Mayor Pro Tem Greg Lyman
Councilmember Paul Fadelli

5:30 PM

2.

THE CITY OF ———

CERRITO
AGENDA

ADJOURNED REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, March 5, 2019 — 5:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, March 5, 2019 — 7:00 p.m.
City Council Chambers

Meeting Location
El Cerrito City Hall
10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito

Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto — Mayor

ROLL CALL - CONVENE ADJOURNED REGULAR CITY COUNCIL
MEETING

POLICY MATTERS

One Hour and 40 minutes of public comment was heard at the February 19™ meeting;
therefore, public comments will be limited to 2 minutes per person and a total of 20
minutes. If you have previously spoken on this item, you are encouraged to leave this
allotment of time for new speakers on the topic. All persons wishing to speak should
submit a speaker card to the City Clerk and will be called in the order received until the
time limit has been reached.

A.

Adjourned from February 19, 2019 reqular meeting Tenant Protections
Study Session: El Cerrito 2017 Affordable Housing Strategy, Pillar B:
Reduce the Risk of Displacement and Help Stabilize At-Risk
Populations

Action Proposed: Continued Council discussion regarding tenant
protection tools, discuss policy and program options and provide staff
direction towards development of integrated package of tenant protection

ordinances.

Contact: Aissia Ashoori, Management Analyst I, Community
Development Department; Melanie Mintz, Community Development
Director, Community Development Department

ADJOURN ADJOURNED REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Agenda Packet page 1 of 34

Councilmember Janet Abelson
Councilmember Gabriel Quinto


http://www.el-cerrito.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/4738

7:00 PM OR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PRECEDING ADJOURNED
REGULAR MEETING, WHICHEVER OCCURS LATER

ROLL CALL - CONVENE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OR OBSERVATION OF MOMENT
OF SILENCE - Mayor Pardue-Okimoto

2. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMUNICATIONS
Reports of closed session, commission appointments and informational reports on
matters of general interest which are announced by the City Council and staff.

3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
All persons wishing to speak should sign up with the City Clerk. Remarks are typically
limited to 3 minutes per person. The Mayor may reduce the time limit per speaker
depending upon the number of speakers. Kindly state your name and city of residence
for the record. Comments regarding non-agenda, presentation and consent calendar
items will be heard first. Comments related to items appearing on the Public Hearing or
Policy Matter portions of the Agenda are taken up at the time the City Council
deliberates each action item. Individuals wishing to comment on any closed session
scheduled after the regular meeting may do so during this public comment period or
after formal announcement of the closed session.

4. ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT CALENDAR
All items on the consent calendar shall be acted upon in one motion, unless a member of
the City Council or staff request separate consideration.

A. Proclamation — Women’s History Month and International Women’s
Day

Action Proposed: Pass a motion to approve a proclamation designating
the month of March as “Women’s History Month” and March 8, 2019 as
“International Women'’s Day”.

Contact: Kristen Cunningham, Human Resources Manager, City
Management

B. Approval of Minutes

Action Proposed: Pass a motion to approve the minutes for the meeting
of January 15, 2019.
Contact: Holly M. Charléty, City Clerk, City Management

C. Recognize March 10, 2019 as the 60" anniversary of the Tibetan
national uprising, and affirm support to the people of Tibet

Action Proposed: Pass a motion to adopt a resolution declaring 1) March
10, 2019, the 60™ anniversary of the Tibetan national uprising, as “Tibet
Day” in the City of El Cerrito and display the Tibetan flag at City Hall; and
2) Declaring El Cerrito's expression of solidarity with the Tibetan people
and their just, peaceful, and non-violent movement to remind the world of
the ongoing suppression of human rights and freedom in Tibet and the
continuous degradation of culture, religion, land, and identity of the
Tibetan people by China.
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Contact: Kristen Cunningham, Human Resources Manager and Human
Relations Commission Liaison, City Management

5. PRESENTATIONS
A. Environmental Quality Committee Workplan

Action Proposed: Receive and discuss the Environmental Quality
Committee’s presentation regarding the Committee’s accomplishments,
activities, goals and workplan. The City Council may provide feedback as
desired.

Contact: Will Provost, Management Analyst Il and Staff Liaison, Public
Works Department

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS — None
7. POLICY MATTERS — None

8. CITY COUNCIL LOCAL & REGIONAL LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS
Mayor and City Council communications regarding local and regional liaison
assignments and committee reports.

9. ADJOURN REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting is Tuesday, March 19, 2019
at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito.

The City of El Cerrito serves, leads and supports our diverse community by providing exemplary
and innovative services, public places and infrastructure, ensuring public safety and creating an
economically and environmentally sustainable future.

= Council Meetings can be heard live on EM Radio, KECG — 88.1 and 97.7 FM and viewed live on
Cable TV - KCRT- Channel 28 and AT&T Uverse Channel 99. The meetings are rebroadcast on
Channel 28 the following Thursday and Monday at 12 noon, except on holidays. Live and On-
Demand Webcast of the Council Meetings can be accessed from the City’s website http://www.el-
cerrito.org/streamingmedia and is streamed with closed caption. Copies of the agenda bills and
other written documentation relating to items of business referred to on the agenda are on file and
available for public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk, at the El Cerrito Library and posted on
the City’s website at www.el-cerrito.org prior to the meeting.

= In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate
in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk, (510) 215-4305. Notification 48 hours prior to the
meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this
meeting. (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title ).

= The Deadline for agenda items and communications is eight days prior to the next meeting by
12 noon, City Clerk’s Office, 10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA. Tel: 215-4305 Fax: 215—
4379, email cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

= |FYOU CHALLENGE A DECISION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IN COURT, YOU MAY BE LIMITED
TO RAISING ONLY THOSE ISSUES YOU OR SOMEONE ELSE RAISED AT THE COUNCIL
MEETING. ACTIONS CHALLENGING CITY COUNCIL DECISIONS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
THE TIME LIMITATIONS CONTAINED IN CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE SECTION 1094.6.

= The City Council believes that late night meetings deter public participation, can affect the Council’s
decision-making ability, and can be a burden to staff. City Council Meetings shall be adjourned by
10:30 p.m., unless extended to a specific time determined by a majority of the Council.
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Agenda ltem No. 1(A)

From: Judith Tannenbaur I

Sent: Sunday, February 24, 2019 7:42 PM
To: City Clerk
Subject: for March 5

I’'ve sent this to the Council and hope you can put this in the agenda package for this meeting. Thanks, Judith

Mayor Pardue-Okimoto and Council Members:

As you decide how best to provide tenant protections in El Cerrito, | hope you’ll hold firm to the most important fact:
The region (including our city) is in a deep housing crisis. In this crisis, tenants and landlords all have needs and
responsibilities. It’s your job, as our elected officials, to develop policies and practices that both mitigate the
consequences of this crisis for El Cerritans and also make sure these consequences are shared and don’t fall only on the
most vulnerable.

Of course, there is a great deal of conversation state-wide about this crisis. As you know, one important regional
approach is the Association of Bay Area Governments' and the Metropolitan Transit Agency’s “grand bargain” —

CASA — https://www.spur.org/news/2019-01-31/did-bay-area-reach-grand-bargain-solve-housing. There’s also lots
brewing in the Legislature. | went to Saturday February 23rd’s Housing Update with East Bay Electeds at which Senator
Skinner and Assembly Members Wicks and Bonta spoke about their legislative priorities for housing in the 2019 session.
Below I've described and linked to the ideas and specific bills that were discussed.

SB 330 and CASA both declare a crisis and — as in the crisis that followed the North Bay fires of 2017 — make
sometimes dramatic proposals that will be in place for a limited amount of time. There is widespread recognition that
dealing with this crisis will require many different approaches — from building more housing to removing existing zoning
barriers, to making public land available for affordable housing, and more.

CASA and the electeds who spoke on Saturday highlight the need for tenant protections: Just Cause eviction policies,
rent caps, anti-gouging policies, and free legal aid for tenants facing evictions.

Given the complexity of the terrain, the density of the staff report at the February 19 City Council meeting, and given
that there are regional and state efforts to address the crisis, it seems clear to me that the best approach for El Cerrito
aligns with Human Relations Commission resolution:

e Set up some immediate (and temporary-til-we-know-more) anti-gouging and just cause eviction measures
e While at the same time creating a task force — one that would include both tenants and landlords — to talk
honestly and come up with proposals.

| know some El Cerrito landlords are afraid. And, as a tenant with an exceptionally fair landlord, | don’t want good
landlords punished — either financially through fees or by having to deal with another bureaucracy. So | think both you
and the task force | hope you create focus on ways El Cerrito, a small city, can be creative:

o Could arent registry be established in such a way that landlords who haven’t raised rents

above a small percentage in the previous two years pay nothing, those who raised rents at
1
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Agenda Item No. 1(A)

a larger percentage pay something, and those who raised rents exorbitantly pay a great
deal?

o Could El Cerrito expand its inspection program to gather much of the necessary
information, thereby doing away with need for an additional rent registry?

o Could a mechanism be established, modeled on existing City code enforcement programs,
where tenents could safely report bad landlords, and which would have real follow
through?

This is neither the time to do nothing or to put too much solid in place before there has been the
deep community conversation we need to brainstorm the creative approaches that can work.

Sincerely,
Judith Tannenbaum

El Cerrito, CA 94530

Notes from February 23rd’s Housing Update with East Bay Electeds
Event was held at TechEquity and that collaborative’s housing priorities were the same as these electeds':
https://techequitycollaborative.org/advocacy/housing/2019-housing-priorities/

Here’s summary of the Association of Bay Area Governments and the Metropolitan Transit Agency’s “grand bargain” —
CASA — for the region

CASA — Bay Area Regional, but attempt to make statewide through legislature (proposed to be in place for 15

years) https://www.spur.org/news/2019-01-31/did-bay-area-reach-grand-bargain-solve-housing

Here are some of the bills currently under consideration by the legislature:

SB 18 Keep California

Housed https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/bilINavClient.xhtmI?bill id=201920200SB18 Introduced by Senator
Skinner

(Coauthors: Senators Beall and Wiener) (Coauthors: Assembly Members Bonta and Wicks)

SB 50 Advocating for density near transit https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/california-senator-reintroduces-
contentious-transit-density-bill/543681/ Introduced by Scott Wiener

SB 330 Housing Crisis Act (would respond to the crisis as a crisis, thereby suspending many rules and regs currently in
place for a period of time, as happened after the North Bay
Fires) https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtm!?bill id=201920200SB330

AB 3037 Securing sustainable funding streams for affordable housing
development https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtmI?bill id=201720180AB3037

Some of the above bills — esp SB 330 — include support for the following, though there will likely be other specific bills
on these points:

Anti-gouging bills

Collecting data, including statewide rental registry

Some kind of redevelopment housing bond
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Ability to use governmental surplus land
Money for legal aid fund
Ban the box in housing

Money to train people getting out of prison and jail for construction jobs

Proposition to change Prop 13 (change is in commercial property rates) qualified for the 2020
ballot https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Change-in-California-s-Prop-13-makes-2020-13314983.php

Agenda Packet page 6 of 34



Agenda ltem No. 4(A)

EL CERRITO CITY COUNCIL PROCLAMATION
Designating the Month of March as “Women’s History Month”
and March 8, 2019 as “International Women’s Day.”

WHEREAS, Women of every race, class, and ethnic background have
made historic contributions to the growth and strength of the United States, the
state of California, and the City of El Cerrito in countless recorded and unrecorded
ways; and

WHEREAS, Women have played and continued to play a critical economic,
cultural, and social role in every sphere of the life of our nation and in the City of
El Cerrito by constituting a significant portion of the labor force working inside and
outside the home; and

WHEREAS, Women have played a unique role throughout our history by
providing the majority of the volunteer labor force; and women were particularly
important in the establishment of early charitable, philanthropic, and cultural
institutions in the United States and throughout the Bay Area; and

WHEREAS, Women have been leaders, not only in securing their own
rights of suffrage and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the
emancipation movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement,
and the peace movement, to create a more fair and just society for all; and

WHEREAS, locally, women have played a key role in the City of El Cerrito’s
history as leaders in the community, in our schools and universities, and at City
Hall; and the City proudly recognizes the importance of issues affecting women
and girls and supports further sustainable change in their well-being and
advancement; and

WHEREAS, International Women’s Day is celebrated globally on March 8%
and addresses the social, economic, and political barriers still facing women and
girls while celebrating their achievements and the progress that have been made
in support of women’s equality.

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of El Cerrito does hereby
proclaim March 2019 as Women’'s History Month and March 8, 2019 as
International Women'’s Day in the City of El Cerrito, and encourages residents to
reflect on, honor, and celebrate the history, courage, commitment,
accomplishments, and contributions of women, not only in El Cerrito but
throughout America.

Dated: March 5, 2019

Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto, Mayor
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Agenda Item No. 4(B)
EL CERRITO CITY COUNCIL DRAFT MINUTES

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 — 6:15 p.m.
Hillside Conference Room

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 — 7:00 p.m.
City Council Chambers

Meeting Location
El Cerrito City Hall
10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito

6:15p.m. ROLL CALL - CONVENE SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Mayor Pardue-Okimoto called the meeting to order at 6:17 p.m.
Present: Mayor Pardue-Okimoto; Councilmembers Abelson, Fadelli,
Lyman, and Quinto.

1. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC — None

2. CLOSED SESSION
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL — ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Initiation of Litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(4): One
potential case.

3. POSSIBLE REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION — None

4, ADJOURN SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
The meeting was adjourned at 7:06 p.m.

7:00 p.m. ROLL CALL - CONVENE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Mayor Pardue-Okimoto called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.
Present: Mayor Pardue-Okimoto; Councilmembers Abelson, Fadelli,
Lyman, and Quinto.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OR OBSERVATION OF MOMENT
OF SILENCE - Councilmember Quinto

2. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMUNICATIONS

City Manager Pinkos introduced the new City Clerk, Holly M. Charléty; thanked
Interim City Clerk, Sherry Kelly for her service; and shared she would like to bring
back the prior City Clerk, Cheryl Morse, to recognize her retirement when she is
feeling better.

Councilmember Fadelli reported attendance at the Chamber of Commerce lunch
today, the Trail Trekker meeting last week regarding fire hazards, and East Bay
League of Cities meeting. Glad to have minimum wage going into effect in the
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City. Mentioned another year without holiday lights in El Cerrito Plaza. For
economic development is something to potentially talk about, getting lights in
mature trees.

Councilmember Lyman — echoed Councilmember Fadelli's comments on the
chamber lunch. Announced Martin Luther King parade is next Monday, with a
viewing of Cracking the Codes on the preceding Sunday. March is renewal time
for terms on Boards and Commissions, now is the time to consider serving.

Councilmember Quinto — Met with Sierra Club Executive Board members, the
discussion included fire prevention. Last week attended East Bay League of
Cities meeting which also included discussion on fire prevention. Is a member of
the Environmental Quality Committee for the League of Cities, and supports
asking the Governor for more money for Cities for fire prevention. On January 3
attended ribbon cutting for grand opening of the Richmond Ferry. Attended
Contra Costa Mayors Conference, Contra Costa Transit Authority (CCTA) talked
about how funding was secured for ferry service in Richmond, and
Councilmember Abelson played a huge part. Was nominated as Vice-Chair of
the Contra Costa Mayors Conference.

Councilmember Abelson — Added that ferry service was funded primarily by
Measure J (1/2 cent sales tax in Contra Costa County), not just the community
but the County. Locally was able to select projects that would be included in the
measure. Attended installation of John Gioia as the president of the Board of
Supervisors for Contra Costa County today.

Mayor Pardue-Okimoto — attended Contra Costa Mayors Conference, first time
as a voting member. Congratulated Councilmember Quinto on selection as Vice-
Chair of the committee. Reviewed new ferry service fees. At the meeting, the
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG) came together for a committee on housing and will share
recommendation to solve housing crisis in greater bay area and will provide a
presentation at a future conference. Shared Sprinkler Fitters are doing a job
search. Today attended Alta Bates subcommittee, City of Berkeley sent letter to
Alta Bates requesting specific retrofit costs. Will provide another update after
next meeting in March.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

James-Joseph A. Diliberto regarding establishing open air museum on property,
requested contact with Ohlone.

Nick Zamorano regarding Eucalyptus Trees, reviewed recent events and
concerns about areas within the City.

Paul Duncan regarding fire safety in the Hillside Natural area, establishing
evaluation routes, specific action plan, requested Liaison to work with the group.
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Marlene George regarding fire safety, attended urban forestry committee
meeting, working to collaborate on the City Tree and Shrub ordinance
amendments.

Gary Prost regarding what other cities are doing about fire safety.

Susan Duncan regarding Camp fire article and take aways.

Scott Perry regarding need and lack of evacuation routes and need for
cooperation with Sunset Cemetery and golf course.

Dave Weinstein regarding updates on Trail Trekker accomplishments and goals.

Sherry Drobner regarding residents working on fire safety, thanked Fire Chief,
paramedics, and Council for care when husband had a stroke during December
council meeting.

Robin Mitchell regarding Trail Trekkers presentation on fire safety, encourage
city to have similar presentations for the public.

ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Action: Passed a motion to approve the consent calendar as indicated below.
Moved/Seconded: Councilmembers Lyman/Abelson Ayes: Mayor Pardue-
Okimoto; Councilmembers Abelson, Fadelli, Lyman, and Quinto Noes: None

A. Minutes

Approve the Minutes for the meetings of: 1) November 20, 2018; 2) December 4,
2018; and 3) December 18, 2018.

Action: Approved minutes

B. Transportation Impact Fee Program

Waive second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 2019-01 adding Chapter 4.54 —
Transportation Impact Fee to the Municipal Code.

First reading adopted by unanimous vote of the Council on December 18, 2018.
Action: Adopted Ordinance No. 2019-01

C. Municipal Pooling Authority Board Members

Adopt a Resolution designating the Human Resources Manager as Primary
Board Member and the Assistant City Manager as Alternate Board Member to
the Municipal Pooling Authority of Northern California (MPA).

Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-01

D. Successor Agency Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule

Adopt a Redevelopment Successor Agency Resolution reviewing and authorizing
submittal of the draft Recognized Obligations Payment Schedule (ROPS) 19-20
(July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020).

Action: Adopted Redevelopment Successor Agency Resolution No. 2019-01
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PRESENTATIONS - None
PUBLIC HEARINGS - None
POLICY MATTERS

A. Tenant Protections Ordinances

At the December 18, 2018 meeting, the Council introduced three ordinances
amending the Municipal Code to add: 1) minimum terms for residential leases
(“Minimum Lease Terms”); 2) new regulations for the termination of residential
tenancies (“Termination of Tenancy”); and 3) a requirement to provide tenant
relocation assistance under specified circumstances (“Tenant Relocation”)
(together the “Tenant Protection Ordinances”). Prior to introduction, the Council
amended the Tenant Relocation Ordinance to modify the circumstances that
qualify for tenant relocation assistance to require such assistance for qualifying
tenants displaced as a result of a 20% rent increase over a two-year period and
to include an additional payment of one month'’s rent for special circumstances
households. Other non-substantive changes were also made to the Tenant
Protection Ordinances prior to introduction. All three ordinances were introduced
by unanimous vote of the Council.

Staff recommends that the City Council, by motion:

1. Defer action on the three Tenant Protection Ordinances introduced at the
December 18, 2018 City Council meeting.

2. Reaffirm direction given to staff at the December 18, 2018 City Councll
meeting to prepare a Just Cause for Eviction Ordinance and a Rent
Registry Ordinance.

3. Direct staff to return with an integrated package of ordinances, for Council
consideration, that includes the Tenant Protection Ordinances, with
appropriate amendments, a Just Cause for Eviction Ordinance, and a
Rent Registry Ordinance.

Presentation: Sky Woodruff, City Attorney provided an oral report on the item.

Council Discussion: Members of the Council questioned staff on various
aspects of the item including intent of action requested tonight; clarification on
the 20% increase trigger for relocation assistance; conflicts with Costa-Hawkins;
protections of mom and pop landlords; clarification on calculations for relocation
costs; and timeline if action is deferred tonight.

Public Comments:

Bill Kuhlman — regarding support of deferring action, helping landlords be
successful.

Eric Mayers — regarding support of staff recommendation, in favor or rights for
both landlords and tenants.
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Elizabeth Thorsnes — regarding support of a rent registry.

Robin Mitchell — regarding delays causing displacements, advocated for rent
moratorium and just cause eviction, urged review of Human Relations
Commission (HRC) resolution presented at December Council meeting.

Howdy Goudey — regarding need for measures that can apply under Costa-
Hawkins, support of a complete package, that will provide equal protections to
tenants and landlords

Sherry Drobner — regarding importance of data on mom and pop landlords, study
sessions not allowing for public dialogue, support of HRC resolution task force,
temporary rent cap and just cause eviction.

llona Clark — regarding support of just cause, opposition of that further restricting
housing amid a housing shortage. Supportive of a rent registry.

Rhovy Lyn Antonio —CA Apartment Association, regarding member concerns on
rent trigger for relocation and just cause eviction, concerns about lack of process
and being a form of rent control.

Jeffrey Wright — regarding just cause as a precursor to rent control, Richmond’s
program, facts from recent election and Richmond Council actions, and support
of staff recommendation.

Jeffrey Levin —regarding support of just cause and rent registry, but not of taking
action tonight, consideration of costs, and request for interim protections for
tenant.

Peter Pan — regarding opposition of just cause and challenge with eviction.
Council Discussion:

Councilmember Lyman — stated support for more time to work on full package.
Clarified that the Council was not considering just cause tonight. Stated a desire
to focus on displacement. Want to avoid consequences of tougher screening at
the application phase. Stated desire and goal of limiting displacement of current
population.

Councilmember Abelson — Stated concern about rushing through comments last
discussion. Meeting with staff that can provide more open dialogue with the
public but limited for Council attending because of the Brown Act; clarified terms
for eviction.

City Attorney Woodruff - Stated that several workshops were held before bringing
this to Council in December. Holding additional workshops could be a challenge
as it would increase the timeline.
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Mayor Pardue-Okimoto — stated believe that El Cerrito voted in favor of Measure
10 because they feel rents are out of control and want to protect those being
displaced. Reported that there is work being done on state wide laws on these
issues, and summarized elements being focused on. Expressed desire for fair
return for landlords, but protection of renters.

Action: Passed a motion to approve the staff recommendation as proposed,
amending item number three to include the return date of February 19%.
Moved/Seconded: Councilmembers Lyman/Quinto Ayes: Mayor Pardue-
Okimoto; Councilmembers Abelson, Fadelli, Lyman, and Quinto Noes: None

B. Annual Review of Comprehensive Financial Policy
Presentation by Mark Rasiah, Finance Director.

Presentation: Mark Rasiah, Finance Director, presented the staff report and
answered questions raised my members of the council.

Public Comments:

Marlene Keller — Member of Financial Advisory Board (FAB) regarding
importance of time spent reviewing and updating the policy, focusing on reserve

policy.

Action: Passed a motion to extend the meeting by 15 minutes to 10:45 p.m.
Moved/Seconded: Councilmembers Abelson/Quinto Ayes: Mayor Pardue-
Okimoto; Councilmembers Abelson, Fadelli, Lyman, and Quinto Noes: None

Dick Patterson — Chair of FAB spoke regarding need for reserve fund.

Action: Receive and File.

C. Exclusive Negotiating Right Agreement — 6111 Potrero Avenue and
11335-41 San Pablo Avenue

Adopt a Resolution authorizing execution of an Exclusive Negotiating Rights

Agreement with (“Proposed Purchaser”) for the disposition of 6111 Potrero

Avenue and 11335-41 San Pablo Avenue (APNs 513-372-018 and -015)

Presentation: Melanie Mintz, Community Development Director, presented the
staff report and answered questions raised my members of the council.

Action: Passed a motion to extend the meeting by 15 minutes to 11:00 p.m.
Moved/Seconded: Councilmembers Quinto/Lyman Ayes: Mayor Pardue-
Okimoto; Councilmembers Abelson, Fadelli, Lyman, and Quinto Noes: None

Deepak Agarwal, potential purchaser, provided the council with an overview of
restaurant ownership and experience.

Agenda Packet page 13 of 34



Agenda Item No. 4(B)

Public Comments:

Robin Mitchell — expressed disappointment property not used for affordable
housing and questioned public process for bidding.

Jeff Levin — Look forward to redevelopment of property, shared concerns about
public process and affordable housing options.

Kim Marienthal — Co-developer for proposed project spoke on benefits of the
project.

Action: Passed a motion to extend the meeting by 10 minutes to 11:10 p.m.
Moved/Seconded: Councilmembers Abelson/Quinto Ayes: Mayor Pardue-
Okimoto; Councilmembers Abelson, Fadelli, Lyman, and Quinto Noes: None

Action: Passed a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2019-02. Moved/Seconded:
Councilmembers Lyman/Quinto Ayes: Mayor Pardue-Okimoto; Councilmembers
Abelson, Fadelli, Lyman, and Quinto Noes: None

CITY COUNCIL LOCAL & REGIONAL LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS

Councilmember Lyman — Financial Advisory Board discussing regarding real
property tax and governance of measure V. Crime Prevention Committee has
several sub committees, including one focused on membership recruitment and
one on revitalizing neighborhood watch program.

ADJOURN REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
The meeting was adjourned at 11:01 p.m.

Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto, Mayor

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the
special and regular City Council meetings of January 15, 2019 as approved by
the El Cerrito City Council.

Holly M. Charléty, MMC, City Clerk
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VT

THE CITY OF ——

EL CERRITO

Date: March 5, 2019
To: El Cerrito City Council
From: Human Relations Commission by Kristen Cunningham, Staff Liaison

Subject: Recognize March 10, 2019 as the 60" anniversary of the Tibetan national
uprising, and affirm support to the people of Tibet

ACTION REQUESTED

At the request of the El Cerrito Human Relations Commission, adopt a resolution
declaring 1) March 10, 2019, the 60" anniversary of the Tibetan national uprising, as
“Tibet Day” in the City of El Cerrito and display the Tibetan flag at City Hall; and 2)
Declaring El Cerrito's expression of solidarity with the Tibetan people and their just,
peaceful, and non-violent movement to remind the world of the ongoing suppression of
human rights and freedom in Tibet and the continuous degradation of culture, religion,
land, and identity of the Tibetan people by China.

BACKGROUND

This year continues the dedication of the Tibetan community around the world to remind
us about the ongoing plight of Tibet so that the just cause of Tibet is not forgotten. The
recent human rights abuses in Tibet are another example of the continued violent
suppression of a movement for democracy in Tibet. It is also one aspect of China’s
continued serious contravention of the Tibetan people’s right to religious and cultural
freedoms.

It is important that the City of El Cerrito oppose the Chinese government’'s campaign of
violent suppression and stand up for human rights and democracy in Tibet. The City of
El Cerrito has a long history of support for Tibet and the Tibetan people, and the Human
Relations Commission has requested a resolution from the City Council that shows
support for affirming the determination of the Tibetan people in Tibet and beyond,
including Tibetan Americans, to retain their heritage and protect it from destruction
against overwhelming odds through non-violent and peaceful means.

STRATEGIC PLAN CONSIDERATIONS
Adoption of this resolution will help fulfill the following City of El Cerrito Strategic Plan
Goals:
e Goal C: “Deepen a sense of place and community identity” and the objective of
“Celebrate the City’s diversity by welcoming residents of all ages and cultures
and encouraging their civic involvement”
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS
There are no costs to the City associated with this action.

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS
The resolution has been reviewed and approved by the City Attorney.

Reviewed by:

OUUE iy

Karen Pinkos
City Manager

Attachments:
1. Resolution

Agenda Packet page 16 of 34



Agenda Item No. 4(C)
Attachment 1

RESOLUTION 2019-

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL CERRITO
RECOGNIZING MARCH 10, 2019 AS “TIBET DAY” IN THE CITY OF EL
CERRITO AND AFFIRMING SUPPORT TO THE PEOPLE OF TIBET

WHEREAS, On March 10, 2019, Californians, including Tibetan
Americans, residing in ElI Cerrito and surrounding regions will gather to
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising against
Chinese invasion and occupation of Tibet; and

WHEREAS, the City of El Cerrito has a diverse ethnic population,
including Tibetan Americans, who are concerned about human rights and
freedom in the United States and throughout the world, and

WHEREAS, the United States has a long history of support to the Tibetan
people, including the passage of the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 (subtitle B of title
VI of Public Law 107-228; 22 U.S.C. 6901 note), signed into law on September
30, 2002, which encapsulates policy and programmatic initiatives and supports
the aspirations of the Tibetan people to safeguard their distinct identity; and

WHEREAS, on October 17, 2007, His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama was
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in recognition of his many enduring and
outstanding contributions to peace, nonviolence, human rights, and religious
understanding; and

WHEREAS, the Tibetans living in El Cerrito were pleased to welcome His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, a true champion of world peace and religious harmony,
when he visited the Tibetan Community Center in Richmond in February 2014;
and

WHEREAS, The State Department’'s 2017 Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices said this about the situation in Tibet: “The most significant
human rights issues included: disappearances; torture by government
authorities; arbitrary detentions, including political prisoners; and government
curtailment of the freedoms of speech, religion, association, assembly, and
movement”; and

WHEREAS, Tibetan Americans, including those residing in El Cerrito,
have been expressing concern at the Chinese Government'’s:

(1) travel restrictions against Tibetans and United States citizens;

(2) restrictive regulations on religious affairs in Tibet;

(3) censorship of Buddhist literature and information in Tibet;

(4) demolition of Tibetan Buddhist sites;

(5) imprisonment of Tibetan prisoners of conscience; and
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(6) declarations that “Decision-making power over the reincarnation of the
Dalai Lama and over the end of survival of his lineage resides with the
central government of China”; and

WHEREAS, Tibetan Americans residing in California have been facing
discrimination at the hands of Chinese consulates while applying for visas to visit
Tibet; and

WHEREAS, the Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act passed by Congress and
signed into law on December 19, 2018 highlights China’s attempts to isolate
Tibet and seeks to promote access for United States diplomats and other
officials, journalists, and other citizens, including Tibetan Americans, to Tibet;
and

WHEREAS, since 2009, 155 Tibetans have self-immolated to protest
against China’s rule in Tibet and most Tibetans publicly call for the return of the
Dalai Lama to Tibet; and

WHEREAS, the city of El Cerrito has a long history of support for Tibet
and the Tibetan people; and

WHEREAS, The EIl Cerrito City Council affirms the determination of the
Tibetan people in Tibet and outside, including the Tibetan Americans, to retain
their heritage and protect it from destruction against overwhelming odds through
non-violent and peaceful means:

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
El Cerrito that March 10, 2019, the 60th anniversary of the Tibetan national
uprising, shall be officially recognized as "Tibet Day" and the Tibetan flag shall be
displayed at City Hall.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that El Cerrito City Council supports the
initiatives on Tibet in the United States Congress.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of El Cerrito stands in
solidarity with His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the Tibetan people and their just,
peaceful, and non-violent movement to remind the world of the occupation and
ongoing suppression of human rights and freedom in Tibet and the continuous
degradation of culture, religion, land, and identity of the Tibetan people by
China.

| CERTIFY that at a regular meeting on March 5, 2019, the City Council of
the City of El Cerrito passed this Resolution by the following vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS:

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS:
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS:
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ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS:

IN WITNESS of this action, | sign this document and affix the corporate
seal of the City of El Cerrito on March XX, 2019.

Holly M. Charléty, City Clerk
APPROVED:

Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto, Mayor
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Environmental Quality
Committee

Annual Work Plan — 2019
Presentation to City Council
March 5, 2019

EQC 101

Committee of up to 15 citizens

Chair Mark Miner, Vice-Chair Rebecca
Milliken, Howdy Goudey, Elizabeth
Molnar, Alison Moreno, Sean O’Connor,
Paloma Pavel, Renée Solari, Jeff Sobul,
Ellen Spitalnik, Sheila Tarbet, Neil Tsutsui,
Gisele Verrier, David Weinstein

Meet 2" Tuesday, 7 PM, City Hall

Mission:
To educate, inspire, and
activate our community to
sustainably thrive
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Role of the EQC

To serve in an advisory capacity A O ‘*ﬁ
to City Council, staff and other - g
committees with regard to ' f*
environmental quality issues in '

El Cerrito

To recommend programs and
policies to the City Council

Foster public awareness,
education and interest in the
City’s environmental quality
efforts

EQC Goals

Promote environmental education, action, equity, & justice
Involve learners of all ages

Help residents and businesses live more sustainably
Inform and champion City’s environmental efforts
Support GHG emissions reductions (Climate Action Plan)
Reduce waste by encouraging Reduction, Reuse, Recycling
and Composting

Champion energy/water efficiency, renewable energy
generation, and efficient transportation

Minimize hazardous chemical use

Protect, expand and steward open green space

Support healthy creeks and forests, & green infrastructure
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EQC & City’s Strategic Plan

Goal F: Foster environmental sustainability citywide

Be a leader in setting policies and providing innovative programs that
promote environmental sustainability.

Promote environmental education to facilitate behavioral changes by
working with the school district and other community groups.

Implement polices to promote waste diversion (i.e., mandatory
commercial recycling and green waste).

Encourage alternative modes of transportation to the single
occupancy vehicle.

Implement and monitor the City’s Climate Action Plan (CAP) to:

Reduce vehicle miles traveled
Facilitate energy and water efficiency and greater use of clean energy
Reduce the amount of waste generated in El Cerrito

Make municipal operations more resource efficient and environmentally
friendly

Past EQC Accomplishments

Supported policy developments and {”‘ﬁn
hosted public forums: MCE cios souray

Climate Action Plan — 2013 e(!,erl'ito o. .@

Single-Use Plastic Bag and EPS Foam
Take Out Container Bans — 2013 GREENING

Community Choice Aggregation — 2014
Priority Conservation Areas — 2015

Pollinator Safe Community Resolution — 2015
Urban Greening Plan — 2015

Cool CA, earned $2,700 — 2016

Discussed reforming User Utility Taxes (UUT)
to reflect carbon emissions — 2017

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
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EQC 2018 Accomplishments

Community Outreach
Volunteer Appreciation
and EQC 10th Anniversary Party
Green Teams volunteer events

Eco-film series,

lectures and workshops
100% renewable
energy outreach
Annual Hillside Festival

Earth Day
Bike to Work Day
4th of July

EQC 2018 Accomplishments

Programs and Events

National Drive Electric Week event
Butterfly and Pollinator Workshop
Fix-it Clinics at the El Cerrito Library
SunShares program and workshop

Film showing (“Tomorrow”) and panel
discussion on Climate Change

5th Annual Hillside Festival

Volunteer Appreciation Event and
EQC 10th Anniversary Party

Presentation on Electrification
City Nature Challenge
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EQC 2018 Accomplishments

Climate Action Implementation o

On-going Deep Green outreach with 100 100

P O] 3L o ” Qr a PERCENT YEARS
MCE’s “Living Lightly” Initiative S G
100% renewable energy

Supported Municipal opt-up Si= UF)
tO Deep Green mceCleanEnergy.org/ElCerrito

Supported El Cerrito to become MCE “Deep Green Champion”

2019 Work Plan
Public Education and Outreach

Declare 2019 the Year of Plastic

Pollution Prevention
Develop programs or policies to help
reduce single-use plastics (e.g. straws)

Contribute to trash mitigation
strategies

Plastic Free July

Hold at least two film and/or
lecture/workshop events

Plastic waste in oceans
Household toxics reduction
Electrification of buildings and
transportation

Water conservation and energy
efficiency programs
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2019 Work Plan
Public Education and Qutreach

Programs and Events
Bay Area SunShares Participation
Drive Electric Week Events
East Bay Electrification Expo
6th Annual Hillside Festival
Co-host Three Fix-it Clinics
“Bio-Blitz” Event in the Hillside Natural Area
Tabling at City Events (4t of July, Earth Day, etc.)
Develop New Outreach Materials

2019 Work Plan
Volunteer Work Parties

Volunteer Work Parties

Hosting nine Green Teams
Work Parties

Continue Partnership with
PG&E to restore and maintain
habitat on Moeser power line
corridor
Earth Day Native Plant protection
work party

Additional emphasis on
vegetation management
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2019 Work Plan
Policy Development

Policy Development and Advice
Reduction of Single-use Plastics Food Ware,
including Straws and Stirrers
Review Environmental Purchasing Policy
Support use of Electric Vehicles and “EV” Infrastructure
Climate Action Plan (CAP) Implementation

Review/update CAP goals and accomplishments

Explore electrification to reduce residential and
commercial natural gas usage

Engage budget process to be inclusive of CAP goals
Support City staff in data collection and analysis of CAP metrics

2019 Work Plan
Support City Programs

Support Related City Programs

Promote Real Property
Transfer Tax Rebates for
Energy Efficiency Improvements

Support Acquisition of Public Open Space

Support Fire Mitigation Strategies in
Hillside Natural Area

Support EV Infrastructure Deployment
Support Trash Mitigation Strategies

Review How City Cares for its Creeks
Expand Stewardship of Hillside Natural Area
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EQC Calendar of Events
| pracolens |

anuary
Central Park and Cerrito Creek
Green Teams Clean Up (1/19)

April
Earth Day Celebration
(4/13)

July
Plastic Free July
El Cerrito 4t of July Festival

October
Tree Planting with Urban Forest
Committee (TBD)

ebruary
East Bay Electrification Expo (2/7)

Presentation from Fire Chief on Fire

Prevention near Wildlands (2/12)

Madera Property Broom Pull (2/16)

May

6t Annual Hillside Natural Area Festival

(5/3-5/5)
Bike to Work Day (5/9)
August
SunShares Launch (Year 2)
Central Park & Cerrito Creek
Green Teams Clean up (Aug 17)
November

Baxter Creek Green Teams
Clean up (11/2)
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March
Del Norte Green Teams Clean Up (3/10)

June
Northern Entryways Green
Teams Clean up (6/1)

September
Coastal Clean Up (9/21)
National Drive Electric Week
(Berkeley 9/4, Richmond TBD)

December
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7 e

THE CITY OF —

EL CERRITO

ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY COMMITTEE

Environmental Quality Committee

2019 WORK PLAN
AND

2018 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Members:  Chair Mark Miner, Vice-Chair Rebecca Milliken, Howdy Goudey, Elizabeth Molnar, Alison Moreno,
Sean O’Connor, Paloma Pavel, Renée Solari, Jeff Sobul, Ellen Spitalnik, Sheila Tarbet, Neil Tsutsui,
Gisele Verrier, David Weinstein
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MISSION STATEMENT:
The Environmental Quality Committee’s mission is to educate, inspire, and activate our community to sustainably thrive.

Because the City of El Cerrito recognizes that environmental quality is an important issue that demands immediate and ongoing
attention, the Environmental Quality Committee (EQC) was established in 2008 by Resolution 2008-13, as a Council-appointed body
of up to15 El Cerrito residents and business owners. It meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7 PM in City Council Chambers. The
enabling resolution identifies the whole City’s role and responsibility in reducing environmental impact, as well as demonstrating
environmental leadership and affecting cultural change in the way that the City and its citizens relate to the environment.

The EQC duties and responsibilities, as stated in its enabling resolution, are:

1. To serve in an advisory capacity to the City Council, staff, other boards, commissions, and committees, and the citizens of the
City with regard to environmental quality issues within the City of El Cerrito

2. To recommend programs, policies, and ordinances to the City Council and promote the City's environmental quality efforts

3. Promote and foster public awareness, education, interest and support for environmental quality efforts, foster volunteer
opportunities, and educate El Cerrito citizens regarding environmental quality and issues relating to environmental impacts

The EQC goals are:
1. Promote environmental education, action, engagement, equity, and justice
2. Involve learners of all ages
3. Help businesses and residents live in a more sustainable and environmentally friendly fashion
4. Inform and champion the City’s environmental policies and ordinances
5. Reduce greenhouse gas emissions to meet and exceed targets of the El Cerrito Climate Action Plan (and propose revised

goals, as appropriate)

Change material use patterns by encouraging Reduction, Reuse, Recycling, and Composting

Champion energy/water efficiency, renewable energy, and sustainable transportation

Minimize hazardous chemical use and human/environmental exposures to toxics

Protect, expand and steward green spaces with public path/trail connectivity, maintain and restore natural areas with an

emphasis on native ecosystems, and encourage a network of human/wildlife friendly green habitat throughout the city

10. Support water quality, healthy creeks and forests, and green infrastructure to increase resiliency in the face of climate
change

AR SRR
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The EQC’s work is guided by the 2015-2020 El Cerrito Strategic Plan (excerpt below):

Goal F: Foster environmental sustainability citywide

Be a leader in setting policies and providing innovative programs that promote environmental sustainability.
Promote environmental education to facilitate behavioral changes by working with the school district and other community
groups.
Implement polices to promote waste diversion (i.e., mandatory commercial recycling and green waste).
Encourage alternative modes of transportation to the single occupancy vehicle.
Implement and monitor the City’s Climate Action Plan to:
o Reduce vehicle miles traveled (by creating a well-connected, pedestrian, bicycle and transit-oriented urban forms
that will make it easier for residents and visitors to leave their car behind.)
o Facilitate energy and water efficiency and greater use and generation of clean energy
o Reduce the amount of waste generated in El Cerrito
o Make municipal operations more resource efficient and environmentally friendly

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

The EQC was established in 2008. Over the ten year history of the EQC, the committee emphasis has occasionally cycled between
public education, organizing community volunteer engagement, and environmental policy, but there has generally been a consistent
commitment to all forms of action envisioned for the EQC over time. The committee has also remained a fairly consistent size, with a
number of long-serving members. Over 40 community members have served, and the committee reached its full 15-member capacity
during 2018, with only one vacancy as 2019 opens. This means the EQC is experiencing its highest levels of community participation
and engagement in its 10 years.
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charging infrastructure

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIVITIES PRIORITY | TIMELINE FOR
RANKING | COMPLETION
1. Public a) Declare 2019 Year of Plastic Pollution Prevention 1 1 year
Education and | b) Host at least two public events (e.g films, lectures, or workshops) 1 1 year (ongoing)
Outreach c¢) Continue 100% renewable Deep Green power enrollment outreach, 1 1 year (ongoing)
particularly to businesses
o Encourage “Living Lightly” teams to form in El Cerrito
d) Participate in events and programs that encourage electrification of 1 1 year (ongoing)
buildings and transportation (e.g. Bay Area SunShares program to
increase rooftop solar and EV adoption, National Drive Electric
Week, and a regional Electrification Expo)
e) Co-sponsor the Hillside Festival and other related hikes and 1 1 year (ongoing)
educational events
f) Co-sponsor Fix-it Clinic events 1 1 year (ongoing)
g) Support Citizen Scientist activities to increase awareness of El 1 1 year (ongoing)
Cerrito’s biodiversity
h) Table at major city events, and perform other outreach activities to 1 1 year (ongoing)
spread awareness of EQC
i) Develop new collateral (e.g. welcome packet) and communications 1 1 year (ongoing)
strategies to increase public engagement
. Volunteer a) Hold a Green Team work party every other month (~6/year); 1 1 year (ongoing)
work parties diversify work party activities
b) Continue partnership with PGE to restore and monitor habitat on the 1 1 year (ongoing)
Moeser power line corridor, with additional emphasis on vegetation
management to reduce the potential for and severity of wildfires
. Policy a) Develop policy/programs to support the reduction of single-use 1 1-2 years
development plastics, particularly in food ware
and advice b) Revise/update the environmentally preferred purchasing policy 213 2-3 years
c) Support use of EVs and infrastructure in city operations, as well as 2/3 2-3 years
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d) Review and update Climate Action Plan (CAP) goals and 1 1 year (ongoing)
accomplishments; explore electrification as part of implementation
of CAP to reduce residential and commercial natural gas usage;
engage budget process to be inclusive of CAP goals
4. Support of a) Review how city cares for its creeks and riparian habitat and 1 1 year (ongoing)
environmental recommend changes if needed
related city b) Expand stewardship of Hillside Natural Area (invasive plants and 1 1 year (ongoing)
programs fire safety; address deferred maintenance), engage budget process as
part of Park & Rec Facilities Master Plan review
c) Support public/municipal EV charging infrastructure deployment 1 1 year (ongoing)
d) Support the implementation of commercial and multi-family 1/2 1-2 years
compost policy/programs per new state laws
e) Support acquisition of public open space or public access easements 2/3 1 year (ongoing)

and help implement Urban Greening and Green Infrastructure Plans
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PRIOR YEAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

OBJECTIVE ACTIVITIES SUPPORTING GOAL STATUS
1. Public a) Hosted film showing of “Tomorrow” and a panel discussion on Climate Change at City Hall Completed
Education and | b) 5" Annual Hillside Festival, co-sponsored with El Cerrito Trail Trekkers
Outreach ¢) Co-hosted National Drive Electric Week event in Berkeley

d) Hosted a Butterfly and Pollinator Workshop at City Hall

e) Tabled at 4™ of July, Earth Day, and Bike to Work Day

f) Conducted MCE Deep Green outreach at many events throughout the year

g) Co-sponsored two Fix-it Clinics at the El Cerrito Public Library

h) Participated in the SunShares program and hosted a workshop at City Hall

i) Hosted a Volunteer Appreciation and EQC 10™ Anniversary Party; continued Environmental
Awards series; and established an ongoing award recognition plaque displayed at the RERC

j) Hosted presentation from Ram Narayanamurthy of the Electric Power Research Institute on
electrification and impacts on the grid

k) Promoted City Nature Challenge to measure El Cerrito’s biodiversity

1) Reached the EQC’s maximum of 15 members

2. Volunteer a) Regular Green Team work parties (~6/ year), including trash removal from streets, parks and Completed
work parties creeks (participated in Coastal Clean-up day), and two broom pulls in Hillside Natural Area

b) Coordinated with PG&E to host an Earth day volunteer work party focused on native plant
restoration and fire protection maintenance of the area along Moeser Lane

3. Policy a) Explored policy options related to single- and multi-family development projects (including Completed
development potentially adding environmental incentives/rebates to the building permit fee schedule), and
and advice single-use plastic foodware

b) Followed CCA PCIA exit fee issue and proceedings before the CPUC

c) Supported El Cerrito to become a “Deep Green Champion” on MCE’s website

d) Supported the City Council’s idea to offer partial rebates on the potential Real Property Transfer
Tax for energy, environmental, and other upgrades

e) Hosted presentations on plastic pollution and on the City’s waste diversion program

4. Support of a) Climate Action Plan review and implementation (100% renewable deep green enrollments) Completed
environmental
related city
programs
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ONGOING PROJECTS
PROJECT ACTIVITIES
1. Green Team Work Parties Coordinate roughly six trash clean-up events each year in various city parks, the Ohlone

Greenway and city streets. Organize other volunteer work parties focused on
weed/invasive plant removal, pollinator habitat restoration/stewardship, tree planting (in
collaboration with the Urban Forest Committee and City arborist) and
maintenance/stewardship of the Hillside Natural Area.

2. Hillside Festival Assist Trail Trekkers in the production of the annual event celebrating the Hillside
Natural Area with many hikes, talks, and activities.
3. Climate Action Plan Work with city staff to evaluate successes and opportunities as we further implement the
implementation and progress Climate Action Plan. Explore opportunities to reduce residential natural gas use, and
metrics promote electrification of home appliances and automobiles as a complement to 100%

renewable electrical power. Outreach to businesses to opt up to 100% renewable power.
Improve municipal EV infrastructure/readiness and fleet management.

4. Water efficiency/resiliency Education and incentives to use greywater and rainwater collection. Potential to do
outreach to new multifamily developments on water efficiency.

5. Urban Greening implementation | Volunteer work parties and policy/program development to strengthen pollinator habitat
and green infrastructure. Continue the partnership with PGE on the Moeser transmission
corridor to provide stewardship and monitoring of plant species being managed.

6. Future Projects Ideas/Areas to a) Liaise with other city commissions/committees to ensure sustainability
Explore (2019/2020) considerations. Increase EQC participation on related topics in City budget process.
b) Explore environmental benefits/impacts of new development.
c) Explore the creation of a tool lending library.
d) Host additional volunteer appreciation parties.
e) Explore a solar access ordinance and net hardscape policy.
f) Develop welcome package and information for new residents and businesses.
g) Add EQC awards for sustainable/green businesses.
h) Explore unit-level metering for electricity and all-electric unit incentives.
1) Participate in regional climate action information sharing and coordination.
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SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA REPORTS AND
CORRESPONDENCE

ADJOURNED CITY COUNCIL MEETING
March 5, 2019

AGENDA ITEM 1(A) — Adjourned from February 19, 2019 regular meeting
Tenant Protections Study Session: El Cerrito 2017 Affordable Housing

Strategy, Pillar B: Reduce the Risk of Displacement and Help Stabilize At-
Risk Populations

1. Public comments received after publication of the agenda packet

2. Materials provided at the meeting under public comment

CITY HALL 10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530
Telephone (510) 215-4305 Fax (510) 215-4379  http://www.el-cerrito.org




From:
To: Janet Abelson; Gabe Quinto; Paul Fadelli; Greg Lyman; Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto

Cc: City Clerk; Aissia Ashoori; Melanie Mintz
Subject: Tenant Protections - Per March 5th Discussion
Date: Monday, February 25, 2019 11:38:10 AM

February 23, 2019

Dear Mayor Pardue-Okimoto and City Council members,

On March 5% you will have the opportunity to discuss the important item of tenant
protections. | ask that you borrow from the facts that are at your disposal. These facts have
been uncovered by your own city staff and can be found in the Affordable Housing Strategy

http://www.el-cerrito.org/DocumentCenter/View/8637/Affordable-Housing-Strategy-
Revised_08-31-2017)

The Housing Element notes that many market-rate housing units in EI Cerrito are
unaffordable to extremely low-, very low-, and low- and moderate-income households. As of
2010, more than one-third all EI Cerrito households were cost burdened or spent more than
30 percent of their income for housing, and 17 percent spent more than 50 percent of their
income on housing. Renters are more likely to be cost-burdened than homeowners (Figure 3).
This dynamic is likely to have worsened given recent housing price increases. The average
asking rent for an apartment in El Cerrito increased by 39 percent between 2010 and 2017, to
an average of $2,151 in June 2017, although no new units came onto the market during this
time period (Figure 4). In comparison, Contra Costa County’s average rent has increased
slightly more (by 44 percent since 2010), but remains slightly lower at $1,909 in June 2017. as
well as additional information cited by your own Human Rights Commission in their
resolution providing a recommendation to you. (Page 10)

On December 18”‘, 2018, the Human Relations Commission issued a recommendation to the
city council including the following facts:

o The majority of EI Cerrito renters spend more than 35% of their household income on
rent

e Research has found that those who spend more than 35% of their household income on
rent are twice as likely to be hospitalized for hypertension and twice as likely to be
hospitalized for mental illness

o Research has found that those who spend more than 35% of their household income on
rent are twice as likely to be hospitalized for hypertension and twice as likely to be
hospitalized for mental illness

» Research has found that one of the most effective ways to increase public health is to
increase housing quality and decrease housing insecurity because of how directly



housing insecurity has been found to impact physical and mental health

Based on these facts, you have at hand the opportunity to improve the lives of the renters in El
Cerrito. But based on the meeting of February 19t it also appears that you have some fearful
landlords who admittedly want to protect their investments.

But this is a false paradigm; it does not either protect the investments of vulnerable landlords
or protect the health and diversity of our city and vulnerable tenants.

The Human Relations Commission set forward a set of recommendations that have been
woefully ignored by the city council. These recommendations include:

1. Immediately establish ““Just Cause Eviction™ policies specifically detailing the only
circumstances under which a landlord may evict a tenant; and

2. Immediately establish a temporary measure limiting rent increases to be within a
certain percentage to protect tenants from rent gouging, which will be in place pending
the adoption of rent control ordinances; and

3. Immediately establish a permanent citizen board or commission equally represented by
citizen renters, landlords, and homeowners to advise the City Council on matters of the
housing; and

4. Immediately establish a citizen-led task force (separate from the above-described board
or commission) specific to the topic of tenant protections to be in existence for the full
duration of the time period in which the City Council and City Staff is researching,
developing, and implementing the Affordable Housing Strategy, to work alongside the
City of El Cerrito to provide a direct and consistent access point for citizen input and
advisory on matters of tenants’ rights and protections; and

5. The above actions are to be utilized by the City Council as a means of information,
education, and advisory regarding the full scope and impact of housing as a basic
human right, with data and feedback to be collected and considered by the City Council
at six-month increments.

(See for full HRC Resolution on Tenant Protections) https://www.el-
cerrito.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/ltem/4663 The recommendations above are in the
mainstream with many of the proposals now being contemplated by regional
organizations and the State of California.

Regionally, CASA- The Committee to House the Bay Area, published their CASA
Compact, a series of recommendations derived from discussions of various stakeholders.

https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/:CASA_Compact.pdf

Recommendations included :
Just Cause Eviction
Rent Cap

Rent Assistance and Access to Legal Counsel



The State of California is contemplating measures to address the housing crisis as well. One
possible measure on the table follow could model the recently passed anti-rent gouging bill
passed in Oregon. https://www.kqged.org/news/11728558/if-california-pursues-a-cap-on-rent-
increases-how-many-tenants-will-it-actually-help

Assemblyman David Chiu, the co-author of the failed Proposition 10, supports the idea of a
ban on rent gouging. According to the article, “Chiu stresses that any rent-gouging bill would
need to be part of more comprehensive tenant protections and that other more stringent rent
control measures are still a possibility.”

The anti-rent gouging language is similar to the CASA rent cap proposal and similar to a UC
Berkeley report: Finding Common Ground on Rent Control, released last year after meeting

with both landlord and tenant groups. https://ternercenter.berkeley.edu/finding-common-
ground-rent-control

Please move forward: Place the HRC Resolution on the agenda for your March 5th
meeting and discuss their recommendations. Take action and adopt a temporary anti-
rent gouging measure ordinance and just cause eviction ordinance. Convene community
members to review specifics for a long term solution.

Sincerely,
Sherry Drobner, Ed.D.

El Cerrito



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: NO rent control, NO just cause eviction and nagtive impact to community
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:33:29 AM

From: Dallon Wans < -

Date: March 3, 2019 at 11:12:19 AM PST

To: Jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Pfadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us,
Rpardueokimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Glyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Subject: NO rent control, NO just cause eviction and nagtive impact to community

Dear council member,

As a homeowner in El Cerrito,| definitely oppose rent control and just cause eviction in
El Cerrito because this will cause the negative affect to community . Please DO vote
NO. Thank you!

Best regards,
Dallon Wang



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: JCE and RC Are Bad for Our City
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:33:44 AM

From: reter » <

Date: March 2, 2019 at 6:47:14 PM PST

To: Jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Pfadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us,
Glyman@oci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Rpardueokimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Subject: JCE and RC Are Bad for Our City

Dear Council Members:

I am an El Cerrito resident with 22 years of residency. | own a duplex in El Cerrito. My
monthly payment of mortgage, insurance, property tax on the duplex is $4165.76 and |
receive $3800.00 in rent. | am keeping the rent lower than market as | am living next to
my tenants and | want to keep these good tenants. | am hoping that someday my
mortgage will be paid off and | will have some supplemental income for my retirement.

84% of housing providers in El Cerrito are Mom and Pop owners like me. Many of them
are senior citizens putting in their life savings to support their retirement. Some of
them live in the same building of their tenants. As you heard in our last policy
discussion in the city chamber, JCE and RC may force some of these providers to
withdraw from housing market, jeopardizing their retirement and reducing the number
of available housing units for tenants.

Those who remain in market will be very selective in choosing their tenant as the stake
of a bad tenant will be many folds bigger under JCE than in normal situations. The
result is that those who are most in need of housing will have great difficulties in
renting a place.

With rent control, we can no longer afford to give discount to good tenants as we have
to treat good and bad tenant the same and raise their allowable rents every year to

avoid getting stuck in low rents.

If our hands are tied in dealing with bad tenants, good tenants will either leave or
suffer and our community will suffer too.

| understand that you all have good intentions, but please think about the unintended
bad consequences JCE and RC will bring. Our city also can hardly pay our bills, spending
on these bad programs will make our dire finance situation worse.

Sincerely yours

Peter J. Pan



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: No rental control
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:38:21 AM

From: Enjie Li

Date: March 3, 2019 at 9:17:18 AM PST
To: Jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Cc: Gauinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Pfadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Glyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us,

Rpardueokimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Subject: No rental control

Dear council member:
El Cerrito is beautiful city. There aren’t many apartments on rental market.

Keep safe and secure as well as peaceful environment are very important for residents.
Any policy or regulations shall not encourage those evil thoughts or bad behavior.

Establish good relationship is crucial and essential. Rental control might cause too
much issue which city may not be able to handle.
Rental control is not necessary in our lovely El Cerrito.

| oppose rent control and just cause eviction in el cerrito, please vote NO. Thank you!
Meina Wu



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: | oppose rent control and just cause eviction in el cerrito, please vote NO. Thank you!
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:38:40 AM

From: Angela . -

Date: March 3, 2019 at 9:05:06 AM PST

To: "Jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us" <Jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>, "Gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us"
<Gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>, "Pfadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us" <Pfadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>,
"Glyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us" <Glyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>, "Rpardueokimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us"
<Rpardueokimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>

Subject: | oppose rent control and just cause eviction in el cerrito, please vote NO. Thank you!

Dear Council Members,

| oppose rent control and just cause eviction in el cerrito, please kindly vote NO.
Thank you!

We saw from the last city council meeting, many property owners in El Cerrito are
families & elderly. Over 80% of housing providers are Mom and Pop owners, including
many single family residences.

Many senior citizens have invested their life savings in small properties to supplement
their retirement. Some of them live in the same building with their tenants. JCE and RC
may jeopardize their retirement and force some of these providers to withdraw from
the housing market, reducing the number of available housing units for tenants.

Those who remain in the market would become very selective in choosing their
tenants, as the stake of a bad tenant would be much bigger under JCE than in normal
situations.

With rent control, Owners could no longer afford to give discount to good tenants,
afraid of not able to raise the allowable rents when necessary.

You all have good intentions. Please think about the unintended serious consequences
JCE and RC may bring to both Providers & Tenants, harming both sides.

Let's work together for a solution that would benefit everyone in our city. A better
proposal such as generating a housing fund or housing voucher program which directly
assist low income residents would work much better. JCE & RC will kill housing, which
our city cannot afford.

Best regards,

Angela Xu



Angela Xu
MBA | Realtor
DRE#: 01981330

One way or another, we will work it out upon his will !

Sent from my iPhone



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety

Subject: FW: No JCE/RC

Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:38:51 AM

From: Favcs

Date: March 3, 2019 at 8:10:02 AM PST

To: Gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
Subject: No JCE/RC

Dear Council Member,

We saw from the last city council meeting, many property owners in El Cerrito are
families & elderly. Over 80% of housing providers are Mom and Pop owners, including
many single family residences.

Many senior citizens have invested their life savings in small properties to supplement
their retirement. Some of them live in the same building with their tenants. JCE and
RC may jeopardize their retirement and force some of these providers to withdraw
from the housing market, reducing the number of available housing units for tenants.

Those who remain in the market would become very selective in choosing their
tenants, as the stake of a bad tenant would be much bigger under JCE than in normal
situations.

With rent control, Owners could no longer afford to give discount to good tenants,
afraid of not able to raise the allowable rents when necessary.

You all have good intentions. Please think about the unintended serious consequences
JCE and RC may bring to both Providers & Tenants, harming both sides.

Let's work together for a solution that would benefit everyone in our city. A better
proposal such as generating a housing fund or housing voucher program which directly
assist low income residents would work much better. JCE & RC will kill housing, which
our city cannot afford.

Best regards,

Frances C
Your constituent

Sent from my iPhone



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: about RC and JCE policy
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:39:04 AM

rrom: 257
Date: March 3, 2019 at 8:03:43 AM PST
To: Gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Subject: about RC and JCE policy

Dear Council Member:

I am a new immigrant. | am looking for a place to live. | want to buy a 2 - 4 unit building
in El Cerrito so that | can live there and get some income from renting other units. But
if the city has a Rent Control and Just Cause Eviction Ordinance, | would hesitate to
choose El Cerrito because it would be too risky. The reason | come here is to seek
freedom and private property rights. This is my real thought. Also this is other
immigrant’s thought.

Market economy has its own laws. Please don’t try to meddle with it. Thank you.

Yours Sincerely
George



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety

Subject: FW: Please Vote against rent control and just cause eviction ordinances
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:39:19 AM

rrom: I

Date: March 3, 2019 at 7:39:54 AM PST
To: Jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Pfadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us,

Glyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Rpardueokimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Subject: Please Vote against rent control and just cause eviction ordinances

Dear Council Members,

We saw from the last city council meeting, many property owners in El Cerrito are
families & elderly. Over 80% of housing providers are Mom and Pop owners, including
many single family residences.

Many senior citizens have invested their life savings in small properties to supplement
their retirement. Some of them live in the same building with their tenants. JCE and
RC may jeopardize their retirement and force some of these providers to withdraw
from the housing market, reducing the number of available housing units for tenants.

Those who remain in the market would become very selective in choosing their
tenants, as the stake of a bad tenant would be much bigger under JCE than in normal
situations.

With rent control, Owners could no longer afford to give discount to good tenants,
afraid of not able to raise the allowable rents when necessary.

You all have good intentions. Please think about the unintended serious consequences
JCE and RC may bring to both Providers & Tenants, harming both sides.

Let's work together for a solution that would benefit everyone in our city. A better
proposal such as generating a housing fund or housing voucher program which directly
assist low income residents would work much better. JCE & RC will kill housing, which
our city cannot afford.

Best regards,
Jim yan

Sent from my iPhone



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: Rent Control and Grafitti
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 8:41:13 AM

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: "Thomas Parent" <} G-

Date: Sat, Mar 2, 2019 at 2:08 PM -0800

Subject: Rent Control and Grafitti

To: "Janet Abelson" <jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>, "Gabe Quinto" <GQuinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>,
"Paul Fadelli" <PFadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>, "Greg Lyman" <GLyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>, "Rochelle

Pardue-Okimoto" <RPardueOkimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>

Hello,
Below are two issues | am concerned about:

1) One of the reasons we have this awesome pipeline of housing developments planned along San Pablo Ave. is
because El Cerrito DOES NOT have rent control. These developments will go along way to address the real cause
of high rental rates. My guessis that the proposed rent control measures would kill quite afew of these
developments before they even get off the ground and stop new ones from being planned. | hopethat | am
preaching to the choir when | say that rent control makes the housing shortage WORSE! Y ou would be hard
pressed to find responsible city planners who would proclaim that rent control works. It doesnot! | can offer a
personal example. | have been renting out a condo in Marina Bay in Richmond for several years. Because of
Richmond's new tenant eviction fees, | have decided to take my unit off the market and sell it. | would never evict a
tenant in the middle of alease. However, when the leaseis up, | should have the right to use the unit myself or sell
it without paying the existing tenant $14,000! Asaresult of Richmond's new policies, | can tell you for sure that
thereis at least one lessrental unit availablein their city! Rent control in El Cerrito will both kill new
developments and eliminate units that are currently rented. Offering carrots to encourage new devel opments,
affordable units and ADU'sis a much better approach. Until now, it seemslike the city has been on the right track.

2) Thegraffiti in my El Cerrito Plaza neighborhood has taken a big turn for the worse in the last month. 1'm sure
the crime associated with the tagsis up as well as evidenced by the car that crashed through the front doors of Pic N
Pac liquor and a big new tag on their fence. It really seemslike El Cerrito puts alow priority on keeping the graffiti
cleaned up. Asan example, the"City of El Cerrito" sign in front of the Chase bank has had a large obtrusive tag on
the pole for several months. The information placards for the rain gardens on San Pablo have been defaced for
years. |If thecity isn't even willing to clean up this obvious stuff, it's hard to believe there is any rea effort going
on. The current shot gun approach of addressing tags individually isinefficient and obviously isn't working. It
seems like a more proactive comprehensive approach is needed. Perhaps the city could send a crew down San Pablo
Ave every two or three monthsto clean up ALL the tags regardless of whether they are on city property, personal
property, utility property, post office property, etc., Thiswould save alot of money. The labor hours spent per tag
would drop dramatically and after afew months, you would find that the number of new tags to clean up would be
very limited. Tags attract more tags! | think that if you took a survey of your constituents, you would find that they
would prioritize graffiti and blight removal. 1t doesn't seem like the city is on the same page on thisissue.

Thanks for listening!

Thomas Parent



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: NO RENT CONTROL IN EL CERRITO
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 12:22:33 PM

From: i Lou -

Date: March 4, 2019 at 11:06:54 AM PST
To: rpardueckimoto@ci.el-ceirrito.ca.us, glyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us,

pfadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
Subject: NO RENT CONTROL IN EL CERRITO

Dear Mayor Pardue-Okimoto and Members of the City Council:

| do not support Just Cause Eviction, Tenant Relocation with Rent Caps, or the Rent
Registry. Instead, | urge you to conduct further studies on El Cerrito's rental market to
truly understand the city's needs.

As a local housing provider who offers quality, safe housing to my tenants and
recognizes our region's housing challenges, | have significant concerns moving forward
with the proposed regulations:

1. THE CITY OF EL CERRITO CAN'T AFFORD THESE PROGRAMS. The city is extremely
short-staffed and lacks funding. The city is not structured to administer, operate, and
enforce these programs.Adopting the proposals will create a new bureaucracy that the
city cannot afford.

2. MANY SMALL MOM AND POPS WILL BE DRIVEN OUT OF BUSINESS. These are the
same people who provide naturally affordable house in the city! An overwhelming
majority of El Cerrito housing providers have family-owned buildings with a small
number of units. They have renters who generally have good relationships with their
landlords. Please don't punish us.

3. JUST CAUSE EVICTION IS DANGEROUS FOR NEIGHBORHOODS. It would give bad
tenants lifetime tenancies and leave property owners no power to recover the unit
even if the tenant behaves badly unless another tenant serves as a witness. Thus,
owners will likely be more selective when renting their units.

Instead, we ask that you consider gathering more data to evaluate whether El Cerrito
needs regulations such as Just Cause eviction and programs with rent caps.

The original proposals for lease offerings and data gathering proposed by city staff at
the December 18th meeting was a better approach because it was not punitive against
housing providers and would not create a new bureaucracy would add cost to the city,
housing providers, and renters.

Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,

Lisa Lau



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: Just Cause Eviction, Rent Registry, Tenant Relocation Fees
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 3:33:52 PM

From: Patricia McGoldrick <} G-

Date: March 4, 2019 at 1:55:24 PM PST
To: gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Subject: Just Cause Eviction, Rent Registry, Tenant Relocation Fees

Dear Mayor Pardue-Okimoto and Members of the City Council,

| do not support just cause eviction, tenant rel ocation payments initiated by rent
triggers, and the rent registry. Instead, | urge you to find solutions that can
accommodate both housing providers as well as tenants.

At the February 19th meeting, over 100 of my fellow responsible housing
providers expressed our opposition to these proposals because of the following:

1. Just Cause Eviction will lead to selectiveness in the rental
market and overall wariness of mom and pop landlords. We are
over 80% of housing providers in the city.

2. Rent Registry will be very costly and the city is not equipped to
operate this program.

3. Tenant Relocation Fees is a form of rent control which has
been proven to be the wrong solution to the housing crisis.

We ask that you reconsider these proposals and gather more data
instead. More data will allow our community to evaluate whether El Cerrito
needs these regulations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Patricia McGoldrick



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: Rental Issues
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 3:34:06 PM

From: Tirm kearns [

Date: March 4, 2019 at 2:00:36 PM PST
To: gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Subject: Rental Issues

Dear Mayor Pardue-Okimoto and Members of the City Council,

| do not support just cause eviction, tenant rel ocation payments initiated by rent
triggers, and the rent registry. Instead, | urge you to find solutions that can
accommodate both housing providers as well as tenants.

At the February 19th meeting, over 100 of my fellow responsible housing
providers expressed our opposition to these proposals because of the following:

1. Just Cause Eviction will lead to selectiveness in the rental
market and overall wariness of mom and pop landlords. We are
over 80% of housing providers in the city.

2. Rent Registry will be very costly and the city is not equipped to
operate this program.

3. Tenant Relocation Fees is a form of rent control which has
been proven to be the wrong solution to the housing crisis.

We ask that you reconsider these proposals and gather more data
instead. More data will allow our community to evaluate whether El Cerrito
needs these regulations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Timothy Kearns



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety
Subject: FW: Rent Control,etc Meeting
Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 3:34:18 PM

From: fich Louws [ -

Date: March 4, 2019 at 2:16:12 PM PST

To: rpardue-okimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, glyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, gguinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us,

jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, pfadelli@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
Subject: Rent Control,etc Meeting

Dear Mayor Pardue-Okimoto and members of the El Cerrito Cit Council:

I am sorry | will miss the meeting tomorrow night as we are leaving for Maui in the
morning. | had planned on being a speaker at the next meeting, as | had to leave at
9:30 at the February meeting.

| do not support just cause evictions, tenant relocation payments or the rent registry. |
do understand there are some landlords that raise existing tenants rent above what is a
normal increase, but | am not one of those. One of my tenants is paying $1625 per
month for a beautiful 2 bedroom 1 bath apartment with a fireplace and with an
enclosed garage with a door opener plus a private patio. Identical units in the same
area are renting for $2200 to 2400 per month. | could see limiting rental increases to
maybe 5 to 6% per year as | usually use that figure. | pay a business license and pay to
have my fire extinguishers inspected by the Fire Department at a cost of $135 for a 10
minute ride from the fire station on San Pablo Ave to my building. | can not afford to
have more fees added to my building costs.

| started buying rental real estate in El Cerrito in 1978. | took a risk by doing it as | did
not have a dad to sue to get my inheritance to buy real estate. That first property was
purchased from one of my insurance clients and | did not have to make a down
payment. | had a negative cash flow for years on it. In 1980 | purchased a property on
Belmont Ave and took a second for $46,000 on my house for the downpayment. If any
of you remember the early 80’s you will recall the high interest rates. The best rate |
could get was 14.5% but only a 75% loan. | had a negative cash flow for years. In 1985 |
bought another property in El Cerrito and since | had to pay off the second on my
house did not have the cash for a down payment. Another second on my personal
residence and a negative cash flow for quite a few years. | did this by putting my on
residence at risk and | could have lost everything.

| have done almost all of the maintenance on my properties except for painting since |

have owned them. | would leave my office and go to the various properties and would

work on them in the evenings and weekends. While other people were home relaxing |
was working. If | took an afternoon off from the office it was to work on my properties,
not play golf or tennis.



We hear we are going to have another big earthquake hit the Bay Area sometime. Who
is going to pay my $150,000 deductible on the one property and the $80,000 on the
other one? The tenants, the City of El Cerrito, the City Council members? No, | will be
the one paying them. | will need a new roof soon on the one building and | am
estimating it will be close to $25,000. My insurance costs have gone up by $1500 on
one property and $1100 on another one.

Look at what happened to rental properties in Berkeley when rent control when it in
the 80’s. Many properties were left vacant or if still rented they became quite shabby.

My rental income is my retirement as | did not have a pension plan being a sole
proprietor for the 43 years | worked.
Please reconsider what you are trying to move forward on.

Sincerely,

Richard Lewis



From: Holly Charlety

To: Holly Charlety

Subject: FW: Tenant Protection

Date: Monday, March 4, 2019 3:34:37 PM
From: Victor wong <} -

Date: March 4, 2019 at 3:13:07 PM PST

To: rpardueokimoto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Greg Lyman <glyman@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>, pfadelli@ci.el-
cerrito.ca.us, jabelson@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, gquinto@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, Karen Pinkos

<KPinkos@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us>

Subject: Tenant Protection

Dear Mayor Pardue-Okimoto, members of the City
Council and City Manager Pinkos,

We are owners of one 4 unit apartment building in El
Cerrito and members of the vast majority of mom and
pop responsible housing providers. We are opposed to
the 3 proposals you are studying.

Just Cause Eviction would cause us to be much more
wary and selective of prospective tenants. If we were
to apply today's selectivity to our current tenants of 3,
20, 21 and 28 years when they applied for their
apartments, none would have qualified. They would
not benefit from the 25 to 40% below market rates that
they enjoy.

Tenant relocation fees is no more than rent control in a
different name. At 79 and 78 yearsold, if we decide
to move into one of our apartments where we can walk
to the plaza, post office and our bank but have to pay
to move into our property...whereisthefairnessin
that? How are we protected from bad tenants and
bureaucracy?



Rent Registry is another bureaucratic, time and
financial expense that the city, the property owners
and the tenants can ill afford. Data should be gathered
before considering such amove.

Please do not push us towards selling our property as
it would hurt us and certainly hurt the tenants that you
think would be protected by the proposals.
Respectfully,

B