
      
 
   
 

  
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 – 6:15 p.m. 

Hillside Conference Room 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 – 7:00 p.m.  

City Council Chambers 
 
 

Meeting Location 
El Cerrito City Hall  

10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito 
 

Janet Abelson – Mayor 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Rebecca Benassini    Councilmember Mark Friedman 
Councilmember Jan Bridges           Councilmember Greg Lyman 

 
 

  ROLL CALL 
6:15 p.m. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
  ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Initiation of litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(4): One potential 
case 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (Comments are limited to three 
minutes per speaker and to items listed on this special agenda only.) 
RECESS INTO CLOSED SESSION 
ADJOURN SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

 
 ROLL CALL 
7:00 p.m. CONVENE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OR OBSERVATION OF 
MOMENT OF SILENCE – Councilmember Lyman. 
2. COUNCIL / STAFF COMMUNICATIONS (Reports of Closed Session, 
commission appointments and informational reports on matters of general interest which are 
announced by the City Council & City Staff.) 
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3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC   
All persons wishing to speak should sign up with the City Clerk.  Remarks are typically 
limited to 3 minutes per person. The Mayor may reduce the time limit per speaker depending 
upon the number of speakers.  Kindly state your name and city of residence for the record.  
Comments regarding non-agenda, presentation and consent calendar items will be heard 
first.  Comments related to items appearing on the Public Hearing or Policy Matter portions 
of the Agenda are taken up at the time the City Council deliberates each action item.  
Individuals wishing to comment on any closed session scheduled after the regular meeting 
may do so during this public comment period or after formal announcement of the closed 
session. 
4. PRESENTATION  

A. Annual Sundar Shadi Garden Awards – Presentation by Bonnie E. Smith, 
President, El Cerrito Garden Club. 

B. Utility Users Tax Presentation – Presentation by Lisa Malek-Zadeh, Finance 
Director and Sky Woodruff, City Attorney. 

Receive a presentation from the City Attorney and Finance staff regarding the City’s Utility 
Users Tax. 
5. ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT CALENDAR – Item Nos. 5A through 5I 

A. Minutes for Approval 
Approve the May 6, 2014 Special City Council and Regular City Council meeting minutes. 

B. Various Traffic and Parking Regulation Revisions 
Adopt two separate resolutions authorizing the Public Works Director/City Engineer to: 
1) Remove seventy-five feet of green curb marking on the south side of Madera Drive in 
front of Madera Elementary School; and 2) Remove existing four-hour parking restrictions 
on the west side of San Pablo Avenue between Knott Avenue and Wall Avenue.  Exempt 
from CEQA. 

C. Budget Appropriation for the City Housing Trust Fund 
Adopt a resolution appropriating spending authority for the Fiscal Year 2013-14 budget for 
the newly creating City Housing Trust Fund.  

D. Support for Contra Costa College Bond Measure E  
Adopt a resolution supporting the goals of Contra Costa Community College District’s 
Education Bond Measure E and encouraging the voters of the City of El Cerrito to review the 
language and arguments concerning Measure E and thereafter to cast their vote on Measure E 
at the June 3, 2014 statewide primary election. 

E. Support for West Contra Costa Unified School District Measure H 
Adopt a resolution supporting the goals of Measure H and encouraging the voters of El 
Cerrito to review the language and arguments concerning Measure H and thereafter cast their 
vote on Measure H at the June 3, 2014 statewide primary election.  

F. Proclamation Recognizing Officer Bailey Thepkaysone 
Approve a proclamation commending Officer Bailey Thepkaysone on the occasion of his 
recognition by the Exchange Club of Albany–El Cerrito as the Officer of the Year on May 
28, 2014 and extending sincere appreciation to Officer Thepkaysone for his devotion to the 
mission, vision and values of the Police Department.  He truly epitomizes community based 
policing in the City of El Cerrito. 
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G. Jewish American Heritage Month Proclamation 
Approve a proclamation declaring May 2014 as Jewish American Heritage Month in the City 
of El Cerrito and calling upon all residents to celebrate Jewish Americans who have helped 
weave the fabric of not only American history, culture and society but also the City of El 
Cerrito and visit www.JewishHeritageMonth.gov to learn more about the heritage and 
contributions of Jewish Americans and to observe this month, the theme of which is healing 
the world, with solemn remembrance, appropriate programs, activities and ceremonies. 

H. Asian American Pacific Islander Month Proclamation 
Approve a proclamation declaring May 2014 as Asian American and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month in the City of El Cerrito and inviting everyone to reflect on the notable 
accomplishments and outstanding services provided by Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders to the Nation, California and the City of El Cerrito. 

I. June 2014 City Council Meeting Schedule 
The City Council will meet on Monday, June 2, 2014.  Approve a recommendation 
confirming an additional special meeting on Monday, June 9, 2014 and rescheduling the June 
17, 2014 regular City Council meeting to Monday, June 23 and reserve Tuesday, June 24 and 
Monday, June 30 for additional consideration of the budget and other city business as 
necessary. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. Confirm the Diagram and Levy the Assessment for FY 2014-15 Landscape 
and Lighting Assessment District No. 1988-1 

Conduct a public hearing and upon conclusion adopt a resolution setting the annual 
Landscape and Lighting Assessment for Fiscal Year 2014-15 as $72 per residential parcel 
and as noted in the Engineer’s Report for other classes of properties. 

B. Fiscal Year 2014-15 Storm Drain Annual Report and Method of Collecting 
Storm Drain Fees 

Conduct a public hearing and upon conclusion adopt a resolution approving the Fiscal Year 
2014-15 Storm Drain Annual Report and directing that Storm Drain Fees be collected on the 
property tax rolls. 
7. POLICY MATTERS  

A. Smoking Pollution Protection Ordinance Study Session 
Receive a presentation regarding secondhand smoke and pollution associated with smoking.  
Discuss community outreach and engagement, options for restricting smoking in public 
places, commercial areas and multi-family housing, tobacco sales and possible preparation of 
an ordinance for the City Council’s consideration. 

B. City Council Wall of Fame Nomination Subcommittee Recommendation 
Approve the City Council Wall of Fame Nomination Subcommittee’s recommendation to 
induct Tom Panas into the El Cerrito Wall of Fame and direct the City Clerk to return to the 
City Council with a resolution confirming the appointment and schedule the formal induction 
ceremony in either July or August 2014 pending the availability of all parties involved. 
8.       COUNCIL LOCAL AND REGIONAL LIAISON ASSIGNMENT REPORTS  
Mayoral and City Council communications regarding local and regional liaison assignments 
and committee reports. (Held over from the May 6, 2014 City Council meeting.) 
9.     ADJOURN REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
The next City Council meeting is Monday, June 2, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, 10890 San 
Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, California. 

http://www.jewishheritagemonth.gov/
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The City of El Cerrito serves, leads and supports our diverse community by providing 
exemplary and innovative services, public places and infrastructure, ensuring public 

safety and creating an economically and environmentally sustainable future. 
 

 
 Council Meetings can be heard live on FM Radio, KECG – 88.1 and 97.7 FM and viewed live on Cable TV - KCRT- 

Channel 28 and AT&T Uverse Channel 99.  The meetings are rebroadcast on Channel 28 the following Thursday and 
Monday at 12 noon, except on holidays. Live and On-Demand Webcast of the Council Meetings can be accessed from 
the City’s website http://www.el-cerrito.org/ind-ex.aspx?NID=114. Copies of the agenda bills and other written 
documentation relating to items of business referred to on the agenda are on file and available for public inspection in the 
Office of the City Clerk, at the El Cerrito Library and posted on the City’s website at www.el-cerrito.org prior to the 
meeting.   

  
 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 

please contact the City Clerk, (510) 215-4305.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title I).  

 
 The Deadline for agenda items and communications is eight days prior to the next meeting by 12 noon, City Clerk’s 

Office, 10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA. Tel: 215–4305 Fax: 215–4379, email cmorse@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us 
 
 IF YOU CHALLENGE A DECISION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IN COURT, YOU MAY BE LIMITED TO RAISING 

ONLY THOSE ISSUES YOU OR SOMEONE ELSE RAISED AT THE COUNCIL MEETING.  ACTIONS 
CHALLENGING CITY COUNCIL DECISIONS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE TIME LIMITATIONS 
CONTAINED IN CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE SECTION 1094.6. 

 
 The City Council believes that late night meetings deter public participation, can affect the Council’s decision-making 

ability, and can be a burden to staff.  City Council Meetings shall be adjourned by 10:30 p.m., unless extended to a 
specific time determined by a majority of the Council. 

http://www.el-cerrito.org/ind-ex.aspx?NID=114
mailto:cmorse@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
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AGENDA BILL 

Agenda Item No. 4(8) 

Date: May 20,2014 

To: El Cerrito City Council 

From: Lori Trevino, Senior Financial Analyst 
Lisa Malek-Zadeh, Finance Director/City Treasurer 

Subject: Utility Users Tax Presentation 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Receive a presentation from the City Attorney and Finance staff regarding the City's 
Utility Users Tax. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
On November 2, 2004, the voters approved revisions to the Utility Users Excise Tax 
(UUT), Chapter 4.40 of the El Cerrito Municipal Code. The ordinance was revised by 
the City Council in March 2007 to clarify the definition of "telephone communications 
services" in the ordinance, as it related to the application of federal excise taxes on 
communications services, but did not affect the method of calculating the UUT. 

Services subject to the 8% UUT include electricity, gas, water, video, and wired and 
wireless telephone. Taxes are collected by utility service providers from their customers 
and then remitted to the City on a monthly basis. Due to an unexpected decline in UUT 
revenues in FY 2012-13, City staff have been reviewing remittances for discrepancies 
and researching the possible reasons for the decline. During the March 2014 mid-year 
budget review, there were numerous questions about the UUT. 

The presentation this evening will provide an overview of the UUT ordinance, UUT 
revenues, changes in legal and economic conditions related to the UUT since it was 
revised in 2004, and what the City can do to address revenue declines and fluctuations. 



Agenda Item No. 5(A) 

 
EL CERRITO CITY COUNCIL 

 
  

 
MINUTES 

 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 – 6:40 p.m. 
Hillside Conference Room 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
Tuesday, May 6, 2014 – 7:00 p.m.  

City Council Chambers 
 
 

Meeting Location 
El Cerrito City Hall  

10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito 
 

Janet Abelson – Mayor 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Rebecca Benassini    Councilmember Mark Friedman 
Councilmember Jan Bridges           Councilmember Greg Lyman 

 
 

  ROLL CALL 
  Present: Councilmembers Benassini, Bridges, Lyman and Mayor Abelson 
  Absent: Councilmember Friedman 
6:40 p.m. SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
  Mayor Abelson called the special City Council meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC – No speakers. 
COMMISSION INTERVIEWS, STATUS AND APPOINTMENTS 
Conduct interviews of candidates for city boards and commissions.  Interviews may result in 
an announcement of appointment at the meeting.  The City Council may also discuss and 
determine the scheduling and structure of future interviews.  
Action: Conducted interview.  The City Council, by mutual consent (Absent – 
Councilmember Friedman), appointed George Gager to the Arts and Culture Commission for 
a term beginning on May 6, 2014 and concluding on March 1, 2016. 
ADJOURNED SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING at 7:10 p.m. 

 
 ROLL CALL 
  Present: Councilmembers Benassini, Bridges, Lyman and Mayor Abelson 
  Absent: Councilmember Friedman 
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7:00 p.m. CONVENE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
  Mayor Abelson called the City Council meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OR OBSERVATION OF 
MOMENT OF SILENCE was led by Mayor Pro Tem Benassini. 

2. COUNCIL / STAFF COMMUNICATIONS  
Mayor Abelson announced the City Council’s appointment of George Gager to the Arts and 
Culture Commission for a term beginning on May 6, 2014 and concluding on  
Councilmember Bridges reported that she attended a city sponsored drought resilient home 
workshop on May 1.  There was a presentation from a water conservation representative 
from the East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) who informed all of the importance 
of fixing everyday leaks and checking for leaks in the toilet tank.  The workshop also 
featured a speaker from Greywater Action, who provided information on using laundry 
greywater in the landscape. The workshop was very informative and well attended. 
Mayor Pro Tem Benassini informed all about Stege Sanitary District’s upcoming public 
hearing on June 12, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at Stege’s office on Schmidt Lane regarding a 
proposed rate increase.  The hearing will provide information about why an increase is 
needed including water quality regulations and the District’s overall program to replace and 
repair sewer lines. 
Councilmember Lyman discussed a home survey and leak detection/water saving kit he 
received from EBMUD that is also available to all residents.   Councilmember Lyman 
encouraged all to contact EBMUD at 866-403-2683 or www.ebmud@com to obtain a free kit 
to survey a home and fix any leaks.  It is Stroke Awareness Month.  Councilmember Lyman 
referenced a card distributed by Doctors Hospital that contains important information 
regarding stroke symptoms and described the various symptoms that might be indicative of a 
stroke and require urgent medical care.   
Mayor Abelson reported that she attended the 2014 Asian Pacific Islander American 
Heritage Awards Ceremony in San Francisco on May 5th which featured many interesting 
speeches and performances.  The ceremony was also attended by San Francisco Mayor Ed 
Lee.  Additionally, the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) is looking for everyone’s input on its 
“Fleet of the Future,” a mock-up of new cars that one can sit in. On April 29, Mayor Abelson 
welcomed the Contra Costa Climate Leaders to a workshop held at City Hall.  The Climate 
Leaders talked about General Plans.  On April 23, Mayor Abelson attended the League of 
California Cities Legislative Action Day in Sacramento regarding the League’s perspective 
on priority bills and bills currently under review by the State Legislature.  She also 
participated in a briefing via League webcast on April 10.  At the April 24 West County 
Mayors and Supervisors Association meeting, the Mayors received a presentation from the 
West Contra Costa Unified School District (WCCUSD).  Mayor Abelson noted that 
WCCUSD Board President, Charles Ramsey, stated that it is time for the School District to 
support cities during these difficult financial times. On May 1, the Contra Costa Mayors 
Conference received a presentation on homeless services from a representative of the Trinity 
Center.  Homelessness is everywhere in every city in Contra Costa County and everyone 
needs to work together to find solutions to this problem.  There are 49 homeless in El Cerrito 
according to the most recent census.  Mayor Abelson also attended the Contra Costa 
Transportation Authority (CCTA) meeting and the Committee on Aging meeting.  There will 
be a balance and brain integration class offered at the Senior Center that will go on for eight 
weeks.  Interested individuals can call 559-7677 to register or to obtain more information.   

http://www.ebmud@com/
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The City’s Earth Day Celebration occurred on April 26.  Mayor Abelson thanked the  
outstanding group of people who worked on various projects.  Participants, which included 
Councilmembers Bridges and Lyman, collected approximately 4300 cigarette butts along San 
Pablo Avenue.  Cigarette butts are highly toxic to the water system.  Fifty  people worked at 
the El Cerrito High project site.  The event offered something for everybody.  Mayor 
Abelson also thanked those who put together lunch. 

3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC   
Manish Doshi, El Cerrito, expressed concerns about construction related damage that has 
occurred on Castro Field.  Soccer and other youth groups have not had use of the field for 
over a year.  Mr. Doshi asked if the field would be replaced by the school district and when it 
would occur. A lot of kids and community members have been unable to use the field.  
Athletic groups are being charged $38 per hour to use the high school field and have received 
reports that use will be $84 per hour in the summer despite the El Cerrito community’s long 
time support of the school district.    
Andy Lojo, Kensington, spoke on behalf of El Cerrito Youth Baseball (ECYB). Mr. Lojo 
described the program and reminded the school district of the significant investment of time 
and fundraising that ECYB has done for the fields.  ECYB has invested over $40,000 and 
hundreds of hours of volunteer time, labor and materials over the past few years.  The 2006 
Joint Use Agreement between the City and West Contra Costa Unified School District 
(WCCUSD) outlines priorities and standards for use. The El Cerrito High School Athletic 
Program is disrupting, delaying or preventing ECYB’s use of the fields and does not 
communicate in advance about scheduling and field use changes or cancellations.   
Susan Schwartz, Friends of Five Creeks, stated that the City needs to devote more attention, 
stewardship, budget and fire hazard reduction in the Hillside Natural Area.  Ms. Schwartz 
stated that volunteers have been doing detailed geographical positioning system (GPS) 
mapping of plants in the area and have put hours into removal of fire-prone invasive plants 
but the City will need to put additional money and resources toward the fire hazard reduction 
effort and should also consider the height and timing of mowing. Volunteers have persuaded 
experts on native grasslands to meet with city staff for free to talk about adjustments that can 
be made.  Ms. Schwartz invited all to attend the May 17 Hillside Festival to pull broom and 
participate in a wildflower walk.  There is a plant list and slideshow on the Friends of Five 
Creek’s website http://www.fivecreeks.org/.   
Anne Ogonowsky, El Cerrito, described the work she had done in helping Friends of Five 
Creeks to clear brush in El Cerrito and encouraged the City Council to place more resources 
toward stewardship of the Hillside Natural Area.  Ms. Ogonowsky said the volunteers need 
more help and direction and noted that there are many willing hands. 
4. PRESENTATION   

A. Contra Costa Community College District Facility Needs & Priorities: 
Information about Measure E – Presentation by Denise Noldon, President at 
Contra Costa College and John Marquez, President, Contra Costa Community 
College District Governing Board. 

Receive a presentation outlining the role of Contra Costa Community College District in the 
community and information regarding Measure E, an education bond measure on the June 3 
ballot. 
Action:     Received presentation.   
 
 

http://www.fivecreeks.org/
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B. Update from West Contra Costa Unified School District on School 
Construction Activities – Presentation by Charles Ramsey, President, Board of 
Education and Bill Fay, Assistant Superintendent, West Contra Costa Unified 
School District, Hibser Yamauchi Architects, Inc. 

Action:     Received presentation. [Mr. Fay provided an update on the status of 
construction at El Cerrito High and Harding Elementary, and also reported on plans and 
timelines for Fairmont Elementary and Portola Middle School.  In response to issues related 
to field use raised during public comment and by the City Council, Mr. Fay stated that 
Castro Field will be ready by August and as to other issues raised, including High School 
field use, access to bathrooms and user fees, follow up discussions will take place with Dr. 
Harter.]   
5. ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT CALENDAR – Item Nos. 5A through 5F 
Moved, seconded (Lyman/Bridges; Ayes – Councilmembers Benassini, Bridges, Lyman and 
Mayor Abelson; Noes – None; Absent – Councilmember Friedman) and carried to approve 
Consent Calendar Item Nos. 5(A) through 5(F) as indicated below.  

A. Minutes for Approval 
Approve the April 22, 2014 Closed Session and Regular City Council meeting minutes. 
Action:     Approved minutes.  

B. Ordinance Establishing the Measure A Swim Center Parcel Tax Rates for 
Fiscal Year 2014–15 First Reading April 22, 2014.  Vote: Unanimous 

Adopt Ordinance 2014–02 establishing the Measure A Swim Center Parcel Tax rates for 
Fiscal Year 2014-15, equal to the approved FY 2013-14 rates of $38.61 per single-family 
residential unit, $29.73 per multi-family residential unit and $270.66 per acre of non-
residential property. 
Action:    Adopted Ordinance No. 2014–02.  Effective June 5, 2014. 

C. Landscape and Lighting Assessment District No. 1988-1 Resolution of Intent 
to Order Improvements and Set the Date for the Public Hearing as May 20, 
2014 

Accept the Engineer’s Report specifying assessments for the Landscaping and Lighting 
Assessment District and adopt a Resolution of Intention to Order Improvements pursuant to 
the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972, and setting the time, date and place of the public 
hearing as May 20, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  
Action:     Adopted Resolution No. 2014–12.  

D. Bike to Work Proclamation  
Approve a proclamation proclaiming May 8, 2014 as Bike to Work Day in the City of El 
Cerrito, recognizing the value of increased bicycle use and encouraging participation in the 
20th Annual Bike to Work Day and other bicycling activities during the month of May.   
Action:     Approved proclamation. 

E. Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and Internal Controls 
Receive and file the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and the 
Memorandum on Internal Control and Required Communications (MOIC) for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2013. 
Action:     Received and filed. 

F. Modify Summer City Council Meeting Schedule 
Approve a recommendation to adopt a reduced City Council meeting schedule consisting of 
the third Tuesday in July and August and the fourth Monday in September 2014.  Cancelling 
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the first regularly scheduled meeting in July through September is consistent with a reduced 
meeting schedule approved by the City Council for the past thirteen years.  City Council 
meeting dates in July, August and September would be Tuesday, July 15, Tuesday, August 
19 and Monday, September 22 with an additional request to keep the first Tuesday in July 
and September reserved for special meetings as needed. 
Action:     Approved recommendation. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS – None 
7. POLICY MATTERS  

Capital Improvement Program Study Session 
Receive a presentation on the City’s current Capital Improvement Program (CIP), discuss 
potential changes or additions to the CIP, and provide possible direction to staff regarding 
preparation of next year’s CIP as part of the City’s Fiscal Year 2014-15 budget process. 
Presenter: Yvetteh Ortiz, Public Works Director. 
Action:    Received presentation.  Discussion held.  Moved, seconded (Lyman/Benassini; 
Ayes – Councilmembers Benassini, Bridges, Lyman and Mayor Abelson; Noes – None; 
Absent – Councilmember Friedman)  to include the following projects listed on the CIP wish 
list (supplemental powerpoint slide 23): 1) Hillside Natural Area Improvements (trails and 
landscaping); 2) Citywide Path/Stairway/Boardwalk Rehabilitation & Improvement; 3) 
Urban Forest Management Plan Improvements; 4) Canyon Trail Clubhouse Improvements; 
5) Park Facilities Rehabilitation & Improvements; and 6) Creek Major Maintenance & 
Restoration to the existing list of projects identified in the ten year capital improvement plan. 
8.       COUNCIL LOCAL AND REGIONAL LIAISON ASSIGNMENT REPORTS  
Mayoral and City Council communications regarding local and regional liaison assignments 
and committee reports. (Held over to the May 20, 2014 City Council meeting.) 
9.     ADJOURNED REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING at 9:54 p.m.  

 SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Item No. 4(A) Contra Costa Community College District Facility Needs & Priorities: 
Information about Measure E 
1. Resolution in Support of Measure E, Contra Costa Community College District – 

Submitted by John Marquez, President, Contra Costa Community College District 
Governing Board. 

2. Additional information about Measure E, Contra Costa Community College District 
Bond – Submitted by Denise Noldon, Ph.D., President, Contra Costa College. 

Item No. 4(B)     Update from West Contra Costa Unified School District on School 
Construction Activities 
3. Bond Program Projects May 2014 Powerpoint presentation – Submitted by Bill Fay, 

Assistant Superintendent, West Contra Costa Unified School District. 
4. Portola Middle School Project Status Powerpoint Presentation – Submitted by Bill Fay, 

Assistant Superintendent, West Contra Costa Unified School District. 
5. Community Update Portola Middle School at Castro Project - Submitted by Bill Fay, 

Assistant Superintendent, West Contra Costa Unified School District. 
6. Harding Elementary School Update - Submitted by Bill Fay, Assistant Superintendent, 

West Contra Costa Unified School District. 
7. El Cerrito High School Stadium Update – Submitted by Bill Fay, Assistant 

Superintendent, West Contra Costa Unified School District. 
Item No. 5(C)  Landscape and Lighting Assessment District No. 1988-1 Resolution of 
Intent to Order Improvements and Set the Date for the Public Hearing as May 20, 2014 
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8. LLAD Engineers Report, Section 9: individual parcel assessments list – Submitted by 
Lori Treviño, Senior Financial Analyst. 

Item No. 7    Capital Improvement Program Study Session 
9. Revised powerpoint presentation – Submitted by Yvetteh Ortiz, Public Works Director. 
Other: 
10. Fire-prone invasives, Hillside Natural Area, Main Section – Submitted by Susan 

Schwartz, Friends of Five Creeks. 
11. League of California Cities Legislative Action Day Preview Briefing on Priority Bills – 

Submitted by Mayor Abelson. 



AGENDA BILL 
 
 

Agenda Item No. 5(B) 
 

 

 

Date:  May 20, 2014 

To:  El Cerrito City Council 

From:  Melissa L. Tigbao, Engineering Manager / Senior Engineer 
Yvetteh Ortiz, Interim Public Works Director / City Engineer 
 

Subject: Various Traffic and Parking Revisions 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Adopt two separate resolutions authorizing the Public Works Director / City Engineer 
to: 
 
1. Remove seventy-five feet of green curb marking on the south side of Madera Drive 

in front of Madera Elementary school 
2. Remove existing four-hour parking restrictions on the west side of San Pablo 

Avenue between Knott Avenue and Wall Avenue  
 

DISCUSSION 
The Public Works Department has received requests from Madera Elementary School 
and Honda of El Cerrito to evaluate parking revisions as discussed below.    

Removal of Green Curb Marking on Madera Drive 
The El Cerrito Public Works Department is proposing the removal of the green curb 
marking on Madera Drive. In 2007, the Council approved Resolution 2007-73, 
authorizing the installation of seventy-five  feet of green curb marking in front of 
Madera Elementary School to better facilitate vehicle movement during pick-up and 
drop-off times.  The green curb zone is located between the school’s two driveways 
which access the main parking lot. Green curb marking designates short-term parking 
and is supplemented by signs to indicate that it is to be used actively for drop-off and 
pick-up activities.  However, student drop-off and pick-up in this designated area has led 
to conflicts with students crossing traffic at either the two school driveways on Madera 
Drive or within the school property itself. 
 
As a result of a 2013 community meeting and discussions with school representatives 
and the Police Department, various parking changes were proposed to reduce traffic 
congestion and improve pedestrian safety during drop-off and pick-times. In July 2013, 
an initial notification regarding traffic and parking changes, including the removal of the 
green curb marking, was sent to property owners and businesses within a 300-foot radius 
of the school. No comments were received regarding the green curb removal. Given 
Public Works staff’s concern that the removal might exacerbate congestion in the area, 
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in August 2013, the Public Works Department temporarily removed the green curb 
restriction.  The feedback from the school’s representatives regarding the temporary 
removal of the parking restriction has been favorable.  Our staff continues to work with 
the school representatives on various other parking and circulation modifications to 
address the traffic congestion.  At this time, staff is proposing the removal of the green 
curb marking which requires City Council approval.   

Removal of Four-Hour Parking on San Pablo Avenue between Knott Avenue and Wall 
Avenue 
 
The Public Works Department is proposing the removal of a four-hour parking 
restriction on the west side of San Pablo Avenue, between Knott Avenue and Wall 
Avenue.  This is in response to a request from Honda of El Cerrito, located at 11755 San 
Pablo Avenue, to remove the parking restriction to better serve their business needs for 
long-term parking.  Currently, all the businesses on this block have off-street parking 
available to meet their short-term parking needs.  The existing four-hour time limited 
parking was increased from a two-hour time limit in 2010 by City Council Resolution 
2010-77 to better serve business needs and to be consistent with the time restriction used 
in the residential permit parking areas within a half-mile around the Del Norte Bart 
Station.   
 
On July 31, 2013, a courtesy notification for temporary parking changes was sent to 
property owners, current residents and businesses within a 300-foot radius of this 
location. Given concerns of residential and BART parking spillover, the Public Works 
Department temporarily removed the parking restriction by covering the sign panels 
along the segment. The response from Honda of El Cerrito was positive and they 
requested a permanent removal. A final notification was sent to the requestor and 
immediately adjacent property owners and businesses on March 27, 2014. Since then no 
comments were received regarding the parking changes. The removal of the established 
parking time limit requires City Council approval. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The removal of signs and curb markings is not subject to the California Environmental 
Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to Sections 15060(c)(2) (the activity will not result in a 
direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) and 
15060(c)(3) (the activity is not a project as defined in Section 15378) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, because it has no 
potential for resulting in physical change to the environment, directly or indirectly. 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN CONSIDERATIONS 
Approval of the removal of green curb marking and parking restrictions would help 
fulfill the following Strategic Plan Goals: 
 
Goal C: By working with Madera Elementary School, the community and the Police 
Department to find parking solutions, the removal of green curb marking fosters a strong 
partnership with the schools. 
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Goal B: By working with El Cerrito Honda to remove the parking restriction on San 
Pablo A venue between Knott A venue and Wall A venue, the City attracts and maximizes 
opportunities for expanding business. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The cost for removal of signs and curb markings are estimated to be under $500 and is 
included in the Public Works, Maintenance operating budget. 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
El Cerrito Municipal Code Section 11.40.160 requires that any modification of green 
curb markings be approved by City Council Resolution. 

El Cerrito Municipal Code Section 11.40.210 requires that any modification of time 
limited parking restrictions be approved by City Council Resolution. 

Scott Hanin, City Manager 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution for Removal of Green Curb Parking on the south side of Madera 
Drive 

2. Resolution for Removal of Four-Hour Parking Restriction on San Pablo Avenue 
between Knott A venue and Wall A venue 

Page 3 
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RESOLUTION 2014–XX 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO  

AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF GREEN CURB MARKING ON MADERA DRIVE IN FRONT OF 
MADERA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 
WHEREAS, the Public Works Department has received requests from staff at Madera Elementary School 

to evaluate the current need for the green curb marking on the south side of Madera Drive in front of Madera 
Elementary School; and  

 
WHERAS, the City Council approved the green curb marking under Resolution 2007-73 to serve Madera 

Elementary School; and 
 
WHEREAS, pedestrian and vehicular conflict has increased in the area and the removal of green curb 

marking will reduce the conflict during pick-up and drop-off times; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 11.40.160 of the El Cerrito Municipal Code requires that the modification of green 

curb marking be approved by the City Council. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of El Cerrito hereby 

authorizes the Public Works Director/City Engineer to remove the green curb marking on Madera Drive in front 
of Madera Elementary School.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of El Cerrito finds that this action is not 

subject to the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to Sections 15060(c)(2) (the activity will 
not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) and 15060(c)(3) (the 
activity is not a project as defined in Section 15378) of the CEQA Guidelines because it has no potential for 
resulting in physical change to the environment, directly or indirectly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage 
and adoption. 
 

I CERTIFY that at a regular meeting on May 20, 2014 the City Council of the City of El Cerrito passed 
this Resolution by the following vote: 

 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS: 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

 
IN WITNESS of this action, I sign this document and affix the corporate seal of the City of El Cerrito on 

May __, 2014. 
 

________________________ 
Cheryl Morse, City Clerk 

 
APPROVED: 
 
________________________ 
Janet Abelson, Mayor 
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RESOLUTION 2014–XX 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF FOUR-HOUR PARKING RESTRICTION ON THE WEST SIDE OF 

SAN PABLO AVENUE BETWEEN KNOTT AVENUE AND WALL AVENUE  
 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department has received a request from the business at 11755 San Pablo 
Avenue that the existing four-hour parking time limit in front of 11755 San Pablo Avenue be removed to better 
serve their business needs; and  

 
WHEREAS, on-street parking is currently limited to four hours between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. except 

Sundays and Holidays as established by City Council Resolution 2010-77; and 
 
WHEREAS, the businesses on this block currently have off-street parking available to meet their short-

term parking needs; and 
 
WHEREAS, removing the parking limit will serve the need of this business by providing long-term on-

street parking; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 11.40.210 of the El Cerrito Municipal Code requires that the modification of time 

limited parking be approved by the City Council. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of El Cerrito hereby 

authorizes the Public Works Director/City Engineer to remove the four-hour parking restriction on the west side 
of San Pablo Avenue between Knott Avenue and Wall Avenue.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of El Cerrito finds that this action is not 

subject to the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to Sections 15060(c)(2) (the activity will 
not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) and 15060(c)(3) (the 
activity is not a project as defined in Section 15378) of the CEQA Guidelines because it has no potential for 
resulting in physical change to the environment, directly or indirectly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage 
and adoption. 

I CERTIFY that at a regular meeting on May 20, 2014 the City Council of the City of El Cerrito passed 
this Resolution by the following vote: 

 
AYES:  COUNCILMEMBERS: 
NOES:  COUNCILMEMBERS: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: 

 
IN WITNESS of this action, I sign this document and affix the corporate seal of the City of El Cerrito on 

May __________, 2014. 
 

________________________ 
Cheryl Morse, City Clerk 

 
APPROVED: 
 
________________________ 
Janet Abelson, Mayor 
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Date: May 20,2014 

To: El Cerrito City Council 

From: Hilde Myall, Housing Program Manager 
Lisa Malek-Zadeh, Finance Director/City Treasurer 

Subject: Budget Appropriation for the City Housing Trust Fund 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Adopt a resolution appropriating spending authority for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2013-14 
budget for the newly created City Housing Trust Fund. 

BACKGROUND & ANALYSIS 

The requested action is to appropriate spending authority of $2,860,000 in State 
Proposition 1 C Infill Grant funds to the City Housing Trust Fund for construction of the 
Ohlone Gardens housing project. 

Appropriation of the grants funds was previously approved by City Council action on 
March 18, 2014 per Resolution 2014-05 in the Low and Moderate Income Housing 
Asset Fund. Since that time, staff was been advised that the housing grant funds should 
be administered through a separate fund and the City has created the City Housing Trust 
Fund for this purpose. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Appropriation of $2,860,000 of spending authority will facilitate City administration of 
the grant funds and is consistent with State Infill Grant program requirements. This 
action does not impact the City's General Fund or other City funds. 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The Counsel to the City as housing successor has reviewed this report and the 
attachments. 

Reviewed by: 

~an:;;-
Attachments: 

1. Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO 
APPROPRIATING SPENDING AUTHORITY FOR THE CITY HOUSING TRUST FUND 
FOR THE CITY OF EL CERRITO FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013-14 
 

WHEREAS, on June 27, 2013 the City Council of the City of El Cerrito adopted the 
Fiscal Year 2013-14 Budget with spending limits across funds; and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 18, 2014 the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2014-05, 

which included an increase in spending authority of $2,860,000 for State Proposition 1C Infill 
grant funds in the Low and Moderate Income Housing Asset Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff has been informed that a separate fund is required to administer the 
grant funds; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City created the City Housing Trust Fund for this purpose.   
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Cerrito as 
follows: 

1.          The City Council of the City of El Cerrito hereby appropriates $2,860,000 in 
spending authority for the Housing Trust Fund for Fiscal Year 2013-14. 

2. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption. 

 
I CERTIFY that at the regular meeting on May 20, 2014, the City Council of the City of 

El Cerrito passed this resolution by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   COUNCIL MEMBERS:   
NOES:   COUNCIL MEMBERS:   
ABSTAIN: COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
ABSENT:   COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
IN WITNESS of this action, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official Seal of 

the City of El Cerrito on May ___, 2014.  
 
 
 

Cheryl Morse, City Clerk 
Approved: 
 
 
Janet Abelson, Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014–XX 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE EL CERRITO CITY COUNCIL SUPPORTING MEASURE E, CONTRA 

COSTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT  
 
 

WHEREAS, the Contra Costa Community College District Education Bond Measure E will 
appear on the June 3, 2014 ballot; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Contra Costa Community College District, which includes Contra Costa 
College, Diablo Valley College, Los Medanos College, San Ramon Campus and Brentwood Center, is 
one of the largest community college districts in California, serving over 55,000 local students annually; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, our community colleges are an essential safety net providing education for local 
students, many who cannot afford four year colleges and universities, and additional funds are needed to 
help make sure our students can continue and successfully complete their educational goals; and 
 
 WHEREAS, our community colleges prepare students to become part of our local workforce, 
and Measure E will help maintain high quality career training programs in healthcare, sciences, 
technology, and public safety; and 

 
 WHEREAS, this Measure will bring advanced medical career training facilities to our colleges, 
helping students prepare for some of the fastest growing careers in the country; and 

 
 WHEREAS, many important core academic classes are currently being held in overcrowded and 
deteriorating facilities, making it hard for students to get the classes they need, and Measure E will make 
more classrooms available to students, update learning technology, and meet demand for these classes; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds from this Measure are required by law to be spent in Contra Costa County to 
improve the facilities at each and every one of our local community colleges and education centers, 
including Diablo Valley College, Contra Costa College, Los Medanos College, San Ramon Campus, 
Brentwood Center; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Measure E includes strict fiscal accountability requirements including a public 
expenditure plan, independent annual audits, and an Independent Citizens' Oversight Committee to 
ensure funds are spent properly and as promised. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Cerrito that it 
hereby supports the goals of Contra Costa Community College District’s Education Bond Measure E 
and encourages the voters of the City of El Cerrito to review the language and arguments concerning 
Measure E and cast their vote on Measure E at the June 3, 2014 statewide primary election. 
 

I CERTIFY that at the regular meeting on May 20, 2014 the El Cerrito City Council passed this 
resolution by the following vote: 

 
AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
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ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
 
IN WITNESS of this action, I sign this document and affix the corporate seal of the City of El 

Cerrito on May X, 2014.  
 
 

Cheryl Morse, City Clerk  

 
APPROVED: 
 
 
Janet Abelson, Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014–XX 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO EXPRESSING ITS 

SUPPORT OF MEASURE H ON THE JUNE 3, 2014, STATEWIDE PRIMARY ELECTION 
BALLOT 

 
WHEREAS, the West Contra Costa Unified School District serves to educate the children of 

the City of El Cerrito; and 
 

WHEREAS, El Cerrito requires quality schools capable of serving its children and their 
families; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of El Cerrito seeks to improve safety for students, staff and residents and 
have school facilities that are accessible to the disabled; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of El Cerrito desires to have school facilities that have energy efficient 
lighting, heating and ventilation systems; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of El Cerrito seeks to enhance property values in neighborhoods with 
school facilities that are appealing, durable and accessible to the community; and 
 

WHEREAS, the West Contra Costa Unified School District has embarked on an investment 
program to reconstruct and modernize all of its schools; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the West Contra Costa Unified School District has 
placed Measure  H on the June 3, 2014 statewide primary election ballot; and 
 

WHEREAS, Measure H is a local construction bond measure that will allow West Contra 
Costa Unified School District to raise additional funds to continue to repair and rebuild its schools 
throughout the community; and 
 

WHEREAS, West Contra Costa Unified School District bond measures have allowed the 
district to access more than $161 million in State funding that would not have been provided with the 
local bond measures; and 
 

WHEREAS, local school funds supplemented by state funding have paid to modernize 
Harding, Madera, and El Cerrito High, with Portola and the El Cerrito fields under construction and 
will soon build new schools for Fairmont and Cameron as well as permanent classrooms for the 6th 
graders at Madera; and 
 

WHEREAS, the entire community of El Cerrito benefits from investing in our schools and our 
children. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Cerrito that it  
hereby supports the goals of Measure H and encourages the voters of the City of El Cerrito to review 
the language and arguments concerning Measure H and thereafter to cast their vote on Measure H at 
the June 3, 2014 statewide primary election. 
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I CERTIFY that at the regular meeting on May 20, 2014 the El Cerrito City Council passed this 

resolution by the following vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS:   

IN WITNESS of this action, I sign this document and affix the corporate seal of the City of El 
Cerrito on May X, 2014. 

 

Cheryl Morse, City Clerk  

APPROVED: 

 

Janet Abelson, Mayor 

 



 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO PROCLAMATION 

 
Congratulating Officer Bailey Thepkaysone 

For his recognition by the Albany El Cerrito Exchange Club   
As the El Cerrito PD Honoree for Officer of the Year 

 
WHEREAS, Officer Bailey Thepkaysone personifies professionalism, 

dedication and leadership in the field of Law Enforcement; and 
 

WHEREAS, Officer Bailey Thepkaysone began with the ECPD as an 
Academy Recruit on February 27, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, Officer Bailey Thepkaysone graduated from the Basic 
Police Academy and began the Field Training Program on August 31, 2006; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, Officer Bailey Thepkaysone became a lead Explorer 
Advisor in 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, Officer Bailey Thepkaysone became a Field Training 
Officer in 2014; 
 

WHEREAS, Officer Bailey Thepkaysone has been a dedicated member 
of the Mobile Field Force since 2011 and completed High Risk Entry Training 
in 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, Officer Bailey Thepkaysone has demonstrated adherence 
to the Mission of the Department which states, “The El Cerrito Police 
Department is committed to service, safety and enhancing the public trust 
through professionalism and leadership.”  
 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of El Cerrito, hereby 
commends Officer Bailey Thepkaysone on the occasion of his recognition by 
the Exchange Club of Albany – El Cerrito as the Officer of the Year on May 
28th, 2014 and extends sincere appreciation to Officer Bailey Thepkaysone for 
his devotion to the Mission, Vision, and Values of the El Cerrito Police 
Department. He truly epitomizes community-based policing in the City of El 
Cerrito. 
 

 
Dated:  May 20, 2014 

 
 

_______________________ 
Janet Abelson, Mayor 
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CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO PROCLAMATION 
JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH, 2014 

 

 WHEREAS, for thousands of years, the Jewish people have sustained their identity and 
traditions, persevering in the face of persecution. Through generations of enslavement and years of 
wandering, through forced segregation and the horrors of the Holocaust, they have maintained their 
holy covenant and lived according to the Torah. Their pursuit of freedom brought multitudes to our 
Nation’s shores, and today El Cerrito is the proud home to thousands of Jewish Americans. This 
month, let us honor their tremendous contributions -- as scientists and artists, as activists and 
entrepreneurs. And let all of us find inspiration in a story that speaks to the universal human 
experience, with all of its suffering and all of its salvation; and 

WHEREAS, this history led many Jewish Americans to find common cause with the Civil 
Rights Movement. African Americans and Jewish Americans marched side-by-side in Selma and 
Montgomery. They boarded buses for Freedom Rides together, united in their support of liberty and 
human dignity. These causes remain just as urgent today. Jewish communities continue to confront 
anti-Semitism -- both around the world and, as tragic events mere weeks ago in Kansas reminded us, 
here in the United States. Following in the footsteps of Jewish civil rights leaders, we must come 
together across all faiths, reject ignorance and intolerance, and root out hatred wherever it exists; and 

WHEREAS, in celebrating Jewish American Heritage Month, we also recognize this 
Country’s unbreakable bond with the nation of Israel. It is a bond that transcends politics, a 
partnership built on mutual interests and shared ideals. El Cerrito is enriched by diversity and faith, 
fueled by innovation, and ruled not only by men and women, but also by laws. As we continue 
working in concert to build a safer, more prosperous, more tolerant world, may our friendship only 
deepen in the years to come; and  

WHEREAS, May 2014 is recognized as Jewish American Heritage Month by Congressional 
resolution and by Presidential Proclamation. 

 NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of El Cerrito hereby approves a 
proclamation declaring May 2014 as Jewish American Heritage Month in the City of El Cerrito and 
calls upon all residents to celebrate Jewish Americans who have helped weave the fabric of not only 
American history, culture and society but also the City of El Cerrito and visit 
www.JewishHeritageMonth.gov to learn more about the heritage and contributions of Jewish 
Americans and to observe this month, the theme of which is healing the world, with solemn 
remembrance, appropriate programs, activities, and ceremonies. 

Dated: May 20, 2014 
 

                                                            
                     __________________                                   

                                                                                                                           Janet Abelson, Mayor   
                                                                                                        

http://www.jewishheritagemonth.gov/
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Date:  May 20, 2014 

To:  El Cerrito City Council 

From:  Mayor Janet Abelson 

Subject: Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

ACTION REQUESTED 
At the request of Mayor Pro Tem Abelson, approve a proclamation proclaiming the 
month of May 2014 as Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month in the City 
of El Cerrito and inviting everyone to reflect on the notable accomplishments and 
outstanding services provided by Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders to the Nation, 
California and the City of El Cerrito. 

BACKGROUND  
In 1978 Congress passed a joint Congressional Resolution to commemorate Asian 
American Heritage Weed during the first week of May.  It was chosen because of two 
important and significant anniversaries that took place during this time: The arrival of 
the first Japanese immigrants in America on May 7, 1843 and the completion of the 
transcontinental railroad by many Chinese laborers, on May 10, 1869. 

In 1990 Congress voted to expand the commemoration from one week to an entire 
month of celebration.  In May 2009, President Obama officially proclaimed the month 
of May as “Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month” in celebration of the 
culture, traditions, and history of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in the United 
States. 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders are one of the fastest growing ethnic populations 
in the state.  According to the 2010 census, Asian persons represented 27.2% of El 
Cerrito’s population. 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders contribute many resources that enrich our social, 
economic and political fabric.  Some of the many contributions range from housing and 
job services, to organizing local and grassroots campaigns for economic and political 
justice, to serving on boards and commissions for the city, creating wonderful music, 
dance, art, poetry, theater and film.  Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have been 
critical to keeping the diverse quality of life that has always been a part of El Cerrito. 

Attachment:   

1. Proclamation  
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CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO PROCLAMATION 

May 2014 is Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

WHEREAS, the earliest Asian Americans immigrated to the United States in the 
1800’s and many Asian laborers contributed to the completion of the transcontinental 
railroad during the 1860s, and in the development of California’s agricultural industry to 
this day; and  

WHEREAS, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have played a critical role in 
the social, economic, and political development of California throughout its history; and  

WHEREAS, Asian Americans and Pacific Islander immigrants have contributed 
greatly to California’s economic success, rural growth and urban development; and 

 
WHEREAS, Asian Americans and Pacific Islander entrepreneurs have led many 

of California’s businesses to the pinnacle of their respective industries; and 

WHEREAS, approximately 27 million Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in 
the nation are one of the fastest growing ethnic populations in the country; and  

WHEREAS, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders represent 27.2 percent of El 
Cerrito’s population, representing ancestries throughout Asia; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders will continue to be an 
important part of El Cerrito’s cultural diversity and understanding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have a proud legacy of 
service and dedication to our community, our City, our State and our Country; and  
 
 WHEREAS, May has become a symbolic month in which Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders and supporters come together in various celebrations of culture, 
traditions and history. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of El Cerrito hereby proclaims 
the month of May 2014 Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month in the City 
of El Cerrito and invites everyone to reflect on the notable accomplishments and 
outstanding services provided by Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders to the Nation, 
California and the City of El Cerrito. 
 

 
Dated:  May 20, 2014 

 
 

_______________________ 
Janet Abelson, Mayor 
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Date:  May 20, 2014 

To:  El Cerrito City Council 

From:  Lori Trevino, Senior Financial Analyst 
Lisa Malek-Zadeh, Finance Director/City Treasurer 

Subject: Public Hearing to Confirm the Diagram and to Levy the Assessment for 
FY 2014-15 for Landscape and Lighting Assessment District No. 1988-1 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Conduct a public hearing and upon conclusion adopt a Resolution setting the annual 
Landscape and Lighting Assessment for FY 2014-15 as $72 per residential parcel and as 
noted in the Engineer’s Report for other classes of properties. 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
On June 6, 1988, the City Council established Assessment District No. 1988-1 pursuant 
to the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972. The purpose of this Landscape and Lighting 
Assessment District (LLAD) is to raise funds to support improvements and maintenance 
of the City’s park areas, landscaping areas, and street lighting. Every year since 1988, 
this Assessment District has generated approximately $771,000 to support LLAD 
activities. 

In November 1996, the LLAD was approved by the voters and therefore complies with 
the provisions of Proposition 218. Any increase in the assessment fee level would be 
subject to Proposition 218’s voter approval requirement. 

In order to impose this annual assessment, the City Council must annually authorize an 
Engineer’s Report to identify the costs, uses, and general benefits of those parcels within 
the Assessment District. As detailed in the Engineer’s Report, the revenues are used for 
eligible activities including staff salaries and wages, streetlight maintenance, utility costs 
for the District, landscaping services, graffiti removal, and park maintenance. 

The City Council authorized such a report on April 1, 2014. The Engineer of Record, 
NBS Local Government Solutions (NBS) prepared and delivered the Engineer’s Report 
prior to the May 6, 2014 City Council meeting. At the May 6, 2014 City Council 
meeting, this public hearing was scheduled. 

In order for these assessments to be imposed, the City Council must accept the 
Engineer’s Report and conduct a public hearing to hear comments on their imposition. 
The City is also required to cause the notice of the public hearing to be published one 
time at least ten days prior to the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation. Such a 
notice was published in the West County Times on May 9, 2014. 
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The purpose of this public hearing is to confirm the diagram and the assessment, as 
appearing in the Engineer's Report. The procedures for conducting the public hearing 
and receiving protests are the same as for forming the District; however, there are no 
provisions for majority protest. 

The California Streets and Highways Code Section 22631 specifies the options available 
to the City Council, as follows: 

If a majority protest has not been filed, the legislative body may adopt a 
resolution confirming the diagram and assessment, either as originally 
proposed or as changed by it. The adoption of the resolution shall 
constitute the levy of an assessment for the fiscal year referred to in the 
assessment. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Staff estimates that the current rate of assessment will generate approximately $771,000 
of revenue, which is included in the total revenue estimate for the City's FY 2014-15 
Budget. To the extent the expenditures eligible for funding by the LLAD exceed the 
amount received from this assessment, City staff are in the process of identifying other 
funding sources and reductions in expenditures, in order to keep the LLAD budget in 
balance. 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The provisions of the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972 require that a public hearing 
be held prior to adopting a resolution levying the annual assessment. 

Review~ _--#;?4: 
Scott Hanin, City Manager 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution 

Page 2 
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RESOLUTION 2014-XX 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO CONFIRMING 
THE DIAGRAM AND LEVYING THE ASSESSMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-15 FOR 
THE LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 1988-1 

WHEREAS, the City of El Cerrito, by Resolution No. 88-53 dated June 6, 1988, adopted 
Assessment District No. 1988-1 pursuant to the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972; and 

WHEREAS, the City of El Cerrito, by Resolution No. 2014-06 dated April 1, 2014, 
directed the filing of the Annual Report for Assessment District No. 1988-1; and 

WHEREAS, the Engineer of Record, NBS Local Government Solutions prepared and, on 
April 24, 2014 filed said Annual Report; and  

WHEREAS, the City of El Cerrito by Resolution No. 2014-12, dated May 6, 2014, 
reviewed and accepted said annual report and declared its intent to order improvements and 
provided notice of a public hearing to be held May 20, 2014, and notice of the hearing was given 
in the time and manner required by law; and 

WHEREAS, in November 1996, the voters approved the Landscape and Lighting 
Assessment thereby complying with the provisions of Proposition 218; and 

WHEREAS, at the public hearing, the City Council afforded to every interested person 
an opportunity to make a protest to the annual report, and the City Council has considered each 
protest. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Cerrito 
that the diagram and assessment as set forth in the Annual Report of the Engineer of Record is 
hereby confirmed and the assessment set forth therein for Fiscal Year 2014-15 is hereby levied. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this Resolution is adopted pursuant to California Streets 
and Highways Code §22631. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon adoption of this resolution, the diagram and 
assessment, or a certified copy thereof is hereby directed to be filed with the County Auditor no 
later than August 10, 2014. 

I CERTIFY that at the regular meeting on May 20, 2014 the El Cerrito City Council 
passed this resolution by the following vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS:  
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS:   
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IN WITNESS of this action, I sign this document and affix the corporate seal of the City 
of El Cerrito on May __, 2014. 

 

Cheryl Morse, City Clerk  

APPROVED: 

 

Janet Abelson, Mayor 
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Date:  May 20, 2014 

To:  El Cerrito City Council 

From:  Lori Trevino, Senior Financial Analyst 
Lisa Malek-Zadeh, Finance Director 

Subject: Fiscal Year 2014-15 Storm Drain Annual Report and method of 
collecting storm drain fees 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Conduct a public hearing and upon conclusion adopt a resolution approving the Fiscal 
Year 2014-15 Storm Drain Annual Report and directing that Storm Drain Fees be 
collected on the property tax rolls. 

BACKGROUND  
In March 1993, the voters of the City of El Cerrito approved the issuance of $6.3 million 
in revenue bonds for the reconstruction of the City’s storm drain system. In June 1993, 
the City Council adopted Ordinance 93-4, which amends Title 4 (Revenue and Finance) 
of the El Cerrito Municipal Code by adding a new Chapter 4.44, providing for the 
imposition and collection of Storm Drain Fees to pay the debt service on the revenue 
bonds. Ordinance 93-4 set the Storm Drain Fee at $58 for each single-family residential 
property and other amounts for other property types. 

Ordinance 93-4 further provided that the Storm Drain Fees are to be collected on the 
property tax roll, based on amounts specified in an annual written report. Attachment 2 
to this staff report is the FY 2014-15 Storm Drain Annual Report (Annual Report) which 
contains the description of each parcel of real property receiving storm drain services 
and the amount of the annual fee for each parcel. The engineering firm of NBS Local 
Government Solutions prepared the Annual Report.   

The City must annually conduct a public hearing to consider the method of collecting 
the Storm Drain Fees. Notice of such a public hearing must be made at least twice 
within a two-week period, as specified in Government Code §6066, as follows: 

Publication of notice pursuant to this section shall be once a week for two 
successive weeks. Two publications in a newspaper published once a week 
or oftener, with at least five days intervening between the respective 
publication dates not counting such publication dates, are sufficient. The 
period of notice commences upon the first day of publication and 
terminates at the end of the fourteenth day, including therein the first day. 
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The City met this notification requirement by publishing the notice of public hearing in 
the West County Times on May 5, 2014 and May 12, 2014. 

This hearing is not for consideration of the amounts of the Storm Drain Fees, which 
were already set by the City Council by adoption of Ordinance 93-4; however, the City 
Council may consider corrections to the use classification of properties in the Annual 
Report. 

ANALYSIS 
The City Council needs to determine whether a majority protest exists with respect to 
the method of collecting the Storm Drain Fees. If a majority protest is lodged against 
collecting these fees on the property tax roll (as a method of collection), the Storm Drain 
Fees shall be collected on behalf of the City by a public utility and the City Council 
would be required to authorize negotiation of an agreement with such a utility.  

If the City Council finds that protest is made by the owners of a majority of the parcels 
of property described in the Annual Report, then the Annual Report shall not be adopted. 
In the event of such majority protest, the Storm Drain Fees may be collected with the 
rates for any publicly or privately owned utility through an agreement with such utility. 

The administrative costs of collecting the Storm Drain Fee through utility services are 
substantially higher than by using the property tax bill. Also, if collected through a 
utility, the Storm Drain Fees would not constitute a lien against any parcel or parcels of 
land, which would make delinquent collections far more cumbersome and costly. 

Since the amount of the Storm Drain Fee is based on property use, the public hearing 
also provides an opportunity for property owners to contest the fee amount based on the 
actual use of their property. The City Council may accordingly adjust the fee amount 
based on the property use. 

The adoption of the Annual Report requires the same two-thirds vote as was required to 
enact Ordinance 93-4. If approved, the Annual Report must be filed with the County 
Auditor-Controller not later than August 10, 2014, per California Health and Safety 
Code Section 5474.4, as follows: 

On or before the tenth day of August of each year following such final 
determination, the legislative body shall certify to the auditor a list of the 
lots or parcels of land, as they appear on the current assessment roll, 
subject to such fees or charges and the amounts of the installments of such 
fees or charges and interest to be entered against such lots or parcels on 
the assessment roll. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The annual Storm Drain Fee will continue to be assessed at $58 for each single-family 
residential unit. Such a rate is expected to generate annual revenues of approximately 
$698,000. The last debt service payment on the Storm Drain Revenue Bonds was paid in 
FY 2013-14. Therefore, the FY 2014-15 proceeds of the Storm Drain Fees will be used 
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to fund storm drain improvements, maintenance and related activities which will be 
reflected in the City's FY 2014-15 Budget. 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
California Health and Safety Code Section 5470 et seq. requires that a public hearing be 
held prior to adopting a resolution to accept the Annual Report and levying the annual 
Storm Drain Fees. The City has complied with the minimum public notice requirements. 

Scott Hanin, City Manage;= 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution 
2. FY 2014-15 Storm Drain Annual Report 

Page 3 



Agenda Item No. 6(B) 
Attachment 1 

RESOLUTION 2014–XX 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO ADOPTING THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2014-15 STORM DRAIN ANNUAL REPORT AND DIRECTING THAT 
STORM DRAIN FEES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-15 BE COLLECTED THROUGH THE 
PROPERTY TAX ROLLS 

WHEREAS, the City of El Cerrito, by Ordinance 93–4, directed the filing of an annual 
report for the imposition and collection of storm drain fees; and 

WHEREAS, the Engineering firm of NBS Local Government Solutions has prepared said 
Fiscal Year 2014-15 Storm Drain Annual Report (the “Annual Report”); and 

WHEREAS, the City provided notice on May 5, 2014 and May 12, 2014 of a public 
hearing to be held by the City Council, with the notice of the hearing being given in the time and 
manner required by law; and 

WHEREAS, at the public hearing the City Council afforded to every interested person an 
opportunity to make a protest to the Annual Report and the City Council has considered each 
protest. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of El Cerrito 
hereby confirms the storm drain fees as set forth in the Annual Report, directs the collection of 
these fees through the property tax rolls, and directs the City Clerk to file the Annual Report or a 
certified copy thereof with the County Auditor-Controller not later than August 10, 2014. 

I CERTIFY that at the regular meeting on May 20, 2014 the El Cerrito City Council 
passed this resolution by the following vote: 

AYES:    COUNCILMEMBERS:   
NOES:    COUNCILMEMBERS:   
ABSENT:    COUNCILMEMBERS:   
ABSTAINED: COUNCILMEMBERS:   

IN WITNESS of this action, I sign this document and affix the corporate seal of the City 
of El Cerrito on May ___, 2014. 

 

Cheryl Morse, City Clerk 

APPROVED: 

 

Janet Abelson, Mayor 
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A copy of the parcel levy list contains owner names and addresses.  The List of Charges - Levy List is available for review at the following locations:
                                                      
1) OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
EL CERRITO CITY HALL
10890 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530
(510) 215-4305
                                                     
2) EL CERRITO LIBRARY
6510 Stockton Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530



STUDY SESSION 
SMOKING POLLUTION PROTECTION 

ORDINANCE 

City of El Cerrito 
City Council Meeting  

May 20, 2014 
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El Cerrito Strategic Plan 

 Goal E: Ensure the Public’s Health and Safety 
 Strategy: Explore innovative and best practices for promoting 

public health (e.g., smoking ordinances, nutrition, and obesity 
prevention). 



Why Smoking Pollution Protection? 

 Risk to Public Health 

 

 

 

 

 Environmental Risk 

 

 

 

 Financial Drain 

 

 

 

 

 Safety 

 
 

 



El Cerrito Trash Generation Map 

Highest concentration of 
trash is in commercial areas 
 
On Earth Day 2014, 4300 
cigarette butts were collected 
along San Pablo Avenue 



Smoking Pollution Protection Ordinance 

 Proposed Smoking Pollution Protection Ordinance 
could potentially regulate smoking within the City 
limits and/or in the following categories: 
⁻ Parks, recreation areas, and open space 
⁻ Indoor public spaces 
⁻ Multi-unit family housing          
⁻ Commercial zones and outdoor public spaces 
⁻ Businesses that sell tobacco products 

 
 



Current California State Regulations 

 Government Buildings 
 Smoking is prohibited within 20 feet of entrance or operable 

window of a public building 
 Parks & Recreation Areas 

 Smoking is prohibited within 25 feet of tot lots and playgrounds 
 Multi-Family Housing 

 Smoking banned in indoor common areas where someone is 
employed (property manager, maintenance worker, etc.) 

 Landlords required to inform tenants about areas on site where 
smoking is prohibited 

 Tobacco Sales 
 State law currently regulates access to and sales of tobacco 

products as well as the sampling of these products 
 
 



El Cerrito’s Report Card 
American Lung Association’s report examines 3 categories: 

1. Outdoor smoking restrictions = F 
2. Requirements for non-smoking units in multi-unit housing = F 
3. Local licensing and sales restrictions for retailers = F  

 61% of California municipalities received F grades 
 Only 18 cities/counties in California received A grades 

 Contra Costa County: Richmond, unincorporated Contra Costa 
(including Kensington) 

 Alameda County: Albany, Berkeley, Dublin, Union City 
 Marin County, San Rafael 

 

 
 

 



Parks, Recreation Areas, and Open Space 

Options: 
 All recreation areas 100% smokefree 
 Smoking restricted in all parks, recreation areas, and open 

space, but designated smoking areas are permitted 
 Smoking prohibited in some parks but not all recreation 

areas 

 
 



Commercial Areas 

Considerations: 
 Sidewalks (i.e. San Pablo Avenue, Fairmount Avenue) 

 Shopping Centers  

 Transit stops 

 Service areas and other outdoor locations where people 
congregate (ATM lines, taxi stands, etc.) 

 



Multi-Family Housing 

Options: 
 Ban outright every unit 

(current and new) 
 Ban outright any new units built 

since law passed (current units 
grandfathered in) 

 Partial ban with designated 
smoking areas/units 

 Ban in common areas, shared 
space, patios, balconies, 
carports  
 

Considerations: 
 Number of units (2 or more?  

3 or more? 4 or more?) 
 Segregation of units/buildings 
 Signs for smoking/non-smoking 
 Percentage of smokers/non-

smokers 
 Senior and Affordable 

Housing 
 Hotels/Motels 
 Medical Marijuana 



Reducing Sales of Tobacco Products 

Separate ordinance regulating businesses could include: 
 Tobacco Retailer Licensing: require all retailers to obtain a 

special license to sell tobacco within City 
 Restrict or prohibit sales near schools or parks 
 Restrict or prohibit sales within pharmacies  
 Prohibit tobacco sampling within the City 



Contra Costa County Comprehensive 
Secondhand Smoke Protections Ordinance 

Prohibits smoking: 
 In any indoor workplace and 

buildings open to the public 
 Within 20 feet of all doors, 

operable windows, air ducts and 
ventilation systems of enclosed 
places open to the public 

 Outdoor dining at bars and 
restaurants 

 On public trails and in public parks 
 Service areas (ATM lines, bus stops, 

ticket lines) 
 Public events (farmer’s markets, 

etc.) 
 CCRMC campus and clinics 
 
 
 

In Multi-family housing of 2 or 
more units, smoking is prohibited: 
All indoor and outdoor common 

areas 
Within 20 feet of all doors and 

windows of any residence 
On all balconies, patios, decks 

and carports for all existing and 
new multi-unit housing residences 
In 100% of all new MFH units 
Landlord disclosure of where 

smoking is permitted is required 
 



Other Contra Costa & Alameda County 
Cities with SHS Protections 

Outdoor Protections  
 Martinez, Pinole, Pleasant Hill, Richmond, Lafayette, San Ramon 

Walnut Creek 
 Alameda, Albany, Berkeley, Dublin, Emeryville, Fremont, 

Hayward, Oakland, San Leandro, Union City 
 
Multi-Family Housing Protections 
 Martinez, Pinole, Pleasant Hill, Richmond, Lafayette, San Ramon  
 Albany, Dublin, Emeryville, Fremont, Oakland 
 
100% Smokefree MFH 
 Richmond, Walnut Creek  
 Alameda, Berkeley, Union City 
 

 
 



ENDDs: “E-Cigarettes” 

 Electronic Nicotine Delivery Devices (such as e-cigarettes) are being 
considered by a growing number of cities for regulation in the same way as 
tobacco products 
 ENDDs are prohibited where smoking is prohibited in and requires a Tobacco 

Retailers License to sell these products in Contra Costa County and City of Richmond 

 City Council could consider including this type of delivery system in any proposed 
smoking pollution protection ordinance 

 



El Cerrito Online Survey Results 

158 respondents as of 
5/12/2014 
 
93% reported that 
they live, work, or own 
property in El Cerrito  
 
Comments had a wide 
range of views: mostly 
supportive of an 
ordinance, but many 
also concerned about 
overreach of City 
government in this type 
of regulation 

72.8% 

16.6% 

10.6% 

Would you like to see the City of El Cerrito enact 
regulations to protect the public from  

secondhand smoke? 

Yes

No

Not Sure



El Cerrito Online Survey Results 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

On all public sidewalks

Outdoor common areas in apartment complexes and multi-
family housing

Inside units in apartment complexes and multi-family housing

City facility outdoor areas including parking lots

On sidewalks in commercial areas

Commercial Areas

Ohlone Greenway

City parks and playfields

Hillside Natural Area/Open Space

At bus stops and designated casual carpool areas

Indoor common areas in apartment complexes and multi-
family housing

Outdoor dining areas and retail spaces

What types of smoke protection regulations would you like to see in  
El Cerrito? 

No changes to current
regulations

Limit smoking to
designated areas

Completely prohibit
smoking

Don't know



El Cerrito Online Survey Results 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

The City should do more to regulate businesses that sell tobacco
products

Third-hand smoke is a problem

Cigarettes are dangerous because they can cause house fires

Cigarettes are a litter problem

Cigarettes are dangerous because they can cause wildfires

Second-hand smoke is a problem

What is your opinion regarding the following statements as they relate to 
El Cerrito?  

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Don't know



Community Meeting 2/27/2014 

 Participants agreed that regulation was necessary 
 Some suggested considering a complete ban within entire City 

limits 

 Litter, especially in commercial areas, perceived as a 
growing problem 
 Regulations should deter litter in addition to use 

 Important for stormwater runoff: litter is polluting the Bay 
 Impact on performance with stormwater Municipal Regional 

Permit 

 Culture change: enforcement may not end up being perfect, 
but the message that El Cerrito seeks to protect its citizens 
from a public health issue is important 



Next Steps – El Cerrito 

 City Council direction on options 
 Continued Outreach to specific groups (Landlords, 

Tenants, Chamber of Commerce, business groups) 
 Community Input on Draft Ordinance 
 City Council Consideration July/August 



Options Discussion 

 Level of restriction within El Cerrito 
 Parks, Open Space 
 Commercial Areas 
 Multi-Family Housing 
 Other considerations 

 Medical Marijuana 
 E-Cigarettes 
 Tobacco Sales Regulations  



AGENDA BILL 
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Date:  May 20, 2014 

To:  El Cerrito City Council  

From:  Wall of Fame Nomination Subcommittee 

Subject El Cerrito Wall of Fame Recommendation 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Approve the City Council Wall of Fame Nomination Subcommittee’s recommendation 
to induct Tom Panas into the El Cerrito Wall of Fame and direct the City Clerk to return 
with a resolution confirming the appointment and schedule the formal induction 
ceremony in either July or August 2014 pending the availability of all parties involved. 

BACKGROUND 
Information pertaining to the Wall of Fame was advertised in the citywide newsletter 
and publicized in local newspapers.  The deadline for submission of nomination forms 
was March 15, 2014.  As a result, the City Council received a nomination prepared by 
long-time resident Frank Storno for Tom Panas.  The completed nomination form was 
transmitted to the City Council on April 1, 2014.  On April 1 the City Council appointed 
Councilmember Bridges and Mayor Pro Tem Benassini to the Council’s Subcommittee 
on Wall of Fame Nominations to review the application.  On May 4, 2014 Mayor Pro 
Tem Benassini notified the City Clerk that the Subcommittee had reviewed the 
nomination materials submitted by Mr. Storno and had determined that Mr. Panas meets 
all of the criteria for induction to the Wall of Fame and requested that the City Clerk 
forward the recommendation to the City Council for consideration. 

Resolution No. 2008–77 establishes guidelines and policy for nomination and selection 
of Wall of Fame inductees.  Each candidate and sponsor has been contacted to inform 
them of the subcommittee’s recommendation. 

Attachments:  
1. Nomination of Tom Panas 
2. Resolution No. 2008–77 
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