted, this resolution would be in effect for the 30 day period of March 22, 2022 -
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Agenda Item No. 5.A.

April 20, 2022. The attached resolution makes the findings to confirm the current
conditions to allow teleconference meetings pursuant to AB 361 for the City Council and
on behalf of all of the commissions and committees created by the City Council
pursuant to Government Code section 54952(b). The attached resolution also
authorizes hybrid meetings held both via teleconference and in-person. This resolution
will allow members of the public to safely observe and participate in local government
teleconference meetings during the continued pandemic.

If a meeting is held via teleconference, including a hybrid meeting, the following
requirements apply under AB 361:

1. Notices and agenda requirements remain the same under the Brown Act;

2. No physical location is required for public attendance or public comment. However,
the public must be able to access and participate in the meeting through a call-in or an
internet-based service, and instructions for how to participate must appear in the posted
notices or agenda;

3. Teleconference meetings must protect the statutory and constitutional rights of the
parties and the public;

4. If there is any disruption of the call-in or internet-based service, the agency must
suspend the meeting until the problem is fixed;

5. Legislative bodies may allow public comments to be submitted prior to a meeting but
must also allow the public to participate in real time through call-in or internet-based
service;

6. If an internet-based service requires registration through a third-party, individuals can
be required to register with the third-party to participate in the meeting; and

7. When providing a public comment period, whether after each item or during a
general comment period, a legislative body must allow reasonable time for members of
the public to comment and must also include reasonable time for members to register
with a third-party host if applicable.

In order to continue to hold teleconference or hybrid meetings, the City Council must
continue to declare every 30 days that either (i) the state of emergency continues to
directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person, or (ii) State or local
officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing.

STRATEGIC PLAN CONSIDERATIONS
This action is aligned with Goal E: Ensure the Public's Health and Safety.

Agenda Packet Page 7 of 134



Agenda Item No. 5.A.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS
This section is not applicable to this agenda item.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS
This section is not applicable to this agenda item.

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS
The City Attorney has reviewed and legal considerations have been addressed.

Reviewed by:

Karen Pinkos, City Manager

Attachments:

1.  Resolution
2.  Contra Costa County Recommendations for Safe Public Meetings
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RESOLUTION 2022-XX

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CITY COUNCIL AND CITY ADVISORY BODY
MEETINGS TO BE HELD VIA TELECONFERENCE FOR THE 30-DAY PERIOD
BEGINNING MARCH 22, 2022 AND MAKING RELATED FINDINGS PURSUANT TO AB
361

WHEREAS, all meetings of the City of El Cerrito’s legislative bodies are open and
public, as required by the Brown Act, so that any member of the public may attend,
participate, and watch the City’s legislative bodies conduct their business; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the City Council, the City’s legislative bodies include all
boards, commissions, and committees created by the City Council pursuant to
Government Code section 54952(b) (hereafter “Advisory Bodies”); and

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, the State of California declared a statewide
emergency over the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the County of Contra Costa adopted Resolution
2020-92 declared a countywide emergency over the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the City Council adopted Resolution 2020-12
declaring a citywide emergency over the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the Governor signed Executive Order N-29-20
suspending certain provisions of the Brown Act in order to allow local legislative bodies
to conduct meetings telephonically or by other means; and

WHEREAS, as a result of Executive Order N-29-20, staff set up teleconference
meetings for all City Council meetings and all Advisory Body meetings; and

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2021, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-08-
21 which ended the applicable provisions of Executive Order N-29-20 on September 30,
2021; and

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2021, the Governor signed AB 361 (2021) into law
allowing legislative bodies to continue to conduct meetings via teleconferencing under
specified conditions, including the requirement that the legislative body make specified
findings. AB 361 (2021) took effect immediately; and

WHEREAS, AB 361 (2021) requires that, if a state of emergency remains active,
or state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social
distancing, the legislative body shall make findings that it reconsidered the circumstances
of the state of emergency and that either the state of emergency continues to directly
impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person, or state or local officials
continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing; and
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WHEREAS, such conditions now exist in the City, specifically, a State of
Emergency due to COVID-19 continues and on March 1, 2022, the Contra Costa County
Health Officer issued updated recommendations for safely holding public meetings; and

WHEREAS, the Contra Costa County Health Officer's recommendations for safely
holding public meetings include, but are not limited to, holding online meetings, as they
present the lowest risk of virus transmission, and imposing social distancing measures
for in-person meetings; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) continues to
recommend physical distancing of at least 6 feet from others outside of the household;
and

WHEREAS, since issuance of Executive Order N-08-21, the highly contagious
Delta variant of COVID-19 has emerged, causing an increase in COVID-19 cases
throughout the State; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 cases rates remain high with the Omicron variant being
predominant, the City is concerned about the health and safety of all individuals who
intend to attend City Council and Advisory Body meetings; and

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds, acting as a legislative body pursuant to
Government Code section 54952(a) and for the benefit of City Advisory Body created by
the City Council pursuant to Government Code section 54952(b), that the presence of
COVID-19 and the Delta and Omicron variants would present imminent risks to the health
or safety of attendees, staff, and members of the City Council and Advisory Bodies,
should those bodies hold entirely in-person meetings, and that state or local officials
continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing; and

WHEREAS, teleconference meetings may include hybrid meetings, in which all or
some members of the City Council or Advisory Body meet in person while others attend
by teleconference, and members of the public are either allowed to participate only by
teleconference or both in person and by teleconference (“hybrid meetings”). The purpose
of hybrid meetings is to allow for multiple modes of attending meetings while reducing the
risks of COVID-19, including the Delta and Omicron variants; and

WHEREAS, the City shall ensure that all City Council and City Advisory Body
meetings subject to AB 361 (2021), including hybrid meetings, comply with the provisions
required by AB 361 (2021) for holding teleconferenced meetings.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Cerrito
that it hereby makes the following findings:

1. The above recitals are true and correct, and incorporated into this resolution.
2. In compliance with AB 361 (2021), and in order to continue to conduct
teleconference meetings pursuant thereto, the City Council hereby finds that:
a. The City Council has considered the circumstances of the state of
emergency; and
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b. The state of emergency, as declared by the Governor, and the local
emergency proclaimed by the City Council, continue to directly impact
the ability of the City Council and the Advisory Bodies, as well as staff
and members of the public, from meeting safely in person; and

c. The CDC and the Contra Costa County Health Officer continue to
recommend social distancing due to COVID-19 and as a result of the
presence of COVID-19 and the Delta and Omicron variants, meeting in
person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees,
the members of City Council and the City’s Advisory Bodies, and staff.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that city staff is directed to facilitate any
teleconference meetings of the City Council and City Advisory Bodies subject to AB 361
(2021), including any hybrid meetings, pursuant to the requirements of AB 361 (2021) in
order to better ensure the health and safety of the public.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be in effect for the 30 day
period of March 22, 2022 through April 20, 2022. The City Council may reconsider the
circumstances necessitating this resolution within 30 days of the adoption of this
resolution.

| CERTIFY that at a regular meeting on March 15, 2022, the City Council of the
City of El Cerrito passed this Resolution by the following vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS:
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS:
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS:
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS:

IN WITNESS of this action, | sign this document and affix the corporate seal of the
City of El Cerrito on March , 2022.

Holly M. Charléty, City Clerk

APPROVED:

Gabe Quinto, Mayor
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ANNA M. ROTH, RN, MS, MPH OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

HEALTH SERVICES DIRECTOR
1220 Morello, Suite 200

ORI TZVIELL, MD o Martinez, CA 94553

HeawH OFFICER .
CONTRA COSTA o (679 9272651
HEALTH SERVICES

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SAFELY HOLDING PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each local government agency is authorized to determine whether to hold public meetings in person,
on-line (teleconferencing only), or via a combination of methods. The following are recommendations
from the Contra Costa County Health Officer to minimize the risk of COVID 19 transmission during a
public meeting.

1. Online meetings (i.e. teleconferencing meetings) are strongly recommended as these meetings
present the lowest risk of transmission of SARS CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID 19. This is
particularly important in light of the current community prevalence rate as of March 1, 2022.
Our current trends as of March 1, 2022 in Covid-19 case rate, Covid-19 test positivity, and Covid-
19 hospitalizations are decreasing, but cases rates remain high with the Omicron variant of
Covid-19 being the predominant variant identified, the impact of which on the spread of Covid-
19 has shown to dramatically increase COVID-19 transmission.

2. Ifalocal agency determines to hold in-person meetings, offering the public the opportunity to
attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service option is recommended, when possible,
to give those at higher risk of and/or higher concern about COVID-19 an alternative to
participating in person.

3. A written safety protocol should be developed and followed. It is recommended that the
protocol require social distancing — i.e., six feet of separation between attendees — and face
masking of all attendees.

4. Seating arrangements should allow for staff and members of the public to easily maintain at
least six-foot distance from one another at all practicable times.

5. Consider holding public meetings outdoors. Increasing scientific consensus is that outdoor
airflow reduces the risk of COVID-19 transmission compared to indoor spaces. Hosting events
outdoors also may make it easier to space staff and members of the public at least 6 feet apart.

6. Current evidence is unclear as to the added benefit of temperature checks in addition to
symptom checks. We encourage focus on symptom checks as they may screen out individuals
with other Covid-19 symptoms besides fever and help reinforce the message to not go out in
public if you are not feeling well.

7. Consider a voluntary attendance sheet with names and contact information to assist in contact
tracing of any cases linked to a public meeting.

Revised 3-1-2022
DY W%@M

Sefanit Mekuria, MD, MPH
Deputy Health Officer, Contra Costa County

Contra Costa Behavioral Health Services ® Contra Costa Emergency Medical Services ® Contra Costa Environmental Health & Hazardous Materials Programs

e Contra Costa Health, Housing & Homeless Services ® Contra Costa Health Plan ® Contra Costa Public Health ® Contra Costa Regional Medical Center & Health Centers o
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AGENDA BILL

TEHEI_U”E':FERRITI:I\ T Agenda Item No. 5.B.

Date: March 15, 2022

To: El Cerrito City Council

From: Diego Romero, Assistant Planner; Sean Moss, Planning Manager,
Community Development Department

Subject: Annual Progress Report for General Plan & Housing Element

ACTION PROPOSED

Receive and file the attached 2021 Annual Progress Report on the General Plan and
Housing Element.

BACKGROUND

Government Code Section 65400(b) requires that an annual General Plan progress
report be provided to the local legislative body, the Governor’s Office of Planning and
Research (OPR), and the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).
The purpose of the report is to discuss the City’s progress in implementing the General
Plan, meeting its share of regional housing needs, and removing governmental
constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing.

ANALYSIS

The progress report (Attachment 1) covers the period from January 1, 2021 to
December 31, 2021, and reports on the progress the City made in 2021 toward
achieving each policy identified in the General Plan.

The Housing Element is one of the seven required elements, or chapters, of the
General Plan. HCD provides specific tables for jurisdictions to use for reporting on the
progress of the Housing Element. The 2021 Housing Element Progress Report is
included as Attachment 2. After the City Council’s review, the reports will be forwarded
to the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research and the Department of Housing and
Community Development.

STRATEGIC PLAN CONSIDERATIONS

The Strategic Plan establishes the vision and goals for El Cerrito which are consistent
with the goals and policies of the General Plan. Each goal of the Strategic Plan is
represented within the programs, policies, and efforts that have been identified in these
reports.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

Preparation and submission of this report is not a project pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act and is therefore not subject to environmental review. All
required environmental review of projects identified in the report will be conducted prior
to commencing each project.
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Agenda Item No. 5.B.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Any funds required for projects and efforts identified in these reports will be evaluated
through the City’s budget process as needed.

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS
The City Attorney has reviewed this agenda bill and the attached reports.

Reviewed by:

Karen Pinkos, City Manager

Attachments:

1. 2021 Annual General Plan Progress Report
2. 2021 Housing Element Report
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Agenda Item No. 5.B.
Attachment 1

7~ e

THE CITY OF S~—

EL CERRITO

Annual Progress Report on the
General Plan 2021

March 2021

City of El Cerrito

Community Development Department
10890 San Pablo Avenue

El Cerrito, CA 94530
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INTRODUCTION

As required by Government Code Section 65400 (b), every city must submit an annual
progress report to their legislative body, the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
(OPR), and the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) on the
implementation status of their General Plan. The annual report must also include
discussion on the City's progress in providing its required share of affordable housing
pursuant to Government Code Section 65584 and its efforts to remove governmental
constraints for the maintenance, improvement and development of affordable housing per
Section 65583.¢(3) of the California Government Code.

This General Plan Annual Progress Report covers the period from January 1, 2021 to
December 31, 2021.

The purpose for the Annual Progress Report is to assess how the General Plan is being
implemented in accordance with adopted goals, policies and implementation measures;
identify any necessary adjustments or modifications to the General Plan as a means to
improve local implementation; provide a clear correlation between land use decisions that
have been made during the 12-month reporting period and the goals, policies and
implementation measures contained in the General Plan; and, to provide information
regarding local agency progress in meeting its share of regional housing needs.

BACKGROUND

On August 30, 1999, the El Cerrito City Council adopted the City's current General Plan
for implementation. The General Plan has nine elements contained within four separate
chapters: Community Development and Design, Transportation and Circulation, Public
Facilities and Services, Resources and Hazards. The General Plan contains the seven
state-required elements which are land use, circulation, housing, conservation, open
space, safety and noise. The State allows the combining of elements or the addition of
new elements as long as the required seven elements are present in some fashion.

The General Plan is the City’s vision for achieving more balanced residential, commercial,
and civic uses within the city. The process of preparing the General Plan took place in
1998 and 1999 as the City embarked on a program to bring its 1975 General Plan up to
date so that it could better meet future challenges. The process resulted in the following
ten key principles designed to improve the quality of development and the long-term fiscal
health of the City so that it can remain an attractive place to live and work:

1. No major changes in land-use patterns are expected to occur.
Emphasis will be on quality of development.
Incentives, if used, will have clear criteria and limits.

Emphasis will be on impacts of development, not on the type of development itself.

o &~ b

Increased residential development, where allowed, must be done with care in order to
enhance neighborhoods.

6. New development in the San Pablo Avenue Corridor will be encouraged to take place
in mixed-use activity centers that may extend up selected perpendicular streets in
order to allow a more pedestrian friendly environment.
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7. The preservation and enhancement of natural features — trees, creeks, natural open
space areas — and historical features will be a high priority for the City.

8. The City should have distinct destination areas, including commercial areas, a civic
center and community meeting places.

9. Development should contribute to the fiscal health of the City while minimizing adverse
impacts.

10. Access should be improved by balancing automobile use with improved transit,
bicycle, and pedestrian opportunities.

The General Plan sets forth the City’s policies regarding the types and locations of future
land uses and activities. It describes the desired character and quality of development as
well as the process for how development should proceed.

While this General Plan can address many City issues, factors beyond El Cerrito’s control
have significant influence over its future land use and development patterns:

o Market forces play an important role in determining what types of uses are
economically feasible and, therefore, built.

e Land use and transportation decisions in other cities and counties, and by state and
regional agencies, affect El Cerrito.

o Our system of property rights places certain limitations on what cities can do in
prescribing future land uses.

¢ California environmental law requires that we designate land uses in accordance with
available infrastructure capacity (streets, sewer, water, natural resources, etc.).

Thus, in creating the current General Plan, El Cerrito went through a process that
ascertained the community’s values for future land uses and activities, and balanced these
values with market factors, city revenues, environmental constraints, and private property
rights.

The El Cerrito General Plan reflects the aspirations and values of El Cerrito’s residents
and their elected representatives. The City Council, Planning Commission and staff use
the Plan in considering land use and planning-related decisions. City staff uses the Plan
on a day-to-day basis to administer and regulate land use and development activity.
Citizens can use the Plan to understand the City’s approach to regulating development,
protecting resources, and upholding community values.

GENERAL PLAN ADOPTION AND AMENDMENTS

1. Adoption Dates of Mandatory General Plan Elements

General Plan Element Latest Adoption

Land Use 1999

Circulation 1999

Housing 2015

Open Space 1999

Conservation 1999
3
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Safety 1999
Noise 1999

2. List of General Plan Amendments

e The 2013 Growth Management Element Update.

e 2014 amendments to enable adoption of the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan,
including amendments to Chapter 2: Strategic Approach, Chapter 4: Community
Development and Design, and Chapter 5: Transportation and Circulation and
amendments to the General Plan land use map.

e The 2015-2023 Housing Element.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATES

Overall General Plan Update

At this time, funding for a General Plan update must be identified.
GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Chapter 4: Community Development and Design

Land Use

Goal LU1: A high-quality residential character within EI Cerrito.

The City continued to implement the 2008 Zoning Ordinance and the 2014 San Pablo
Avenue Specific Plan, which promote a high-quality of development. In 2021, the City
issued 1,318 building permits, took in 1,460 building permit applications, conducted 6,684
building inspections, and 169 rental housing inspections. It also reviewed 180 planning
entitlements.

Goal LU2: A land use pattern and mix of uses that contribute to the financial health and
stability of the community.

The City continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan and processed
several land use applications in the Specific Plan area that represented a range of land
uses, including a preschool and mixed use project. This included eight Tier | Design
Review applications that improved the fagades, added signs and generally improved
storefronts of many new and existing businesses. In 2021, two new applications were
submitted to the City for new multifamily development projects, which propose 108 new
dwelling units.

New developments often entail a transfer of property and are reassessed both at transfer
and upon development and contribute substantially higher property taxes to the City then
the previous uses, as well as providing both opportunities for new businesses (for
properties containing commercial and/or live work space) and new customers and
pedestrian-traffic for existing commercial properties and businesses.
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In 2021, the City continued to use grant funding to assist in the preparation of program
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the San Pablo Avenue Specific
Plan update. In 2021, the City also initiated use of a Local Early Action Planning (LEAP)
from the California Department of Housing and Community Development grant to help
fund the City’s Housing Element update. These upcoming updates will allow for continued
development pursuant to the Specific Plan, building on the plan’s success, to date.

Goal LU3: A development pattern that enhances a strong sense of community.

Implementation of the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan continued to move forward. In
2021, the Design Review Board approved one new residential development project within
the Specific Plan area. This project represents an entitiement of a total 45 new residential
units and 1,841 square feet of ground floor commercial space. Five of these residential
units will be affordable to moderate income households. This project at 6501 Fairmont Ave
was approved by the Design Review Board on December 1, 2021.

The project at 6501 Fairmont Ave is expected to add activity to the City’s Downtown area
with a publicly accessible bike parking, a 16-foot sidewalk consisting of an 8-foot activity
zone (e.g., outdoor seating, dining),

and adjoining pedestrian path (widened to 8-feet), and new public ‘parklet’. This project
will enhance the sense of place along Fairmont Avenue and add activity to the City’s major
corridor. These new spaces will serve as important amenities for the community.

Goal LU4: A safe, attractive, and interesting community
The City continued to implement community policing to promote public safety.

The City’s building projects, both large and small were subject to a vigorous review and
inspection process.

The City’s Arts and Culture Commission continued to promote efforts to support public art
in the community.

In 2021, the Design Review Board approved one project (6501 Fairmont Ave) which will
either provide public art as part of the project or make an in-lieu contribution equal to one
percent of development cost.

Goal LU5: A land use pattern and types of development that support alternatives for the
movement of people, goods, and ideas.

The City continued implementation of San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan including
identifying sources of funding for the Complete Streets component of the Plan which
addresses the safety and usability of streets in the plan area. The City’s Transportation
Impact Fee (TIF), which was adopted in January 2019, after a public hearing in December
2018 (see discussion under Goal GM4) will provide funding for improvements in the
Complete Streets chapter of the Specific Plan. Notably, in 2021 the San Pablo Avenue
Green Stormwater Spine Project was completed, adding a new separated bike lane along
a small portion of San Pablo Avenue.
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In addition, the City continued to implement the Active Transportation Plan, which
promotes transportation modes that are alternatives to the automobile.

Goal LU6: Development patterns that promote energy efficiency, conservation of
natural resources, and use of renewable rather than nonrenewable resources.

The City continued to implement the Zoning Ordinance, adopted in 2008, and the San
Pablo Avenue Specific Plan, adopted in 2014. The Specific Plan puts a focus on more
intense development within the Plan area and specifically near the City’s two BART
stations. By focusing development near existing public transportation infrastructure, the
San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan aims to achieve mode shift, reduce dependence on
automobile trips and increasing public transportation, bicycle and pedestrian trips.

The City continued to implement the Climate Action Plan which identifies encouraging
higher-density, transit-oriented development and improving pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure to reduce overall vehicle miles traveled and resource conservation
measures to achieve greater energy and water efficiency as methods to achieve the City’s
greenhouse gas reduction targets. The City also continued to monitor and evaluate energy
use in the organization’s operations to identify opportunities to reduce usage, greenhouse
gas emissions, and costs.

The City continued to implement the California Green Building Standards Code, which
requires high levels of energy efficiency in new construction.

In 2021, the City continued to implement a property transfer tax and offered a rebate
program for qualifying energy and water conservation measures and for seismic upgrades.
In 2021, 15 properties utilized this rebate.

Community Design

Goal CD1: A city organized and designed with an overall attractive, positive image and
“sense of place.”

The City continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan which promotes
high-quality development along San Pablo Avenue in order to promote vibrant public
spaces and enhance the sense of place. The Specific Plan also requires the provision of
publicly accessible open space in larger projects, or payment of an in-lieu fee for the City
to invest in open space. Development of new open spaces along San Pablo Avenue and
improvements to adjacent open spaces, such as the Ohlone Greenway, will further
enhance the attractiveness and sense of place along the City’s primary mixed use corridor.

Goal CD2: A city with attractive, safe, and functional streets, parking areas, and
pedestrian walkways.

In 2021, the City continued to implement the EI Cerrito Active Transportation Plan. The
plan provides a blueprint for continuing the City’s investment in improving safety and
providing facilities and infrastructure for bicyclists and pedestrians, based on the changing
demands and standards as well as the current goals of the City.
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The City has also continued implementation of the Green Infrastructure Plan, approved
by the EI Cerrito City Council in 2019, to add stormwater facilities to public spaces while
making streets more attractive for pedestrians and cyclists. In 2021, construction was
completed on the San Pablo Avenue Green Stormwater Spine Project, which was included
in the Urban Greening Plan.

Projects within the Specific Plan area are required to improve their sidewalk frontages.
The Mayfair development near del Norte which is nearly complete also adds a public
pedestrian “mew” or mid-block walkway.

Goal CD3: A city with attractive landscaping of public and private properties, open
space, and public gathering spaces.

The Design Review Board continued to review new landscaping plans on private
properties with the Specific Plan area. Projects within the Plan area also are required to
either contribute public open space, e.g. gathering places, or pay into an in-lieu fund.

Goal CD4: Well designed buildings that are compatible with their surroundings.

The City continued to implement the design review process pursuant to the Zoning
Ordinance and the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan to ensure that new development is
well-designed.

In 2021, the Design Review Board approved a 45-unit condominium project was approved
on Fairmount Avenue that will contribute open space through a public parklet, ground floor
retail and help foster a pedestrian-oriented commercial street. A preschool was approved
on Kearney Street that will be contained in an attractive prefabricated building the
addresses Kearney Street and the surrounding area.

Goal CD5: A design process that achieves design objectives while being efficient and
allowing for flexibility.

The City continued to utilize the design review process to achieve the General Plan goals
above. Design review in the City of El Cerrito is intended to encourage high-quality
design, well-crafted and maintained buildings and landscaping, the use of higher-quality
building materials, and attention to the design and execution of building details and
amenities in both public and private projects. The San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan’s Tier
IV Design Review process is intended to provide flexibility for projects that do not comply
with all development standards in the Specific Plan.

Goal CD6: An urban form that sustains a vital commercial community to meet the
diverse needs of the local and regional population.

The City continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan. It encourages
mixed use development including commercial uses in addition to intensified residential
uses along San Pablo Avenue. The plan strives to create a range of residential unit types
which will provide diverse housing types along the Avenue. The new residents of these
units will help support successful commercial businesses along San Pablo Avenue and
contribute to more vitality in the commercial nodes along San Pablo Avenue.
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Housing

See attachment for Housing Element annual report.

Growth Management

Goal GM1: A coordinated regional and sub-regional planning system that provides better
service and less congestion for residents of El Cerrito.

The City continued to serve on the West Contra Costa Transportation Advisory Committee
(WCCTAC), Technical Advisory Committee and Contra Costa Transportation Authority
(CCTA), Technical Coordinating Committee on planning and funding efforts for regional
transportation improvements in Contra Costa County. City staff provided input on various
planning studies for the region including the WCCTAC’s San Pablo Avenue Multimodal
Corridor Study Phase 2 Study, the CCTA Growth Management Program’s SB743 Update
to integrate vehicle miles traveled (VMT) CEQA thresholds and Implementation Guide
Update, and the CCTA’s update to the West County Action Plan.

City staff continued to monitor and coordinate with Caltrans and other agencies on
operations of the 1-80 Integrated Corridor Mobility Project, a multi-agency effort to ease
congestion on Interstate 80 and improve traffic flow on San Pablo Avenue. In addition,
City staff is participating in the 1-80 Design Assessment Alternative Study focusing on
improving conditions for transit and HOVs.

Finally, City staff is participating in BART’s Berkeley El Cerrito Corridor Access Plan a
collaborative effort between BART and the cities along its R-line to identify station access
strategies for communities served by the El Cerrito Plaza, North Berkeley, Downtown
Berkeley, and Ashby BART stations before approximately 2500 mixed-income apartments
are built on the three parking lots. The proposed development will change how BART
customers in the surrounding communities get to and from the stations. The goal of the
plan is to develop strategies that equitably distribute investments in walking, rolling, biking,
riding transit, driving, and parking.

Goal GM2: Compliance with applicable level of service standards.

The City, through the CEQA review process, continued to ensure that new development
meets the level of service standards in the General Plan and San Pablo Avenue Specific
Plan.

The City continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan. The Plan adopted
new service standards for streets within the plan area. These service standards are in
greater compliance with the City’s complete streets goals.

As noted above, City staff collaborated with other public agencies in Contra Costa County
on the update to the CCTA Growth Management Program to implement SB743. This state
legislation changed CEQA evaluation methods for transportation from level of service
(LOS) to vehicle miles traveled (VMT). The CCTA, with input from local and sub-regional
agencies, developed a countywide evaluation method and recommended VMT
significance criteria, and is now working on a model mitigation program.
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Goal GM3: Timely review of projects that are heavy traffic generators.

All development projects processed by the City are evaluated against and comply with
applicable service standards. All applications, regardless of traffic generation, are
processed in a timely fashion.

Goal GM4: Effective community-wide programs to reduce traffic impacts of new projects.

City staff developed and the City Council adopted the El Cerrito Transportation Impact
Fee (TIF) Program in January 2019 to ensure new development pays its fair share of the
transportation improvements needed to accommodate growth in El Cerrito. In Fiscal Year
2020-21, the City collected approximately $15,988 in fees for the TIF Program. The list of
potential capital improvements eligible for funding with the TIF is based on prior planning
studies completed to support the City’s growth and the impact of that growth on the
transportation system, as well as to support the City’s Climate Action and Active
Transportation goals. The focus of these improvements is to connect El Cerrito residents
to employment and activity centers and major transit facilities within the City and in
neighboring jurisdictions. These improvements focus on San Pablo Avenue, the City’s
primary transportation corridor serving all modes. More specifically, the TIF project list is
a selection of projects from the following City-Council adopted plans: San Pablo Avenue
Specific Plan, Active Transportation Plan and Ohlone Greenway Master Plan.

Goal GM5:  An effective system of providing urban services.

The City continued to offer a high-level of services to residents and the City continued to
work with other agencies (such as the Stege Sanitary District) to ensure that services are
provided effectively.

Chapter 5: Transportation and Circulation

Goal T1: A transportation system that allows safe and efficient travel by a variety of
modes and promotes the use of alternatives to the single-occupant vehicle.

In 2021, the City continued implementation of the El Cerrito Active Transportation Plan.
The Plan provides a blueprint for continuing the City’s investment in improving safety and
providing facilities and infrastructure for bicyclists and pedestrians, based on the changing
demands and standards as well as the current goals of the City.

The City also continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan, specifically the
Complete Streets component to encourage all modes of transportation and creates
opportunities to maximize mode shift away from auto use and towards transit use, walking
and biking.

These efforts included developing concept and detailed designs for projects in several
areas of town as described below.

o Del Norte TOD Complete Streets Improvements — continued work on a
comprehensive project development process under a Cooperative Agreement with

Caltrans to develop a Project Study Report/Project Report in accordance with
Caltrans requirements and successfully applied for several grants including from

9
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the WCCTAC Subregional Transportation Mitigation Program and California
Affordable Housing Sustainable Communities Grant in coordination with the
Mayfair Bridge Affordable Housing development. The Del Norte TOD Complete
Streets Improvements Project will implement multimodal transportation
improvements identified in El Cerrito’s San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan and Active
Transportation Plan. The project consists of safety and circulation improvements
for bicyclists, pedestrians, buses, and automobiles to support the El Cerrito del
Norte BART Station and transit-oriented development in the San Pablo Avenue
del Norte Area. The project limits span several streets including San Pablo Avenue
from Ohlone Greenway near the northern city limit to Potrero Avenue, Eastshore
Boulevard from Potrero Avenue to San Pablo Avenue, Hill Street from San Pablo
Avenue to Liberty Street, Cutting Boulevard from 1-80 to Key Boulevard, and Knott
Avenue from San Pablo Avenue to Key Boulevard. The Cooperative Agreement
was fully executed in November 2020.

e Carlson Blvd & San Diego Street Crosswalk Improvements — completed
construction of pedestrian safety improvements, specifically rapid rectangular
flashing beacons and lighting enhancements at this intersection. The
improvements at this intersection are part of the Cerrito Creek Trail/ BART to Bay
Bicycle and Pedestrian Route in the ATP, which is in the highest priority category
in the ATP. The project will enhance an existing high-visibility crosswalk on one of
the busiest streets in the City.

In May 2021, the City continued its support of “Bike to Work Day” by promoting the regional
“Bike to Wherever Day” initiative, a regional effort to increase bicycling.

The City continues to monitor opportunities to add bike-sharing and other “micro-mobility’
infrastructure and programs to support alternatives to the single-occupant vehicle.

Goal T2: A land use pattern that encourages walking, bicycling, and public transit use.

The City continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan which includes a
Complete Streets Plan. It serves to implement contemporary land use planning strategies
near transit and amenities and thereby encourages walking, biking and public transit use
. Those strategies include increased heights, lower parking minimums, a flexible approach
to mixed-use development, and complete streets guidelines to accommodate all modes
of transportation on San Pablo Avenue specifically prioritizing pedestrians and public
transit along this corridor.

Goal T3: A transportation system that maintains and improves the livability of the City.

The City continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan which includes a
Complete Streets Plan. The Complete Streets Plan includes facilities along San Pablo
Avenue that will enhance the usability for pedestrians, transit riders and bicyclists. In
2021, the City approved one project along Fairmont Avenue which will be required to pay
for a Transportation Impact Fee (TIF) that will fund improvements planned in the Complete
Streets Plan. Other projects previously approved were either under construction or are
still in the pipeline to be approved. They, too, will contribute to the TIF.

The City continued to implement the Urban Greening Plan, which identifies strategies for
creating a greener, more environmentally sustainable and livable city. Key objectives and
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strategies include Greener Gateways to reinforce community identity and sense of place
that improve and highlight natural elements and Green Streets to continue to invest in
making the public right-of-way more sustainable by reducing impervious surfaces,
accommodating additional modes of transportation, adding landscaping and creating
streets that are safe, comfortable and attractive for everyone. In 2021, construction was
completed on the San Pablo Avenue Green Stormwater Spine Project, which was included
in the Urban Greening Plan.

Goal T4: A minimum amount of land used for parking and minimal parking intrusion in
neighborhoods.

The City continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan. The Plan adopted
new parking standards for both commercial and residential development. It generally
reduced parking requirements within the plan area, while ensuring that adequate parking
is provided. Further reductions of parking require preparation of a parking study and may
require enhanced transportation demand management, e.g. measures beyond those
which are already required in the Specific Plan The City continues to require parking
studies for projects that seek additional parking reductions.

Additionally, in 2021, the City continued to implement the revised development standards
for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) which do not require off-street parking for ADUs.
These standards allow for the development of additional housing units without requiring
further land in residential areas be used for parking. In 2021, the City’s Planning Division
reviewed 34 applications for ADUs.

As part of BART’s planned Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) project at the El Cerrito
Plaza BART Station, BART staff, in collaboration with City staff, are developing he
Berkeley-El Cerrito Corridor Access Plan and evaluating mobility and on-street parking
management strategies. While pursuing TOD at the BART station helps to fulfill numerous
local, regional, and state goals regarding housing, climate, and economic development, a
key issue to be analyzed and addressed has to do with how to provide adequate access
to BART stations as the current surface parking lots are converted to mixed-use, transit-
oriented development. Currently, BART staff is comprehensively evaluating and
identifying strategies to more equitably distribute BART’s investments in walking, biking,
riding transit, driving drop off, and parking for existing and future BART patrons using the
stations along the corridor (including Ashby, North Berkeley, and El Cerrito Plaza). The
Corridor Access Plan will consider the tradeoffs between providing homes and community
amenities versus building structured parking spaces for BART riders who drive to the
station(s). The Corridor Access Plan will help identify multimodal strategies and
investments needed to facilitate getting to and from BART. One key near-term strategy is
working with the City to develop on-street parking management strategies that will balance
parking needs of many user groups. These strategies may include charging BART riders
(e.g. full day users) to park on city streets as well as updating residential permit parking
(RPP) programs.

Chapter 6: Public Facilities and Services

Parks, Recreations and Open Space
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Goal PR1: Adequate, diverse, and accessible recreational opportunities for all residents
— including children, youth, seniors, and others with special needs — in parks, school yards,
and open space.

In 2021 the City was able to use proceeds from Measure H to fix several deficiencies in
recreational facilities as well as improve fire roads and trails and increase vegetation
management/fire prevention activities in the Hillside Natural Area.

The City raised funds for the City’s David Hunter Memorial Scholarship Fund which helps
families pay for classes and services for their children through the Recreation Department
which they would otherwise not be able to afford.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City was not able to sponsor most special events
including the popular world One 4™ of July Festival at Cerrito Vista Park or the various
community film events at the Rialto Cinemas Cerrito Theatre and City Hall. It is the
intention of the City to continue to sponsor these events once it is again safe to do so.
The City hosted, supported, and participated in a number of environmental events and
programs in 2021, even during the pandemic. These included: Bike to Wherever Day, the
“Bringing Back the Natives” Virtual Garden Tour, support of the SunShares solar
purchasing program, National Drive Electric Week virtual events, socially distanced work
parties, and a virtual public meeting on a proposed Expanded Food Ware Ordinance and
a “Mandatory Organics Recycling Ordinance” implementing the requirements of California
State Senate Bill 1383.

Also during the COVID-19 pandemic, the City was able to offer modified programming in
line with guidance from the California and Contra Costa County Health Departments. This
included childcare, summer camp and enrichment and fitness classes in stable cohorts,
delivering meals to seniors at their homes, providing virtual and take-home programs and
projects for residents of all ages and utilizing a reservation system to provide safe access
to the El Cerrito Swim Center.

In 2021, the City continued to offer a range of programs for seniors at the El Cerrito
Midtown Activity Center as well as a range of programs for youth at various City facilities.
Most programs will resume once the shelter-in-place restrictions are loosened and/or end.

Goal PR2: High quality open space protected for the benefit of present and future
generations, reflecting a variety of important values: ecological, educational, aesthetic,
economic and recreational. These values are interwoven throughout the community in
numerous ways so that the preservation of open space is very important to the well being
of the City.

The City has completed plans for additional new Wayfinding Signage in the Hillside
Natural Area that will be installed in 2022. New Interpretive signs were also installed in
2020 by the El Cerrito Trail Trekkers in coordination with the City.

The Parks and Recreation Facilities Master Plan’s (mentioned in Goal PR1) Goal E is to

Improve Natural Areas and identifies a series of policies and actions based on previous
City planning efforts and community engagement.
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The City completed Phase | of improvements to Centennial Park (formerly Fairmont Park),
which made much needed upgrades to the park, improving the park’s usability for both
active and passive recreation. Over the last few years, the City also rehabilitated
pathways at Arlington Park, Castro Park, and Cerrito Vista, painted all the clubhouses,
resurfaced multiple tennis courts, and completed a major roof repair at Harding
Clubhouse. Utilizing Measure H, Proposition 68 funds and developer related fees, the City
plans to continue improving City Parks including picnic areas at Arlington and Cerrito Vista
Parks, Arlington Park Clubhouse renovation, Phase Il of Centennial Park. Additionally
Measure H continues to fund “Immediate Work Priority” projects identified in the Parks
and Recreation Facilities Master Plan, and a number of small Immediate Work Priorities
were completed in 2021.

The City continued to implement the Urban Greening Plan. The Hillside Natural Area
(HNA) Pilot Project was identified in the Urban Greening Plan and included acquiring the
8-acre Madera property that became part of the HNA open space in 2015, as well as,
improving vegetation management, trail rehabilitation, and development throughout.

As described in the Urban Greening Plan, the project provides multiple opportunities to
increase service levels including “Connectivity” to improve trail connections between
natural areas, schools and other community assets using best practice trail building
techniques; “Park Expansion Integration” by integrating the Madera property, investigating
opportunities to acquire additional property, and exploring other opportunities for access,
recreation and/or conservation easements on adjacent properties; “Natural Amenities” by
celebrating and preserving creek corridors, diverse plant and animal communities, forests,
and grasslands; “Green Gateways/Trailheads” by creating more welcoming park
gateways and trailheads; and “Active Recreation” by enhancing opportunities for active
recreation through construction of bicycle trails, parks and other amenities.

The City continued to implement the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan which requires that
new projects greater than 25,000 square feet either provide public open space or
contribute funds toward the creation or enhancement of open space. 10300 San Pablo
Avenue, completed in 2021, contributed open space plus contributions towards
Centennial Park. 6501 Fairmount Avenue will construct the City’s first formal “parklet”.

In 2021, the City continued to implement the expanded Public Tree and Shrub Ordinance,
adopted by the City Council in 2019, providing greater protections for public trees
throughout the community to support the long-term health of the urban forest.

Goal PR3: Public access to open space areas while protecting important habitats.

In 2021, the City continued design on wayfinding signage for trails within the Hillside
Natural Area with installation planned for 2022. The overall goal of the project is to
continue to enhance the City’s largest open space, which is 102.5 acres in size and a
home to small creeks, grasslands and forests. The Hillside Natural Area provides a very
large active recreation space for hikers, bikers, and dog walkers who have easy access
through several neighborhood entry points and enjoy the quiet oak groves, open fields,
and expansive views of the San Francisco Bay. The project will increase visibility, access,
and use of the city’s existing network of trails, pathways, and stairs within the open space
and improve connectivity between identified citywide bicycle and pedestrian routes, key
community destinations, and existing trails. In 2020 several fire trails in the Hillside Natural
Area were repaired using grants funds from FEMA and the final and sixth site was
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completed in 2021. Utilizing Measure H funds, the City was able to almost double funding
for fire mitigation projects in the HNA in 2020 and that level of funding continued in 2021.

The heavy rains in 2017 eroded and damaged the fire access road at several locations in
the Hillside Natural Area. In late 2017, City staff applied for grants from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance (PA) Program and California
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) California Disaster Assistance Act
(CDAA) Program to repair fire road sites that were significantly damaged. In the summer
of 2019, the City completed the repairs of the Hillside Natural Area fire roads, site 1 to 5.
The repair consisted of minor re-grading of the earthen roads to fill washouts, restoring
the road profile and cross-section, recompacting existing soils, and installing earthen
water bars for erosion control. The design of the sixth site including a retaining wall was
completed in 2020 and the construction is scheduled for early 2021.

The City also continued to organize and support volunteer work parties, led by the El
Cerrito Green Teams, El Cerrito Trail Trekkers, and Friends of Five Creeks, throughout
the year, to support and enhance habitats and wildlife throughout the City’s owned and
controlled open spaces. In 2021, these events were often either self-guided or socially
distanced while still having significant turnout. The City will continue to support several
annual events that increase public awareness and access to the Hillside Natural Area,
including Earth Day and an Annual Hillside Festival each Spring.

Non-Recreational Facilities

Goal CF1: Safe and adequate community facilities that allow the City to offer better
services and inspire a sense of community pride.

The City continued to enhance operations at the Recycling and Environmental Resources
Center which was completed in 2012.

The City continued to serve the community from the City Hall facility which was completed
in 2009.

Public Services and Infrastructure

Goal PS1: An adequate, comprehensive, coordinated law enforcement system
consistent with the needs of the community.

The City continued its deployment of both patrol and specialty police units to address
crime trends. These units coordinated their efforts internally, by sharing and collaborating
on projects and investigations, and externally, with residents and community groups, to
continue to meet the safety needs of the community.

Goal PS2: A community that has minimized the risks to lives and property due to fire
hazards.

The City continues to minimize fire hazards by enforcing its comprehensive fire hazard
reduction program that focuses upon reducing fire hazards in four areas: (1) on City
property, (2) on property owned by other agencies (3) large landowners, and (4) on
residential property.
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In 2021, the Fire Department continued to implement the Vegetation Management Policy
which was rewritten in 2020 to make it easier to understand and align it with the State
guidelines to create zones centered around structures on the property with goals to avoid
home ignition from ember assault, reduce the heat and movement of the fire.

The history of the fire hazard abatement program was designed to reduce fire hazards on
a large number of private properties with efforts concentrating during the spring and early
summer months, prior to the State entering the annual “Fire Season”. However, with
climate change, continued below average rainfall and increasing northeast wind events
leading to more Red Flag Warnings, the City faces fire season almost year-round.

A process of advance notice and hearings for property owners is coupled with a public
education program involving the promulgation of standards for vegetation management in
residents’ yards and vacant lots. These notices and public education are aimed at
increasing the resident's knowledge and awareness of proper management of
combustible materials on their property, especially within the first 5 feet of the structure.

This program seeks to remove weeds, rubbish, litter or other flammable material from
private properties where such flammable material endangers the public safety by creating
a public nuisance and a fire hazard. Most property owners voluntarily abate these hazards
without Fire Department involvement. For the small number of property owners that do
not abate the hazards, the City completes the necessary abatement and places the costs
on the property owner’s tax bill.

Based on lessons learned over the last 5 years of record fires in the State, improved efforts
have been made for the incorporation of fire and ember resistant construction materials
and careful selection of landscape material, proper placement and maintenance of
residents landscaping. Further amendments will need to be incorporated into the
vegetation management program to comply with AB3074, a state bill passed in 2020
addressing fire prevention, wildfire risk, defensible space, and ember-resistant zones
requiring enforcement of more intense fuel reductions to create an ember resistant zone
withing 5 feet of any structure

Over the past twenty-five years, the City’s public education efforts and annual fire hazard
abatement program has been very successful in reducing fire hazards throughout the hills
which are designated Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones.

Goal PS3: Safe and adequate public infrastructure to serve El Cerrito’s residents, now
and in the future.

In addition to the projects noted under Goal T1, the City continued implementation of the
Annual Street Improvement Program funded by Measure A and the Access Modifications
(Streets) Program funded by SB 1. Also, as a result of new transportation funding provided
by SB 1, the City has continued funding a new Sidewalk Repair Program to repair tripping
hazards throughout the City with a robust project completed in 2021.

In 2021, the City completed construction of the Carlson Boulevard and Central Avenue
Pavement Rehabilitation Project. The project rehabilitated the roadway pavement,
replaced traffic signal loop detectors, and enhanced traffic striping. The project location
is on Central Avenue from Santa Clara Avenue to San Pablo Avenue and Carlson
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Boulevard from the north City Limits to Central Avenue. The project was the second
component of the Central Avenue and Carlson Boulevard Street Improvements Project in
the Capital Improvement Program. The first component consisting of curb ramp and
sidewalk work was completed as part of the 2018 Curb Ramp and Sidewalk Repair Project
in 2019. The project was largely funded by a federal One Bay Area Grant (OBAG)
Program grant with additional funding from the State’s SB 1 Local Partnership Program
(LPP) grant and the City’s Measure A Street Improvement funds. Both roadways carry a
significant volume of traffic and are classified as arterial streets. The pavement on these
roadways currently has several areas with cracking and potholes due to the amount and
type of traffic, including trucks and buses, as well as prior heavy rainy seasons. The
project will benefit the many commuters, transit services and bicyclists who utilize these
roadways on a daily basis.

In 2021, the City began construction of the Gladys-El Dorado-B Street Improvements
Project. The project will rehabilitate the roadway pavement; reconstruct sections of
sidewalk, curb, and gutter; install new and modified curb ramps; reconstruct valley gutters;
and install enhanced traffic signing and pavement markings. The project is located on
Gladys Avenue from Lexington Avenue to Richmond Street, on El Dorado Street from
Carlson Boulevard to San Pablo Avenue, and on B Street from Behrens Street to Ashbury
Avenue. The pavement on these roadways is currently in poor condition, three of the
lowest in the City. In addition, street trees have severely displaced sections of pavement,
sidewalk, curb and gutter, and a valley gutter facility within the roadway is damaged and
needs repairs to facilitate stormwater drainage across B Street. The project will benefit
residents and the community in general by providing safe and accessible walking, biking,
and driving routes to important destinations in this area. The project is funded by the City’s
Measure A Street Improvement funds with additional funding from the SB 1 LPP.

Implementation of the Complete Streets component of the San Pablo Avenue Specific
Plan and implementation of the Active Transportation Plan will enhance pedestrian and
bicycle safety throughout the City and provide infrastructure which accommodate all
modes of transportation. Implementation of these plans will continue to occur as new
development occurs and as funding is secured.

Goal PS4: An adequate storm drainage system to serve existing and future planned
development

In March 1993, the voters of the City of El Cerrito approved the issuance of $6.3 million in
revenue bonds for the reconstruction of the City’s storm drain system. In June 1993, the
City Council adopted Ordinance 93-4, providing for the imposition and collection of Storm
Drain Fees to pay the debt service on the revenue bonds. Ordinance 93-4 set the Storm
Drain Fee and provided that the fees are collected through the property tax based on
amounts specified in an annual Engineer’s report. This Engineer’s report contains the
description of each parcel of real property receiving storm drain services and the amount
of the annual fee for each parcel.

In 2021, the City continued its collaboration with the SF Estuary Partnership to construct
and coordinate with utilities for the San Pablo Avenue Green Stormwater Spine
Project. The demonstration Project in El Cerrito was completed in June 2021, retrofitting
portions of the public right-of-way to install green infrastructure. Green infrastructure is a
landscape-based stormwater treatment approach that uses natural processes to infiltrate,
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retain, re-use, and filter stormwater runoff to reduce the amount of pollutants that reach
local waterways and ultimately the San Francisco Bay.

Also in 2020, the City completed construction of the 2019 Storm Drain Repair Project
which restored the drainage facilities on the 700 block of Hancock Way and 1000 Block of
King Drive. On Hancock Way, the project replaced two storm drain inlets, the storm
drainpipe crossing the street, and replaced sections of the road and reconstructed a long
stretch of curb and gutter that had been lifted by the on-going settlement on the area. On
King Dr, the project upgraded two storm drain inlets and restored the west side of the road
right to re-establish the flowline. Minor storm drain repairs were also completed on King
Court next to the Hillside Natural Area.

The City actively participated in the Contra Costa Clean Water Program to implement the
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), Municipal Regional Permit
Order No. R2-2015-0049 (MRP 2.0) which became effective January 1, 2016. This
included taking specific stormwater management actions to control trash litter, 303(d)
listed pollutants, other pollutants of concern (POCs), and Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) limits. In compliance with the MRP, the City developed a Green Infrastructure
Plan, adopted by the City Council in 2019. In 2020, the City completed a thorough
inventory and installation effort to install hundreds of new markers educating residents
about stormwater at each storm drain inlet.

The City also continued to develop an update to the City’s Storm Drain Master Plan, which
was last updated in 1999. The scope considers the green infrastructure requirements and
is expected to be adopted in 2022. Moreover, it will identify opportunities to improve the
City’s Storm Drain system by improving the condition and capacity of the storm sewer
network.

Goal PS5: A system that minimizes the City’s generation and disposal of solid waste
materials by providing an adequate and integrated waste management program and
related facilities to serve existing and future planned development.

In 2012, the City completed construction of a new state-of-the-art Recycling +
Environmental Resource Center. In addition to the City’s continued curb-side pickup
program, the Recycling + Environmental Resource Center (RERC) provides convenient
drop-off facilities for a wide array of items. The Center allows the City to expand the range
of items accepted for disposal, improving collection options for all constituents and for
many residents of surrounding communities. The Center has expanded the items that the
City is able to accept, including compact fluorescent light bulbs, books, sharps, expired
medications, and scrap textiles. The Center has been designed as a facility that will
provide maximum flexibility to meet future, changing waste disposal needs. In 2018, the
City began to collect household hazardous waste at the Recycling + Environmental
Resources Center with a popular once per week collection event. Notably, in 2020, the
RERC was one of the first City facilities to reopen to the public after the first COVID-19-
related shelter at home order, with safety protocols in place.

Additionally, in 2021, the City Council adopted two ordinances moving related goals
forward. The City Council adopted an updated Foodware Ordinance that will require all

foodware (e.g., cups, plates, utensils, etc.) served by food providers in El Cerrito to be
either reusable or compostable, starting July 1, 2022. This Ordinance will serve to
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significantly reduce the amount of single-use plastic waste in El Cerrito and increase waste
diversion. In 2021, the City Council also adopted a “Mandatory Organics Recycling”
Ordinance, implementing the requirements of California Senate Bill (SB) 1383 and
requiring participation in the City’s recycling and composting programs with limited
exceptions.

In 2021, City Staff also worked closely on a draft amended and restated franchise
agreement with the City’s garbage and green waste hauler, which is anticipated to add
integrated waste management services to the community, likely to be considered by the
City of El Cerrito City Council in 2022. Staff is also moving forward with other programs to
implement SB 1383 and to increase composting and recycling in El Cerrito.

In 2021, the EI Cerrito City Council also approved of the purchase of two new recycling
trucks to support ongoing and expanded collection of recycling by the City’s recycling
operation.

Chapter 7: Resources and Hazards

Natural and Historic Resources

Goal R1:  Protected natural resources (important habitat, ecological resources, key
visual resources, ridges and ridgelines, creeks and streambanks, steeper slopes, vista
points, and major features), and clean air and water.

The City continued to implement the Zoning Ordinance, which contains specific standards
aimed at protecting creeks and hillside areas.

In 2021, the City continued to implement Chapter 13.28 of the El Cerrito Municipal Code,
the Public Tree and Shrub Ordinance. This primary purpose of this Ordinance is to
preserve and protect public trees.

For Clean Water activities, see Goal PS4.

Goal R2: Protected and rehabilitated architectural, historical, cultural, and
archaeological resources that are of local, state, or federal significance.

In 2014, the City Council approved the 1715 EIm Street project. As part of the project, the
existing house will be relocated on the property and rehabilitated to the Department of the
Interior’s standards. In 2021, the City issued the building permit application which will
allow the construction of the project and the relocation and rehabilitation of the existing
house.

Hazards

Goal H1:  Minimal potential for loss of life, injury, damage to property, economic and
social dislocation and unusual public expense due to natural and man-made hazards,
including protection from the risk of flood damage, hazards of soil erosion, fire hazards,
weak and expansive soils, potentially hazardous soils materials, other hazardous
materials, geologic instability, seismic activity, and release of hazardous materials from
refineries and chemical plants in West County.
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The City continued to oversee the residential rental inspection program.

The City continued implementation of the Unreinforced Masonry (URM) building hazard
mitigation ordinance. The last URM building was demolished in 2021 to prepare for
development of a new mixed use project at 10919 San Pablo Avenue.

In 2021, the City initiated work on the Soft-Story Inventory through a Soft-Story Retrofit
Planning Grant from Cal OES. This grant funds the City to identify/inventory at-risk
buildings and provide data to inform future policy direction in consideration with the needs
of the City, its residents and property owners. This program aims to reduce risks to human
life, structures and infrastructure in the event of a powerful earthquake. This project is
anticipated to be completed in Spring 2021.

Goal H2: Government agencies, citizens and businesses are prepared for an effective
response and recovery in the event of emergencies or disasters.

The City Council declared a local state of emergency on March 13, 2020 due to the
global COVID-19 pandemic. Due to Contra Costa County public health orders, many
City facilities, including City Hall, were closed to the public for part of 2021 to prevent
transmission of COVID-19. Throughout 2021 and the global pandemic, the City has
adapted and provided new ways of delivering service to be able to continue providing
excellent emergency services to the community while adapting to public health rules and
guidelines.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the City was not able to continue the very popular
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program. The program teaches
neighbors to help themselves and help each other. Through CERT, citizens receive
hands-on training in Disaster First Aid, Disaster Preparedness, Basic Firefighting, Light
Search and Rescue, Damage Assessment, and How to Turn Off Utilities. The City hopes
to offer this program once it is safe again to do so.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the City was also not able to continue internal National
Incident Management System (NIMS) and the Incident Command System (ICS) training
for City staff. Through the training, staff members directly involved in managing an
emergency would understand command reporting structures, common terminology, and
roles and responsibilities inherent in a response operation. The City hopes to offer this
program once it is safe again to do so.

On March 25, 2020, the City Council adopted an Urgency Ordinance enacting a temporary
moratorium to halt evictions for residential and commercial tenants financially impacted by
COVID-19, which continued into 2021. The Ordinance does not establish rent forgiveness
but provides temporary rent forbearance to those who qualify by providing 180 days, from
the Ordinance expiration date, to catch up on unpaid rent and suspends late fees from
being charged for qualified residential and commercial tenants who can demonstrate loss
of income or revenue due to COVID-19.

Goal H3: New development complies with the noise standards established in the
General Plan, all new noise sources are within acceptable standards, and existing
objectionable noise sources are reduced or eliminated.
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All new development is evaluated under CEQA using the noise standards currently in the
General Plan. These noise standards were incorporated into updated Zoning Ordinance
in 2008 as performance standards required of all development.

CONCLUSION

To date, staff believes the City has continued to faithfully implement the City's 1999
General Plan as the actions, plans, programs and projects documented in this report
represent the City’s commitment to achieve the goals and objectives set forth in the
elements of the El Cerrito General Plan.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. HCD - Housing Element Annual Report
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Agenda Item No. 5.B.

Jurisdiction El Gerro ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT Note: "+" indicates an optional field Attachment 2
Reporting Year 2021 (Jan. 1- Dec. 31) HOUSing Element Implementation Cells in grey contain auto-calculation formulas
P ing Period 5th Cycle 01/31/2015 - 01/31/2023 (CCR Title 25 §6202)
Table A
Housing Development Applications Submitted
Date Total Total
Project Identifier Unit Types Application Proposed Units - Affordability by Household Incomes %p:::‘:; Dl;anr;:)srz\;ed Streamlining Density Bonus Applications Apg::iitslon Notes
Submitted X X
Project Project
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Date Was APPLICATION
. Tenure L Very Low- Low- Moderate- | Moderate- SUBMITTED Was a Density Was a Density A
e rting Unit Category Application Very Low- Low-Income Above Total Total — Please indicate
Local
Prior APN* CurrentAPN | Street Address Project Name® | "5 MISCEION| (sEASFD2t0 | oo | submitted: [Income Deeal '"°OMeNOM | 1NOMe | “Nonpeea | 'TOme | WnCOMe | yogerate. | 19t PROPOSED|  approVED | DIsSAPPROVED P"gsss;as“z:g)fc Bonus reduested | Bonus apProved | the status of the Notes®
racang 4,5+ ADU,MH) (see Restricted ; ; Restricted . " Income Y Froj Units by project| Units by Project AL o 'ng | for this g | Jpplication.
O=Owner . . Restricted | Restricted Restricted | Restricted (SB35 di p ? di p ?
instructions) Streamlining)
Summary Row: Start Data Entry Belo g 0 g 9 g g 5[ o & g
504182030] 313 CORONADO ST ADU R 2/23/2021 1 1 1 No No No Approved
503480007 776 POMONA AVE ADU R 412812021 1 1 1 No No No Approved
505181017| 1319 BREWSTER CT ADU R 10/21/2021 1 1 1 No No No Approved
503350024 822 POMONA AVE ADU R 71112021 