
EL CERRITO CITY COUNCIL

EL CERRITO REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING

MINUSES

SPECIAL CONCURRENT CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT MEETING

Tuesday, December 2, 2008 - 7:30 p.m.

Cih~ Council Chambers

Meeting Location

El Cerrito City Hall -City Council Chambers

10890 San Pablo Avenue. El Cerrito

William C. Jones, lII -Mayor
Mayor Pro Tem Sandi Potter Councilmember Janet Abelson

Councilmember .Tan Bridges Councilmember Letitia D. Moore

Councilmember Elect Greg Lyman Councilmember Elect Ann Cheng

ROLL CALL

Councilmembers/Agency Members Abelson, Bridges, Moore (Agency Chair), Potter and

Jones (Mayor) all present

7:30 p.m. CONVENE SPECIAL CITY COUNC[L(REDEVELOPMENT MEETING

Mayor Jones convened the Special Cite Council/Redevelopment meeting at 731 p.m.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG was led by Councilmember Bridges.

2. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS/COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS/LIAISON REPORTS

No reports.

3. PRESENTATION - EL CERRITO WALL OF FAME

Adopt a resolution recognizing the leadership, contributions and achievements of Miriam

Wilkins in the area of heritage roses and inducting Miriam Wilkins into the El Cerrito Wall of

Fame.

Sneakers: Marion Kent, President, EI Cerrito Garden Club, expressed her pleasure in honoring
Miriam Wilkins on her induction into the El Cerrito Wall of Pame.
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Esther Sereeant, Chair and Sponsor of Ms. Wilkin's nomination to the El Cerrito Wall of Fame,

thanked the Council for their unanimous endorsement of Ms. Wilkins.

Kristina Osborn; Regional Coordinator for the Heritage Rose Group, expressed her appreciation
for Ms. Wilkins and her work in establishing CheI-Ieritage Rose Group and the protection and

preservation of heritage roses.

Greg Lowerv, Heritage RoseFoundation, commended Ms. Wilkins for establishing the Heritage
Rose Group and for her work in the protection and preservation ofheritage roses and wild roses.

Tom Panas; El Cemto Historical Society, stated that Ms. Wilkins is also appreciated for her

enormous contributions to the history of EI Cerrito.

Theresa Parella, El Cerrito, congratulated Ms. Wilkins on her induction into the Wall of Fame

and stated that Ms. Wilkins was an excellent teacher at Fairmont School.

Councilmenilier Moore named other great individuals who have had roses named after them such

as John F. Kennedy, [3arbara Streisarid, Amelia Earhart, Grace Kelly. Cary Grant, Queen
Elizabeth_ and William Shakespeare among others.

Councilmember Bridees stated that it is a privilege to honor Ms. Wilkins for the work she has

done and noted Ms. Wilkins' heritage with El Cerrito. including her parents who were founding
fathers in 1917.and her father's service as an Assistant Fire~Chief and as a member of the E]

Cerrito Police Department.

Councilmber Abelson stated that the celebration this evening is pari ofthe restoration of the Wall

of Fame and stated that she was honored to celebrate Ms. Wilkins' contributions to the El Cerrito ~~

community and to the entire country.

Mavor Pro Tem Potter expressed her appreciation and congratulations to Ms. Wilkins and

thanked Ms. Wilkins for the E] Cerrito Rose Show and stated that she was grateful for and proud
of Ms. Wilkins work.

Miriam Wilkins, EI Cerrito Wall of Fame, thanked all those who were present, the El Cerrito

Garden Club and the Heritage Rose Group. Ms. Wilkins said she was born on the 700 block of

Elm Street and had watched the f rst Fairmont School burn down in a tremendous, unforgettable
blaze when she was five years old. Ms. Wilkins said her father was one of the founding fathers

who used to be commemorated on a plaque at city hal 1. Her father also built the City's first f re

house. Her childhood and growing up were blessed by her heroic and loving mother who made

sure that her two daughters received an education. Ms. Wilkins stated that roses bring her great

joy even though she can rio longer ~gardenand that her roses continue to bloom whether~they have

much care or not.

Action: Moved; seconded (MooreBridges) and carried wianimously to adopt Resolution No.

008-82 and commend Ms. Wilkins on her achievements and induction into the El Cerrito Wall

of Fame.
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9. PUBLIC HEARINGS-None

10. POLICY MATTERS

City Council Reorganization

Election of City Council and Redevelopment Agency Officers.

Mayor .Tones lhauked his family and the residents of El Cerrito for their support over the past
four years and exptèssed his pleasure at having had the opportunity to serve as Mayor and

represent the City ofEl Cerrito. Mayor Jones stated that ithas been gratifying to go outside the

city and represent E9 Cerrito and hear comments about the city and residents of El Cerrito.

Mavor Pro Tem Potter thanked Mayor Jones for representing the city on a regional level and

noted Mayor Jones'~outstanding leadership and the City's accomplishments this year including
the completion of the New City Hall, significant upgrades to Sant Pablo Avenue, significant
reductions in criminal activity, establishing an Environmental Quality Committee and

Environmental Services Division; expanded recreation programs, passage of Measure A which

ensures a stablerevenue source for street repair and increased public information efforts. Mavor

Pro Tem Potter also noted Mayor Jones attendance at several public events and ribbon cuttings
such as City Hall, the Tom Bates Regional Sportsfield and JoAnns Fabrics.

Mavor Pro Tem Potter also congratulated Mayor Jones onhis re-election. Mayor Pro Tem Potter

congratulated Councilmember Cheng on her election and recent marriage and stated that she was

looking forward to work with Councilmember Cheng, particularly her youthful enthusiasm and

El Cerrito born perspective, and learning from her expertise on transportation planning and

sustainable communities. Mayor Pro Tem Potter congratulated Councilmember Lyman ou his

election and acknowledged Councilmember Lyman's hard work in the sports association.

environment and sustainable planning and stated that she looked forward to working with

Councilmember Lynran.

CITY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION

Cheryl Morse, City'Clerk, declared the Offices of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tempore vacant.

Councilmember Abelson nominated Mayor Pro Tempore Potter to the Office of Mayor.

City Clerk Morse called for further nominations to which there were none.

Action: Moved, seconded (Lyman/Abelson) and carried unanimously to close nominations.

the City Council voted unanimously to elect Mayor Pro Tempore Potter as Mayor.

Mayor Potter called for nominations for office of Mayor Pro Tem.

Councilmember Jones nominated Councilmember Abelson for the Office of Mayor Pro

Tempore.

Mayor Potter called for ftu-ther nominations to which there were none.

Action: Moved. seconded (Lyman/Cheng) and carried unanimously to close nominations.

The City Council voted unanimously to select Councilmember Abelson as Mayor Pro Tem.

Mavor Potter stated'that she is really honored to serve again in her second term as Mayor and be

in the New City Hall with all those who have come out to join in the Wall of Fame Celebration,

send off the outgoing councilmembers and welcome the incoming councilmembers. Mayor
Potter said that it has been a privilege to serve and that she hopes to continue the Cotuicils̀
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